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There are currently dozens of ongoing violent conflicts across the globe, from
Colombia to Somalia, including civil wars that have lasted for decades. At a
global level the Cold War has been succeeded by a war on terror that continues to
rage more than a decade after 9/11. Why has war been so persistent, when we
know how destructive it is in both human and economic terms? And why do the
efforts of aid organizations and international diplomats so often founder?

In this eye-opening book, David Keen investigates why conflicts are so prevalent
and so intractable - even when one side has much greater military resources.
From collusion between rebels and government forces in Sierra Leone, to brutal
civil war in Sri Lanka and the NATO quagmire in Afghanistan, he analyses
current and recent conflicts worldwide, arguing that powerful interests - in less
developed countries and also in the West - may see endemic disorder and a state
of permanent emergency as more useful than peace.

Drawing on many years of research, Keen asks who benefits from wars. It s a
disturbing story that takes in government officials siphoning off aid, militias
ejecting civilians from oil-rich areas, companies looking for markets for arms and
security products, and politicians reinforcing their power-base by defining any
opponent as the enemy . As this fascinating and disturbing expose makes clear,
unless we have a genuine understanding of the complex vested interests that
shape contemporary wars, we are unlikely ever to achieve lasting peace.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Engaging and readable ... David Keen's findings will be ever-more important as the UK and its allies try to
do more with less' Adrian Johnson, RUSI Journal 'Keen has written an important book' Sibylle Scheipers,
International Affairs 'An important perspective on the most troubling dimensions of recent local and regional
wars' Publishers Weekly

About the Author
David Keen is professor of complex emergencies at the London School of Economics. He lives in Oxford,
UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bridget Carter:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book called Useful Enemies: When
Waging Wars is More Important Than Winning Them? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree
with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Jerald Elliott:

The book Useful Enemies: When Waging Wars is More Important Than Winning Them gives you the sense
of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your
best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a
book Useful Enemies: When Waging Wars is More Important Than Winning Them to get your habit, you
can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects.
You could know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Useful Enemies: When Waging Wars is
More Important Than Winning Them. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Kathy Graves:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Useful Enemies: When Waging Wars is More Important Than Winning Them your thoughts will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely
will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one
application form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The Useful Enemies:



When Waging Wars is More Important Than Winning Them giving you an additional experience more than
blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Richard McCormick:

You can find this Useful Enemies: When Waging Wars is More Important Than Winning Them by look at
the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to
your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can
you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information
about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade.
Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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