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While recent works of criticism on Frank O'Hara have focused on the technical
similarities between his poetry and painting, or between his use of language and
poststructuralism, Frank O'Hara and the Poetics of Saying 'l' argues that what is
most significant in O'Hara's work is not such much his "borrowing" from painters
or his proto-Derridean use of language, but his preoccupation with self
exploration and the temporal effects of hiswork as artifacts. Following
Pasternak's understanding of artistic inspiration as an act of love for the material
world, O'Hara explores moments of experience in an effort to both complicate
and enrich our experience of the material world. On the one hand, in poems such
as Second Avenue, for example, O'Haraworks to "muddy" language through
which experienceis, in part, mediated with the use of parataxis, allusions, and
absurd metaphors and similes. On the other, in his"I do this| do that" poems, he
names the events of his lunch hour in an effort, among other things, to experience
time as amoment of fullness rather than as a moment of loss.

The book argues, furthermore, that O'Hara's view of the self as both an
expression of the creative force at work in the world and as the temporal
aggregate of finite experiences, places him between so-called "Romantic” and
"postmadern” theories of the lyric. Whileit is often argued that O'Haraisa
forerunner of anew, critically informed, "materialist” poetics, this study
concludes that O'Hara's work is somewhat less radical in its understanding of
poetic meaning than is often claimed.

Moreover, while O'Harais preoccupied with his experience in his poems, the
book argues that he espouses, in some respects, arather traditional view of love.
In addition to being a metaphor for the creative act, love, for O'Hara, isthe
chance coming together of two entities. Y et, one of theironies of thisisthat
whileloveis, for O'Hara, afeeling that is the result of movement, or the
unexpected coming together of two otherwise separ
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While recent works of criticism on Frank O'Hara have focused on the technical similarities between his
poetry and painting, or between his use of language and poststructuralism, Frank O'Hara and the Poetics of
Saying 'l" argues that what is most significant in O'Hara's work is not such much his "borrowing" from
painters or his proto-Derridean use of language, but his preoccupation with self exploration and the temporal
effects of hiswork as artifacts. Following Pasternak's understanding of artistic inspiration as an act of love
for the material world, O'Hara explores moments of experience in an effort to both complicate and enrich our
experience of the material world. On the one hand, in poems such as Second Avenue, for example, O'Hara
worksto "muddy" language through which experienceis, in part, mediated with the use of parataxis,
alusions, and absurd metaphors and similes. On the other, in his"I do this| do that" poems, he names the
events of hislunch hour in an effort, among other things, to experience time as a moment of fullness rather
than as amoment of loss.

The book argues, furthermore, that O'Hara's view of the self as both an expression of the creative force at
work in the world and as the temporal aggregate of finite experiences, places him between so-called
"Romantic" and "postmodern” theories of the lyric. Whileiit is often argued that O'Harais aforerunner of a
new, critically informed, "materialist” poetics, this study concludes that O'Hara's work is somewhat less
radical in its understanding of poetic meaning than is often claimed.

Moreover, while O'Harais preoccupied with his experience in his poems, the book argues that he espouses,
in some respects, arather traditional view of love. In addition to being a metaphor for the creative act, love,
for O'Hara, is the chance coming together of two entities. Y et, one of theironies of thisisthat whileloveis,
for O'Hara, afedling that is the result of movement, or the unexpected coming together of two otherwise
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Micah Mattix is an assistant professor in Literature at Houston Baptist University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Dorothy Bernstein:

Exactly why? Because this Frank O'Hara and the Poetics of Saying 'l' is an unordinary book that the inside of
the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret the ideainside. Reading
this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content
interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you
alot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking way.
So, still want to hold up having that book? If | had been you | will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Richard Moyer:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind expertise or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your limited timeto read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time to be
go through. Frank O'Hara and the Poetics of Saying 'l' can be your answer because it can be read by you who
have those short spare time problems.

William M or eau:

Y ou may spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Frank O'Hara and the Poetics of Saying 'l'
issimple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess
much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You
can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are alot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.

Edna Davis:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV dl day every day. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya think
reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Frank O'Hara and the Poetics of Saying
'I' which is getting the e-book version. So, why not try out this book? Let's find.
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