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Pastors are tasked with the incredibly demanding job of caring for the spiritual,
emotional, and, at times‚ physical needs of their people. While seminary is
helpful preparation for many of the challenges pastors face, there’s far more to
pastoral ministry than what can be covered in the classroom. Designed as a
reference guide for nearly every situation a pastor will face, this comprehensive
book by seasoned pastors Kent Hughes and Doug O’Donnell is packed full of
biblical wisdom and practical guidance related to the reality of pastoral ministry
in the trenches. From officiating weddings to conducting funerals to visiting the
sick, this book will equip pastors and church leaders with the knowledge they
need to effectively minister to their flocks, both within the walls of the church
and beyond.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Everyday Latin phrases spring to mind to describe The Pastor’s Book: It is a magnum opus—a major work
for all ministers, incorporating one and a half lifetimes of gathered pastoral resources. It will be a vade
mecum—the go-to book and faithful companion for younger ministers, to guide, inform, and sometimes
correct and restrain. It should prove to be a sine qua non for all who are engaged in gospel ministry over the
long haul—the very book needed to help re-calibrate and refresh. These pages constitute a love-gift to their
fellow under-shepherds from Kent Hughes and Douglas Sean O’Donnell. They have put all who love
Christ’s church in their lasting debt.”
—Sinclair B. Ferguson, Professor of Systematic Theology, Redeemer Seminary, Dallas, Texas

“This is an immensely helpful, Scripture-saturated resource for busy pastors, explaining the practical ‘how
to’s’ of leading weddings, funerals, baptisms, the Lord’s Supper, personal counseling, and weekly worship
services. It reflects the accumulated wisdom of decades of ministry, and it comes from the pen of a godly,
wise senior pastor for whom I have the highest appreciation and respect.”
—Wayne Grudem, Research Professor of Theology and Biblical Studies, Phoenix Seminary

“The Pastor's Book should be on the shelf of every young preacher heading out into gospel ministry. It is a
resource volume—meant to guide you into good practice and provide you with language for a variety of
pastoral settings. Its success comes from the authors’ mutual hallmark of disciplined and careful
preparation.”
—David R. Helm, Pastor, Holy Trinity Church, Chicago; Chairman, The Charles Simeon Trust

“This is an invaluable resource for every pastor or church leader, at whatever stage of life and ministry. Full
of biblical and theological insights, practical applications, and excellent examples, it will become an essential
companion and guide for a multitude of ministry opportunities and challenges.”
—David Jackman, Former President, Proclamation Trust, London, England

“Veteran pastors Kent Hughes and Douglas O'Donnell have given us a wonderful, biblically anchored,
gospel-centered resource. This is an invaluable, go-to treasure for busy pastors. From invocations to
benedictions and from weddings to funerals, this volume is a very helpful guide in confidently exercising our
duties as ministers of the gospel. What a gift!”
—Crawford W. Loritts Jr., Senior Pastor, Fellowship Bible Church, Roswell, Georgia; author, A
Passionate Commitment

“I wish I had had this book when I began my ministry as a pastor! It pulls back the curtain to show us what
we need to know about our calling and the expectations of our people. It gives a breadth and context to
pastoral responsibilities I’ve not see in other similar books.”
—Erwin W. Lutzer, Senior Pastor, The Moody Church, Chicago, Illinois

“The Pastor’s Book is a remarkable resource, forged over four decades of Hughes’ pastoral experience. It is
historically informed, biblically grounded, thoroughly Christ-centered, and imminently practical. This is a
book that the new pastor and the veteran minister alike will return to again and again as they press through
the crucible of pastoral ministry.”
—Aaron Messner, Senior Minister, Westminster Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, Georgia



“Pastors must be prepared for almost any imaginable situation. From weekly sermons and counseling to
hospital visitations and funerals, the pastoral tasks vary from day to day, even from hour to hour. Kent
Hughes provides the type of theologically rich handbook every minister needs on his shelf. Hughes is a
sagacious guide to the many facets of pastoral ministry, and his program for ministry is deeply rooted in
Scripture. I am confident that pastors will be greatly served by this book and better equipped for faithful
ministry in every avenue of life.”
—R. Albert Mohler Jr., President and Joseph Emerson Brown Professor of Christian Theology, The
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

“I can only imagine the benefits I would have received if I had been given this book on my ordination day. I
not only look forward to having my own copy but also securing one for the young men I have the privilege
of mentoring for gospel ministry. The Pastor’s Book is a well-written and comprehensive compendium on
pastoral ministry. Get it and use it, and may our Lord’s church again be blessed by ministers called of God
who give themselves to ‘the ministry of prayer and the Word.’”
—Harry L. Reeder III, Senior Pastor, Briarwood Presbyterian Church, Birmingham, Alabama

“Whether you are a newly minted pastor or a veteran, you will find this all-in-one resource for pastoral
ministry a very helpful book. This book will actually remind pastors there are many wonderful resources to
draw upon, all of which equip us to biblically minister in the various roles and contexts we find ourselves
pastoring within.”
—Jay S. Thomas, Lead Pastor, Chapel Hill Bible Church, Chapel Hill, North Carolina

“Veteran pastor and author Kent Hughes has written what will surely prove to be one of the most widely
used and useful guides to pastoral ministry available to young pastors. As I read through this volume, I was
struck over and over again by the practical wisdom, measured assessment, and confident admonition that
could come only from one who has pastored—and pastored thoughtfully and well—for many years. The
benefit this book will be for pastors and their churches is incalculable. What a gift this is.”
—Bruce A. Ware, T. Rupert and Lucille Coleman Professor of Christian Theology, The Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary

About the Author

R. Kent Hughes (DMin, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School) is senior pastor emeritus of College Church in
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series, and Psalms in the Knowing the Bible series.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jose Reed:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Pastor's Book: A Comprehensive and Practical Guide
to Pastoral Ministry as the daily resource information.

Maude Porter:

The book untitled The Pastor's Book: A Comprehensive and Practical Guide to Pastoral Ministry is the e-
book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was
did a lot of investigation when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The Pastor's Book: A Comprehensive and Practical
Guide to Pastoral Ministry from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Thomas Heiden:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting The Pastor's Book: A
Comprehensive and Practical Guide to Pastoral Ministry that give your fun preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to know
world a great deal better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that
reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every
you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick The Pastor's Book: A
Comprehensive and Practical Guide to Pastoral Ministry become your personal starter.

Robert Frith:

This The Pastor's Book: A Comprehensive and Practical Guide to Pastoral Ministry is great book for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can say
no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having The Pastor's Book: A Comprehensive and Practical Guide to Pastoral Ministry in your
hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that
offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this really is good reading
book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?
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