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The historical shift from Vedic traditions to post-Vedic bhakti (devotional)
traditions is accompanied by a shift from abstract, translocal notions of divinity
to particularized, localized notions of divinity and a corresponding shift from
aniconic to iconic traditions and from temporary sacrificial arenas to established
temple sites. In Bhakti and Embodiment Barbara Holdrege argues that the various
transformations that characterize this historical shift are a direct consequence of
newly emerging discourses of the body in bhakti traditions in which
constructions of divine embodiment proliferate, celebrating the notion that a
deity, while remaining translocal, can appear in manifold corporeal forms in
different times and different localities on different planes of existence. Holdrege
suggests that an exploration of the connections between bhakti and embodiment
is critical not only to illuminating the distinctive transformations that characterize
the emergence of bhakti traditions but also to understanding the myriad forms
that bhakti has historically assumed up to the present time.

This study is concerned more specifically with the multileveled models of
embodiment and systems of bodily practices through which divine bodies and
devotional bodies are fashioned in Krsna bhakti traditions and focuses in
particular on two case studies: the Bhagavata Purana, the consummate textual
monument to Vaisnava bhakti, which expresses a distinctive form of passionate
and ecstatic bhakti that is distinguished by its embodied nature; and the Gaudiya
Vaisnava tradition, an important bhakti tradition inspired by the Bengali leader
Caitanya in the sixteenth century, which articulates a robust discourse of
embodiment pertaining to the divine bodies of Krsna and the devotional bodies of
Krsna bhaktas that is grounded in the canonical authority of the Bhagavata
Purana.
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The historical shift from Vedic traditions to post-Vedic bhakti (devotional) traditions is accompanied by a
shift from abstract, translocal notions of divinity to particularized, localized notions of divinity and a
corresponding shift from aniconic to iconic traditions and from temporary sacrificial arenas to established
temple sites. In Bhakti and Embodiment Barbara Holdrege argues that the various transformations that
characterize this historical shift are a direct consequence of newly emerging discourses of the body in bhakti
traditions in which constructions of divine embodiment proliferate, celebrating the notion that a deity, while
remaining translocal, can appear in manifold corporeal forms in different times and different localities on
different planes of existence. Holdrege suggests that an exploration of the connections between bhakti and
embodiment is critical not only to illuminating the distinctive transformations that characterize the
emergence of bhakti traditions but also to understanding the myriad forms that bhakti has historically
assumed up to the present time.

This study is concerned more specifically with the multileveled models of embodiment and systems of
bodily practices through which divine bodies and devotional bodies are fashioned in Krsna bhakti traditions
and focuses in particular on two case studies: the Bhagavata Purana, the consummate textual monument to
Vaisnava bhakti, which expresses a distinctive form of passionate and ecstatic bhakti that is distinguished by
its embodied nature; and the Gaudiya Vaisnava tradition, an important bhakti tradition inspired by the
Bengali leader Caitanya in the sixteenth century, which articulates a robust discourse of embodiment
pertaining to the divine bodies of Krsna and the devotional bodies of Krsna bhaktas that is grounded in the
canonical authority of the Bhagavata Purana.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Barbara A. Holdrege is Professor of Religious Studies and Chair of the South Asian Studies Committee at
the University of California, Santa Barbara. Her publications include Refiguring the Body: Embodiment in
South Asian Religions; Veda and Torah: Transcending the Textuality of Scripture; and Ritual and Power.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lacey Clements:

The knowledge that you get from Bhakti and Embodiment: Fashioning Divine Bodies and Devotional Bodies
in Krsna Bhakti (Routledge Hindu Studies Series) may be the more deep you rooting the information that
hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware
of but Bhakti and Embodiment: Fashioning Divine Bodies and Devotional Bodies in Krsna Bhakti
(Routledge Hindu Studies Series) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their
point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy
to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you
for having this particular Bhakti and Embodiment: Fashioning Divine Bodies and Devotional Bodies in
Krsna Bhakti (Routledge Hindu Studies Series) instantly.

Shawn Francis:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of several
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually
more imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this Bhakti and Embodiment: Fashioning Divine Bodies and Devotional Bodies in Krsna
Bhakti (Routledge Hindu Studies Series), it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours
book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Renee Wood:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with



their story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this
Bhakti and Embodiment: Fashioning Divine Bodies and Devotional Bodies in Krsna Bhakti (Routledge
Hindu Studies Series).

Irving Carlin:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the book Bhakti and Embodiment: Fashioning Divine Bodies and
Devotional Bodies in Krsna Bhakti (Routledge Hindu Studies Series) to make your current reading is
interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to
choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and looking at
especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the book
Bhakti and Embodiment: Fashioning Divine Bodies and Devotional Bodies in Krsna Bhakti (Routledge
Hindu Studies Series) can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of these time.
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