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Information visualization is the act of gaining insight into data, and is carried out
by virtually everyone. It is usually facilitated by turning data – often a collection
of numbers – into images that allow much easier comprehension. Everyone
benefits from information visualization, whether internet shopping, investigating
fraud or indulging an interest in art. So no assumptions are made about specialist
background knowledge in, for example, computer science, mathematics,
programming or human cognition. Indeed, the book is directed at two main
audiences. One comprises first year students of any discipline. The other
comprises graduates – again of any discipline – who are taking a one- or two-
year course of training to be visual and interaction designers. By focusing on the
activity of design the pedagogical approach adopted by the book is based on the
view that the best way to learn about the subject is to do it, to be creative: not to
prepare for the ubiquitous examination paper. The content of the book, and the
associated exercises, are typically used to support five creative design exercises,
the final one being a group project mirroring the activity of a consultancy
undertaking a design (not an implementation) for a client. Engagement with the
material of this book can have a variety of outcomes. The composer of a school
newsletter and the applicant for a multi-million investment should both be able to
convey their message more effectively, and the curator of an exhibition will have
new presentational techniques on their palette. For those students training to be
visual/interaction designers the exercises have led to original and stimulating
outcomes.
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Information visualization is the act of gaining insight into data, and is carried out by virtually everyone. It is
usually facilitated by turning data – often a collection of numbers – into images that allow much easier
comprehension. Everyone benefits from information visualization, whether internet shopping, investigating
fraud or indulging an interest in art. So no assumptions are made about specialist background knowledge in,
for example, computer science, mathematics, programming or human cognition. Indeed, the book is directed
at two main audiences. One comprises first year students of any discipline. The other comprises graduates –
again of any discipline – who are taking a one- or two-year course of training to be visual and interaction
designers. By focusing on the activity of design the pedagogical approach adopted by the book is based on
the view that the best way to learn about the subject is to do it, to be creative: not to prepare for the
ubiquitous examination paper. The content of the book, and the associated exercises, are typically used to
support five creative design exercises, the final one being a group project mirroring the activity of a
consultancy undertaking a design (not an implementation) for a client. Engagement with the material of this
book can have a variety of outcomes. The composer of a school newsletter and the applicant for a multi-
million investment should both be able to convey their message more effectively, and the curator of an
exhibition will have new presentational techniques on their palette. For those students training to be
visual/interaction designers the exercises have led to original and stimulating outcomes.
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Editorial Review

Review

“The book itself is a very good introduction to information visualization, and as such, it can serve for an
introductory course allowing various pedagogical paths for an instructor to take. … it is a very readable book
to be recommended not only to prospective students of information visualization, but to anyone interested in
the topic, since it is written in such a way that there are no prerequisites to be able to read it.” (P. Navrat,
Computing Reviews, July, 2015)

“The title is accurate. There is a minor genre of books on this topic within statistics. This book differs in
focusing on a broader range of data types. It also gives more attention to psychological and cognitive issues.
… Professionals working primarily on interface design for a broad audience, say map or web page designers,
may find the text useful as it discusses many issues other books on visualization ignore.” (Robert W.
Hayden, MAA Reviews, June, 2015)

From the Back Cover

Information visualization is the act of gaining insight into data, and is carried out by virtually everyone. It is
usually facilitated by turning data – often a collection of numbers – into images that allow much easier
comprehension.

Everyone benefits from information visualization, whether internet shopping, investigating fraud or
indulging an interest in art. So no assumptions are made about specialist background knowledge in, for
example, computer science, mathematics, programming or human cognition.  Indeed, the book is directed at
two main audiences. One comprises first year students of any discipline. The other comprises graduates –
again of any discipline – who are taking a one- or two-year course of training to be visual and interaction
designers.

By focusing on the activity of design the pedagogical approach adopted by the book is based on the view that
the best way to learn about the subject is to do it, to be creative: not to prepare for the
ubiquitous examination paper.  The content of the book, and the associated exercises, are typically used to
support five creative design exercises, the final one being a group project mirroring the activity of a
consultancy undertaking a design (not an implementation) for a client.

Engagement with the material of this book can have a variety of outcomes. The composer of a school
newsletter and the applicant for a multi-million investment should both be able to convey their message mor

e effectively, and the curator of an exhibition will have new presentational techniques on their palette.  For
those students training to be visual/interaction designers the exercises have led to original and stimulating
outcomes. 

About the Author

Bob Spence's research has ranged from engineering design to Human-computer Interaction, and often with
the way in which the latter can enhance the former. He was involved in the 1970s with the invention of
algorithms to enhance mass production, the proposal of the first focus+context display in 1980, and the



invention of the Attribute and Influence Explorers in the 1990s. Bob also led development of the MINNIE
CAD system which became a product in 1985. Since 1970 Bob has pioneered the field of Information
Visualization and has taught the subject in courses in many countries. Latterly his interest has focussed on
Rapid Serial Visual Presentation in which images that might interest a user are presented rapidly and
effectively, as with the riffling of the pages of a book.  

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Torres:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Information
Visualization: An Introduction is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Martha Robertson:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Information Visualization: An Introduction
book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Betty Bass:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you read a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon. The Information
Visualization: An Introduction offer you a new experience in reading through a book.

Roman Morris:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. In this modern
era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to find
the Information Visualization: An Introduction when you necessary it?
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