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“A book you won’t be able to put down. A Bangladeshi immigrant in London is
torn between the kind, tedious older husband with whom she has an arranged
marriage (and children) and the fiery political activist she lusts after. A novel
that’s multi-continental, richly detailed and elegantly crafted.” —Curtis
Sittenfeld, author of Sisterland

After an arranged marriage to Chanu, a man twenty years older, Nazneen is taken
to London, leaving her home and heart in the Bangladeshi village where she was
born. Her new world is full of mysteries. How can she cross the road without
being hit by a car (an operation akin to dodging raindrops in the monsoon)? What
is the secret of her bullying neighbor Mrs. Islam? What is a Hell's Angel? And
how must she comfort the naïve and disillusioned Chanu?

As a good Muslim girl, Nazneen struggles to not question why things happen.
She submits, as she must, to Fate and devotes herself to her husband and
daughters. Yet to her amazement, she begins an affair with a handsome young
radical, and her erotic awakening throws her old certainties into chaos.

Monica Ali’s splendid novel is about journeys both external and internal, where
the marvelous and the terrifying spiral together.
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she lusts after. A novel that’s multi-continental, richly detailed and elegantly crafted.” —Curtis Sittenfeld,
author of Sisterland

After an arranged marriage to Chanu, a man twenty years older, Nazneen is taken to London, leaving her
home and heart in the Bangladeshi village where she was born. Her new world is full of mysteries. How can
she cross the road without being hit by a car (an operation akin to dodging raindrops in the monsoon)? What
is the secret of her bullying neighbor Mrs. Islam? What is a Hell's Angel? And how must she comfort the
naïve and disillusioned Chanu?

As a good Muslim girl, Nazneen struggles to not question why things happen. She submits, as she must, to
Fate and devotes herself to her husband and daughters. Yet to her amazement, she begins an affair with a
handsome young radical, and her erotic awakening throws her old certainties into chaos.

Monica Ali’s splendid novel is about journeys both external and internal, where the marvelous and the
terrifying spiral together.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Wildly embraced by critics, readers, and contest judges (who put it on the short-list for the 2003 Man Booker
Prize), Brick Lane is indeed a rare find: a book that lives up to its hype. Monica Ali's debut novel chronicles
the life of Nazneen, a Bangladeshi girl so sickly at birth that the midwife at first declares her stillborn. At 18
her parents arrange a marriage to Chanu, a Bengali immigrant living in England. Although Chanu--who's
twice Nazneen's age--turns out to be a foolish blowhard who "had a face like a frog," Nazneen accepts her
fate, which seems to be the main life lesson taught by the women in her family. "If God wanted us to ask
questions," her mother tells her, "he would have made us men." Over the next decade-and-a-half Nazneen
grows into a strong, confident woman who doesn't defy fate so much as bend it to her will. The great delight
to be had in Brick Lane lies with Ali's characters, from Chanu the kindly fool to Mrs. Islam the elderly loan
shark to Karim the political rabblerouser, all living in a hothouse of Bengali immigrants. Brick Lane
combines the wide scope of a social novel about the struggles of Islamic immigrants in pre- and post-9/11
England with the intimate story of Nazneen, one of the more memorable heroines to come along in a long
time. If Dickens or Trollope were loosed upon contemporary London, this is exactly the sort of novel they
would cook up. --Claire Dederer

From Publishers Weekly
The immigrant world Ali chronicles in this penetrating, unsentimental debut has much in common with
Zadie Smith's scrappy, multicultural London, though its sheltered protagonist rarely leaves her rundown East
End apartment block where she is surrounded by fellow Bangladeshis. After a brief opening section set in
East Pakistan-Nazneen's younger sister, the beautiful Hasina, elopes in a love marriage, and the quiet, plain
Nazneen is married off to an older man-Ali begins a meticulous exploration of Nazneen's life in London,
where her husband has taken her to live. Chanu fancies himself a frustrated intellectual and continually
expounds upon the "tragedy of immigration" to his young wife (and anyone else who will listen), while
letters from downtrodden Hasina provide a contrast to his idealized memories of Bangladesh. Nazneen, for
her part, leads a relatively circumscribed life as a housewife and mother, and her experience of London in the
1980s and '90s is mostly indirect, through her children (rebellious Shahana and meek Bibi) and her variously
assimilated neighbors. The realistic complexity of the characters is quietly stunning: Nazneen shrugs off her
passivity at just the right moment, and the supporting cast-Chanu, the ineffectual patriarch; Nazneen's defiant
and struggling neighbor, Razia (proud wearer of a Union Jack sweatshirt); and Karim, the foolish young
Muslim radical with whom Nazneen eventually has an affair-are all richly drawn. By keeping the focus on
their perceptions, Ali comments on larger issues of identity and assimilation without drawing undue attention
to the fact, even gracefully working in September 11. Carefully observed and assured, the novel is free of
pyrotechnics, its power residing in Ali's unsparing scrutiny of its hapless, hopeful protagonists.
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From The New Yorker
Ali's sharp-witted tale explores the immigrant's dilemma of belonging. Nazneen, a young Bangladeshi
woman, moves to London's Bangla Town (around the street of the title) in the mid-nineteen-eighties after an
arranged marriage with an older man. Seen through Nazneen's eyes, England is at first utterly baffling, but
over the seventeen years of the narrative (which takes us into the post-September 11th era), she gradually
finds her way, bringing up two daughters and eventually starting an all-female tailoring business.
Meanwhile, the more outwardly assertive characters—her comically pompous husband, her rebellious sister
back in Bangladesh, and a young Muslim activist with whom Nazneen has an affair—lose their bearings in
their various attempts to embrace or reject their heritage. In Ali's subtle narration, Nazneen's mixture of

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000242411


traditionalism and adaptability, of acceptance and restlessness, emerges as a quiet strength.
Copyright © 2005 The New Yorker

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Teddy Hathorn:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Brick Lane: A
Novel suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The particular book
untitled Brick Lane: A Novelis the main of several books which everyone read now. This book was inspired
many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know prior
to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core
of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world with this book.

Mary Rohan:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story or even
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this Brick Lane: A
Novel.

Alma Brady:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because book
has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Brick Lane:
A Novel provide you with new experience in reading through a book.

Marivel Tye:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful images
on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this period,
many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.



Therefore this Brick Lane: A Novel can make you feel more interested to read.
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