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Raymond Williams was an enormously influential figure in late twentieth-
century intellectual life as a novelist, playwright and critic, «the British Sartre»,
as The Times put it. He was a central inspiration for the early British New Left
and a close intellectual supporter of Plaid Cymru. He is widely acknowledged as
one of the «founding fathers» of cultural studies, who established «cultural
materialism» as a new paradigm for work in both literary and cultural studies.
There is a substantial secondary literature on Williams, which treats his life and
work in each of these respects. But none of it makes much of his enduring
contribution to utopian studies and science fiction studies. This volume brings
together a complete collection of Williams’s critical essays on science fiction and
futurology, utopia, and dystopia, in literature, film, television, and politics, and
with extracts from his two future novels, The Volunteers (1978) and The Fight
for Manod (1979).
Both the collection as a whole and the individual readings are accompanied by
introductory essays written by Andrew Milner.
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Editorial Review

Review
«With the twenty-first-century reader very much in mind, Andrew Milner’s selection of texts offers a new,
‘alternative’ Raymond Williams – the critic and occasional author of science fiction, the futurologist, the
wary, self-questioning utopian thinker for whom intellectual pessimism is a lazy response and never the last
word.» (Professor Patrick Parrinder, University of Reading)
«The future was the ultimate stake in all Raymond Williams’s thinking and writing, as Andrew Milner
simply and powerfully shows us now, by assembling a volume of writings on science fiction and utopianism
that turns out to be a very substantial, wide-ranging reader in Williams’s work as a whole. The defining
importance of ‘the sense of the future’, as he called it, the future as the essential discipline of political and
moral imagination, is the lesson of this very welcome collection.» (Professor Francis Mulhern, Middlesex
University)
«Milner’s timely collection demonstrates the relevance of Williams’ work as a theorist of the subjunctive at a
moment when, as Slavoj Žižek claimed recently, the ‘only true question’ is whether global capitalism
contains ‘antagonisms strong enough to prevent its indefinite reproduction’.» (Ben Harker, New Formations)

About the Author
The Editor: Andrew Milner is Professor and Deputy Director of the Centre for Comparative Literature and
Cultural Studies at Monash University in Melbourne, Australia. His previous publications include
Postmodern Conditions (1990), Cultural Materialism (1993), Class (1999), Re-Imagining Cultural Studies
(2002), Contemporary Cultural Theory (2002), Literature, Culture and Society (2005), Imagining the Future
(2006) and Demanding the Impossible (2008).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Roy Larson:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
These are reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person
who don't like studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Tenses of Imagination: Raymond Williams on Science Fiction,
Utopia and Dystopia (Ralahine Utopian Studies).

Kim McLoughlin:

This Tenses of Imagination: Raymond Williams on Science Fiction, Utopia and Dystopia (Ralahine Utopian
Studies) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get
by reading this book is usually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information
which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. That Tenses of Imagination:



Raymond Williams on Science Fiction, Utopia and Dystopia (Ralahine Utopian Studies) without we realize
teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Tenses of
Imagination: Raymond Williams on Science Fiction, Utopia and Dystopia (Ralahine Utopian Studies) can
bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it
with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Tenses of Imagination: Raymond Williams on Science
Fiction, Utopia and Dystopia (Ralahine Utopian Studies) having very good arrangement in word and layout,
so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Michael Kimbrell:

Often the book Tenses of Imagination: Raymond Williams on Science Fiction, Utopia and Dystopia
(Ralahine Utopian Studies) will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to
elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The
book Tenses of Imagination: Raymond Williams on Science Fiction, Utopia and Dystopia (Ralahine Utopian
Studies) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you
can quickly to read the book.

Frank Godwin:

This Tenses of Imagination: Raymond Williams on Science Fiction, Utopia and Dystopia (Ralahine Utopian
Studies) is great reserve for you because the content which is full of information for you who all always deal
with world and possess to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great
organize word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have
whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with
beautiful delivering sentences. Having Tenses of Imagination: Raymond Williams on Science Fiction,
Utopia and Dystopia (Ralahine Utopian Studies) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it
is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right
but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still
doubt in which?
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