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Upon its publication in 1968, Slouching Towards Bethlehem confirmed Joan
Didion as one of the most prominent writers on the literary scene. Her unblinking
vision and deadpan tone have influenced subsequent generations of reporters and
essayists, changing our expectations of style, voice, and the artistic possibilities
of nonfiction.
        
"In her portraits of people," The New York Times Book Review wrote, "Didion is
not out to expose but to understand, and she shows us actors and millionaires,
doomed brides and naïve acid-trippers, left-wing ideologues and snobs of the
Hawaiian aristocracy in a way that makes them neither villainous nor glamorous,
but alive and botched and often mournfully beautiful. . . . A rare display of some
of the best prose written today in this country."
        
In essay after essay, Didion captures the dislocation of the 1960s, the
disorientation of a country shredding itself apart with social change. Her essays
not only describe the subject at hand--the murderous housewife, the little girl
trailing the rock group, the millionaire bunkered in his mansion--but also offer a
broader vision of America, one that is both terrifying and tender, ominous and
uniquely her own.
        
Joyce Carol Oates has written, "Joan Didion is one of the very few writers of our
time who approaches her terrible subject with absolute seriousness, with fear and
humility and awe. Her powerful irony is often sorrowful rather than clever. . . .
She has been an articulate witness to the most stubborn and intractable truths of
our time, a memorable voice, partly eulogistic, partly despairing; always in
control."
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Upon its publication in 1968, Slouching Towards Bethlehem confirmed Joan Didion as one of the most
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"In her portraits of people," The New York Times Book Review wrote, "Didion is not out to expose but to
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Editorial Review

Review
"A slant vision that is arresting and unique . . . Didion might be an observer from another planet--one so
edgy and alert that she ends up knowing more about our own world than we know ourselves."
        --Anne Tyler

"The story between the lines of Slouching Towards Bethlehem is surely not so much 'California' as it is
[Didion's] ability to make us share her passionate sense of it."
        --Alfred Kazin

From the Inside Flap
Upon its publication in 1968, Slouching Towards Bethlehem confirmed Joan Didion as one of the most
prominent writers on the literary scene. Her unblinking vision and deadpan tone have influenced subsequent
generations of reporters and essayists, changing our expectations of style, voice, and the artistic possibilities
of nonfiction.
        
"In her portraits of people," The New York Times Book Review wrote, "Didion is not out to expose but to
understand, and she shows us actors and millionaires, doomed brides and naïve acid-trippers, left-wing
ideologues and snobs of the Hawaiian aristocracy in a way that makes them neither villainous nor glamorous,
but alive and botched and often mournfully beautiful. . . . A rare display of some of the best prose written
today in this country."
        
In essay after essay, Didion captures the dislocation of the 1960s, the disorientation of a country shredding
itself apart with social change. Her essays not only describe the subject at hand--the murderous housewife,
the little girl trailing the rock group, the millionaire bunkered in his mansion--but also offer a broader vision
of America, one that is both terrifying and tender, ominous and uniquely her own.
        
Joyce Carol Oates has written, "Joan Didion is one of the very few writers of our time who approaches her
terrible subject with absolute seriousness, with fear and humility and awe. Her powerful irony is often
sorrowful rather than clever. . . . She has been an articulate witness to the most stubborn and intractable
truths of our time, a memorable voice, partly eulogistic, partly despairing; always in control."

From the Back Cover
"A slant vision that is arresting and unique . . . Didion might be an observer from another planet--one so
edgy and alert that she ends up knowing more about our own world than we know ourselves."
        --Anne Tyler

"The story between the lines of Slouching Towards Bethlehem is surely not so much 'California' as it is
[Didion's] ability to make us share her passionate sense of it."
        --Alfred Kazin

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Bessie Barrett:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Slouching
Towards Bethlehem suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in this era. The
actual book untitled Slouching Towards Bethlehemis the main of several books this everyone read now. This
kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new
shape that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of
people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

James Atkinson:

The guide with title Slouching Towards Bethlehem contains a lot of information that you can study it. You
can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the information that
exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how
the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you inside new era of the internationalization.
You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Ryan Fox:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Slouching Towards Bethlehem
publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand
by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question Slouching Towards Bethlehem as good
book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by
its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Richard Mason:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you study
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Slouching Towards Bethlehem provide you with a new experience in examining a book.
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