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In an extraordinary novel--written as a letter from a Zimbabwean mother to her
daughter, a student at Harvard--Maraire transforms the lessons of life into a
lyrical narrative about love, war, separation, and the very meaning of being a
woman.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Maraire, a Harvard-educated native of Zimbabwe now living in the United States, has written a beautifully
poignant first novel about what it means to be a woman in Africa. The novel is written in the form of a letter
from a mother to her daughter, Zenzele, who is just beginning her studies at Harvard. The mother writes of
her girlhood in Rhodesia (Zimbabwe's colonial name), the struggle for Zimbabwe's independence, and her
hopes and fears for the next generation. She has watched villagers send the best of her generation to Europe
or America for an education, with the hope that they would return with their newly learned skills to better the
lives of their compatriots. Instead, she is saddened when they do not return home to live but come back only
for visits, seeming to have lost all remnants of African culture. The mother offers her own stories in hopes
that her daughter, while creating herself, will never forget whence she came. Highly recommended for
women's studies collections and to general readers seeking an intimate view of another life.?Debbie
Bogenschutz, Cincinnati Technical Coll.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
" Until we begin to put our pen to paper, we historically do not exist." This first novel by a Harvard-educated
Zimbabwean writer takes the form of a dramatic monologue delivered in several epistolary reminiscences by
an ailing Zimbabwean mother for the benefit of her daughter, who has gone off to study at Harvard. Mostly
the monologue is a meditation on "what or who is the African woman," as observed by a member of an elder
African generation that fought against colonialists for independence. But the passion of the book also comes
from the urge to endow and complete written language with a sense of oral gravity and vividness. How to do
this without betraying or compromising an oral culture? Elegiac stress lends power to the story, resulting in a
humane antiminimalism that may owe some of its richness to the work of authenticating in writing a largely
unwritten experience. Although Maraire yields at times to rhetorical overflow, she mainly imbues the novel
with the complexities of the mother's rural life as it undergoes political transformation in the world of the
city. Molly McQuade

Review
... a rich impression of the warmth and color of Zimbabwean family life, a view of the traumas of the
struggle for independence through a series of sharp vignettes. -- The New York Times Book Review, Penelope
Lively

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Dudley:

The book Zenzele: A Letter for My Daughter gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You
need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book Zenzele: A Letter for
My Daughter to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a e-book
Zenzele: A Letter for My Daughter. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia
or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Deborah Anderson:

Here thing why that Zenzele: A Letter for My Daughter are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the content is as tasty as
food or not. Zenzele: A Letter for My Daughter giving you information deeper since different ways, you can
find any publication out there but there is no reserve that similar with Zenzele: A Letter for My Daughter. It
gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way
home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of
Zenzele: A Letter for My Daughter in e-book can be your alternative.

James Edgar:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the book untitled Zenzele: A Letter for My Daughter can be excellent book to read. May be it may be
best activity to you.

Florinda Redfern:

The book untitled Zenzele: A Letter for My Daughter contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer
explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very clear and understandable all the people,
so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous author. The author
brings you in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read on your
smart phone, or product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can open up their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.
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