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When an earthquake hits a war zone or cyclone aid is flown in by an enemy,
many ask: Can catastrophe bring peace? Disaster prevention and mitigation
provide similar questions. Could setting up a flood warning system bring enemy
countries together? Could a regional earthquake building code set the
groundwork for wider regional cooperation?

This book examines how and why disaster-related activities do and do not create
peace and reduce conflict. Disaster-related activities refer to actions before a
disaster such as prevention and mitigation along with actions after a disaster such
as emergency response, humanitarian relief, and reconstruction. This volume
investigates disaster diplomacy case studies from around the world, in a variety
of political and disaster circumstances, from earthquakes in Greece and Turkey
affecting these neighbours’ bilateral relations to volcanoes and typhoons
influencing intra-state conflict in the Philippines. Dictatorships are amongst the
case studies, such as Cuba and Burma, along with democracies such as the USA
and India.  No evidence is found to suggest that disaster diplomacy is a
prominent factor in conflict resolution. Instead, disaster-related activities often
influence peace processes in the short-term?over weeks and months?provided
that a non-disaster-related basis already existed for the reconciliation. That could
be secret negotiations between the warring parties or strong trade or cultural
links. Over the long-term, disaster-related influences disappear, succumbing to
factors such as a leadership change, the usual patterns of political enmity, or
belief that an historical grievance should take precedence over disaster-related
bonds.

This is the first book on disaster diplomacy. Disaster-politics interactions have
been studied for decades, but usually from a specific political framing, covering a
specific geographical area, or from a specific disaster framing. As well, plenty of
quantitative work has been completed, yet the data limitations are rarely admitted
openly or thoroughly analysed. Few publications bring together the topics of
disasters and politics in terms of a disaster diplomacy framework, yielding a
grounded, qualitative, scientific point of view on the topic.
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When an earthquake hits a war zone or cyclone aid is flown in by an enemy, many ask: Can catastrophe
bring peace? Disaster prevention and mitigation provide similar questions. Could setting up a flood warning
system bring enemy countries together? Could a regional earthquake building code set the groundwork for
wider regional cooperation?

This book examines how and why disaster-related activities do and do not create peace and reduce conflict.
Disaster-related activities refer to actions before a disaster such as prevention and mitigation along with
actions after a disaster such as emergency response, humanitarian relief, and reconstruction. This volume
investigates disaster diplomacy case studies from around the world, in a variety of political and disaster
circumstances, from earthquakes in Greece and Turkey affecting these neighbours’ bilateral relations to
volcanoes and typhoons influencing intra-state conflict in the Philippines. Dictatorships are amongst the case
studies, such as Cuba and Burma, along with democracies such as the USA and India.  No evidence is found
to suggest that disaster diplomacy is a prominent factor in conflict resolution. Instead, disaster-related
activities often influence peace processes in the short-term?over weeks and months?provided that a non-
disaster-related basis already existed for the reconciliation. That could be secret negotiations between the
warring parties or strong trade or cultural links. Over the long-term, disaster-related influences disappear,
succumbing to factors such as a leadership change, the usual patterns of political enmity, or belief that an
historical grievance should take precedence over disaster-related bonds.

This is the first book on disaster diplomacy. Disaster-politics interactions have been studied for decades, but
usually from a specific political framing, covering a specific geographical area, or from a specific disaster
framing. As well, plenty of quantitative work has been completed, yet the data limitations are rarely admitted
openly or thoroughly analysed. Few publications bring together the topics of disasters and politics in terms of
a disaster diplomacy framework, yielding a grounded, qualitative, scientific point of view on the topic.
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Editorial Review

Review

'Disaster Diplomacy is the first publication to provide a detailed, in-depth review incorporating the topics of
disasters and politics within a disaster-diplomacy framework.[...] Given this is the first book specifically on
Disaster Diplomacy, it represents a highly significant contribution to the disaster and diplomacy-related
fields of study. The book narrows its scope to building upon one specific series of investigations (Kelman and
Koukis, 2000), yet it does not neglect the vast depth of work which has gone before it, as evidenced by the in-
depth reference list. Disaster Diplomacy is well organised with a logical flow which is easy to follow and
understand. The author provides practical and well balanced arguments supported by a diverse range of
case studies covering the Asian, African, North American and European continents. These will be of extreme
benefit to applied researchers, policy and decision makers within the disaster and politics fields.[...]The
book successfully presents a balance of arguments, whilst outlining gaps and limitations needing further
exploration. As the author himself outlines 'disaster-diplomacy outcomes are never certain'[p149], a
statement which in itself necessitates further investigation and study. This book provides a pivotal
contribution and a generous baseline upon which further exploration of the disaster-diplomacy field can
develop and expand.'

Dr Jessica Mercer - Secure Futures.

'Ilan Kelman takes a hard look via theory and case studies at the diplomatic impact of disasters... Kelman
offers a sophisticated analysis of the successes and failures of disaster diplomacy since 2000.'

Natural Hazards Observer, March 2013

About the Author

Dr Ilan Kelman is a Senior Research Fellow at the Center for International Climate and Environmental
Research – Oslo (CICERO). His main research and application interests are disaster diplomacy and
sustainability for island communities.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marlene Childs:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is high. For
you who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Disaster Diplomacy: How Disasters Affect
Peace and Conflict book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.



Troy Riley:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this Disaster
Diplomacy: How Disasters Affect Peace and Conflict, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as
soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Donald Farrell:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you study a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along
with soon. The Disaster Diplomacy: How Disasters Affect Peace and Conflict will give you a new
experience in looking at a book.

Julia Hanson:

Beside this kind of Disaster Diplomacy: How Disasters Affect Peace and Conflict in your phone, it could
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might
got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in
narrow village. It is good thing to have Disaster Diplomacy: How Disasters Affect Peace and Conflict
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's
all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here
cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this
book as well as read it from at this point!
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