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The essay is one of the richest of literary forms. Its most obvious characteristics
are freedom, informality, and the personal touch--though it can also find room for
poetry, satire, fantasy, and sustained argument.

All these qualities, and many others, are on display in The Oxford Book of
Essays. The most wide-ranging collection of its kind to appear for many years, it
includes 140 essays by 120 writers: classics, curiosities, meditations, diversions,
old favorites, recent examples that deserve to be better known. A particularly
welcome feature is the amount of space allotted to American essayists, from
Benjamin Franklin to John Updike and beyond.

This is an anthology that opens with wise words about the nature of truth, and
closes with a consideration of the novels of Judith Krantz. Some of the other
topics discussed in its pages are anger, pleasure, Gandhi, Beau Brummell, wasps,
party-going, gangsters, plumbers, Beethoven, potato crisps, the importance of
being the right size, and the demolition of Westminster Abbey. It contains some
of the most eloquent writing in English, and some of the most entertaining.
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Editorial Review

Review
A vast, wonderful company. Michael Foot,The Observer, From the thousands of essays and pieces available
nobody would choose the same...but I doubt if anyone would have chosen better Frank
Kermode,Independent on Sunday The selection has nothing in it that is not of the top class...John Gross has
the shrewdest possible eye for what practitioners in the genre can do best with a sense of form and culture, of
humour and balance...Every essay here is a pleasure to read. John Bayley, Times Literary Supplement John
Gross's achievement is to see the essay as an essentially modern medium which addresses us as directly and
potently as the newspaper. Barbara Everett, The Independent

About the Author

John Gross was a major editor and critic who worked for the TLS, the New York Times, and the Sunday
Telegraph during his illustrious career.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gerald Hackler:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled The Oxford Book of Essays (Oxford Books of Prose & Verse). Try to make
book The Oxford Book of Essays (Oxford Books of Prose & Verse) as your close friend. It means that it can
to get your friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is
very fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every
thing by the book. So , let's make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Sherry Ellis:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide The Oxford Book of Essays (Oxford
Books of Prose & Verse) will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about everything. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with
you?

Lynn Groff:

The book The Oxford Book of Essays (Oxford Books of Prose & Verse) has a lot associated with on it. So



when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous
author. The author makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after scanning this book.

Anthony Koch:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer may be The Oxford Book of Essays (Oxford Books of Prose & Verse) why
because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.
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