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Although the distinction between the politics of the left and the right is
commonly assumed in the media and in treatments of political science and
history, the terms are used so loosely that the student and the general reader are
often confused: What exactly are the terms left and right supposed to imply? This
two-volume Encyclopedia of Politics: The Left and the Right contains over
450 articles on individuals, movements, political parties, and ideological
principles, with those usually thought of as left in the left-hand volume (Volume
1), and those considered on the right in the right-hand volume (Volume 2).
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
If one can believe the pundits on the Sunday morning TV political shows, there is no center remaining in
politics, only the Left and the Right. It is no wonder that this latest offering from Sage is not only subtitled
The Left and the Right but each political side is in a separate volume, as if there could be no coming together
of the two, even between the covers of a book.

The Leftand the Right are political concepts widely used and, it is assumed, widely understood and accepted.
In more than 450 entries, these volumes attempt to delve more deeply into what these terms mean and imply.
In each volume, alphabetically arranged entries cover countries, people, movements, ideological principles,
and more. Most entries are at least a page long and generally have a historical focus. Volume 1 contains a
time line and a "Reader's Guide" that lists topics and shows where they fall (for example, "People on the
Left," "People on the Right"). Volume 2 has a "Resource Guide" listing books, journals and magazines, and
Web sites; an extensive glossary; and a set index. As one might expect of a reference encyclopedia from
Sage, this source has high production values, with excellent paper, readable type, and proper bibliographies
at the end of each entry. The editor has appropriate credentials for such an undertaking, as do those on the
list of contributors. The content of the articles is clear and balanced. At a first examination, this is a
seemingly excellent reference source.

The sense of balance disappears when one takes a look at the choice of which volume contains which
articles. The entries dealing with the countries of the world appear in both volumes, with the emphasis of the
discussion matching the "leaning" of the volume. Concepts such as Censorship, Feminism, and Supreme
Court appear in both. Some topics obviously belong in one volume or the other and are appropriately
located. However, others are assigned to a volume with what could be considered bias. For example, the
articles on Education, Patriotism, Religion, and Taxes appear in the volume for the Right, but there is no
corresponding discussion of the concepts in the volume for the Left. Conversely, Campaign finance,
Environmentalism, and Human Rights are assigned only to the Left.

It is difficult to properly assess this reference source. It could be both very useful and a source of outrage
(not a common pairing in standard reference books). For collections in which political science is a major
subject, purchase might be unavoidable, but users might need some explanation. Danise Hoover
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"The 450 articles have been written by an impressive array of world scholars, creating an appropriately
global perspective. A brief time line of politics and helpful glossary of terms are appended, along with a
reader's guide and index. . . . The work is a solid and lasting contribution to the understanding of the issues
that divide us politically. Highly recommended for its readability, scholarly content, and uniqueness." (Kelli
Perkins Library Journal 2005-07-01)

"This two-volume set would be helpful to students with a renewed interest in politics. The writing is clear
and concise." (Laura Younkin 2006-07-12)

About the Author
Rodney P. Carlisle is Professor Emeritus at Rutgers University, where he taught in the History Department

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


from 1966 to 2002.  H received his undergraduate degree in history from Harvard College and his Ph.D.
from the University of California, Berkeley.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Riddle:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Encyclopedia of
Politics: The Left and the Right? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside you can
spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the
opinion or you have additional opinion?

Mike Jones:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Encyclopedia of Politics: The
Left and the Right book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Lois Silvey:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Encyclopedia of
Politics: The Left and the Right suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this
era. Often the book untitled Encyclopedia of Politics: The Left and the Rightis the one of several books this
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author explained their concept in the
simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide
range of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular
book.

Alan Trevino:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library
or make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real
their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that
on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this Encyclopedia of Politics: The Left and the Right can make you really feel more interested to read.
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