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Long hailed as a seminal work of modernism in the tradition of Joyce and Kafka,
and now available in a supple new English translation, Italo Svevo’s charming
and splendidly idiosyncratic novel conducts readers deep into one hilariously
hyperactive and endlessly self-deluding mind. The mind in question belongs to
Zeno Cosini, a neurotic Italian businessman who is writing his confessions at the
behest of his psychiatrist. Here are Zeno’s interminable attempts to quit smoking,
his courtship of the beautiful yet unresponsive Ada, his unexpected–and
unexpectedly happy–marriage to Ada’s homely sister Augusta, and his affair
with a shrill-voiced aspiring singer. Relating these misadventures with wry wit
and a perspicacity at once unblinking and compassionate, Zeno’s Conscience is
a miracle of psychological realism.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Svevo’s masterpiece . . . [in] a fresh translation by the dean of Italian literary translators.” –Los Angeles
Times

“An excellent new rendering [of a] marvellous and original book.”–James Wood, London Review of Books

“A masterpiece, a novel overflowing with human truth in all its murkiness, laughter and terror, a book as
striking and relevant today as when it was first published, and a book that is in every good way–its
originality included–like life.” –Claire Messud, The New Republic

“Hilarious. . . . Effortlessly inventive and eerily prescient. . . . William Weaver . . . updates the novelist’s
idiosyncratic prose with great affection.” –The Atlantic Monthly

“An event in modern publishing. For the first time, I believe, in English, we get the true, dark music, the
pewter tints, of Svevo’s great last novel. . . . [Svevo is] a master.” –Joan Acocella, The New Yorker

“[An] exhilarating and utterly original novel. . . . Weaver’s version strikes one as excellent.” –P. N. Furbank,
Literary Review

“One of the great comic novels of the twentieth century. . . . [Svevo is] perhaps the most significant Italian
modernist novelist.” –The Times Literary Supplement

“[A] neglected masterpiece. Seventy-five years old, the novel feels entirely modern.” –The Boston Globe

“A reason for celebration. . . . If you have never read Svevo, do so as soon as you can. He is beautiful and
important.” –New Statesman

“One of the indispensable 20th-century novels. . . . A revolutionary book, and arguably (in fact, probably)
the finest of all Italian novels.” –Kirkus Reviews

“No one has done more to make modern Italian literature available in English than William Weaver. . . . [His
new translation is] scrupulously accurate.” –Anniston Star

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Italian

From the Inside Flap
Long hailed as a seminal work of modernism in the tradition of Joyce and Kafka, and now available in a
supple new English translation, Italo Svevo's charming and splendidly idiosyncratic novel conducts readers
deep into one hilariously hyperactive and endlessly self-deluding mind. The mind in question belongs to
Zeno Cosini, a neurotic Italian businessman who is writing his confessions at the behest of his psychiatrist.
Here are Zeno's interminable attempts to quit smoking, his courtship of the beautiful yet unresponsive Ada,
his unexpected-and unexpectedly happy-marriage to Ada's homely sister Augusta, and his affair with a
shrill-voiced aspiring singer. Relating these misadventures with wry wit and a perspicacity at once



unblinking and compassionate, Zeno's Conscience" is a miracle of psychological realism.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donna Nichols:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Zeno's
Conscience (Vintage International) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Mary Kerr:

The publication with title Zeno's Conscience (Vintage International) posesses a lot of information that you
can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to
be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Brent Campbell:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of
many books in the top collection in your reading list is definitely Zeno's Conscience (Vintage International).
This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By
looking upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Soledad Neeley:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Zeno's Conscience (Vintage International) or
maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to
read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those
publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any other
book likes Zeno's Conscience (Vintage International) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types
of book like this.
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