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This book is an extended argument on the "coloniality" of power by one of the
most innovative scholars of Latin American studies. In a shrinking world where
sharp dichotomies, such as East/West and developing/developed, blur and shift,
Walter Mignolo points to the inadequacy of current practice in the social sciences
and area studies. He introduces the crucial notion of "colonial difference" into
study of the modern colonial world. He also traces the emergence of new forms
of knowledge, which he calls "border thinking."

Further, he expands the horizons of those debates already under way in
postcolonial studies of Asia and Africa by dwelling in the genealogy of thoughts
of South/Central America, the Caribbean, and Latino/as in the United States. His
concept of "border gnosis," or what is known from the perspective of an empire's
borderlands, counters the tendency of occidentalist perspectives to dominate, and
thus limit, understanding.

The book is divided into three parts: the first chapter deals with epistemology and
postcoloniality; the next three chapters deal with the geopolitics of knowledge;
the last three deal with the languages and cultures of scholarship. Here the author
reintroduces the analysis of civilization from the perspective of globalization and
argues that, rather than one "civilizing" process dominated by the West, the
continually emerging subaltern voices break down the dichotomies characteristic
of any cultural imperialism. By underscoring the fractures between globalization
and mundializacion, Mignolo shows the locations of emerging border
epistemologies, and of post-occidental reason.

In a new preface that discusses Local Histories/Global Designs as a dialogue
with Hegel's Philosophy of History, Mignolo connects his argument with the
unfolding of history in the first decade of the twenty-first century.
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This book is an extended argument on the "coloniality" of power by one of the most innovative scholars of
Latin American studies. In a shrinking world where sharp dichotomies, such as East/West and
developing/developed, blur and shift, Walter Mignolo points to the inadequacy of current practice in the
social sciences and area studies. He introduces the crucial notion of "colonial difference" into study of the
modern colonial world. He also traces the emergence of new forms of knowledge, which he calls "border
thinking."

Further, he expands the horizons of those debates already under way in postcolonial studies of Asia and
Africa by dwelling in the genealogy of thoughts of South/Central America, the Caribbean, and Latino/as in
the United States. His concept of "border gnosis," or what is known from the perspective of an empire's
borderlands, counters the tendency of occidentalist perspectives to dominate, and thus limit, understanding.

The book is divided into three parts: the first chapter deals with epistemology and postcoloniality; the next
three chapters deal with the geopolitics of knowledge; the last three deal with the languages and cultures of
scholarship. Here the author reintroduces the analysis of civilization from the perspective of globalization
and argues that, rather than one "civilizing" process dominated by the West, the continually emerging
subaltern voices break down the dichotomies characteristic of any cultural imperialism. By underscoring the
fractures between globalization and mundializacion, Mignolo shows the locations of emerging border
epistemologies, and of post-occidental reason.

In a new preface that discusses Local Histories/Global Designs as a dialogue with Hegel's Philosophy of
History, Mignolo connects his argument with the unfolding of history in the first decade of the twenty-first
century.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jerald Elliott:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Local Histories/Global Designs will
make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of
you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Arnold Williams:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question
mainly because just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Local Histories/Global Designs to
read.

Alonzo Stark:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or data even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Local
Histories/Global Designs is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Rachel Morris:

This book untitled Local Histories/Global Designs to be one of several books that best seller in this year, this
is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of
book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason
to you to past this book from your list.
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