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Music has always been esteemed for its power to speak directly to our higher
consciousness, a power founded in the purity of simple harmonic ratios. In this
book, Alain Danielou traces the development of musical scales and tuning from
their origins in both China and India, through their merging in ancient Greece,
and on to the development of the Western traditions of modal and polyphonic
music. Understanding these potent harmonic relationships offers a way for
today's musicians to transcend the limitations of overly rationalistic music by
drawing on its metaphysical roots.
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Editorial Review

Review
"With his fierce, global intelligence, Alain Danielou was the first to wake up the West to the universality of
musical harmony and its potential for planetary consciousness." (W.A. Mathieu, author of The Listening
Book and The Musical Life)

"Our debt to his scholarship and humanity is immeasurable." (The Times Literary Supplement)

Language Notes
Text: English, German (translation)

From the Inside Flap
MUSIC

Music, above all other arts, has always been esteemed for its power to speak directly to our higher
consciousness. Based on unchanging laws of number and proportion, music also embodies the fundamental
metaphysical principles underlying everyday reality. How do these two aspects of music’s power, it’s twin
roots in consciousness and mathematics, relate to one another? And why does each of the world’s music
systems seem to have its own unique effects on consciousness?

Music and the Power of Sound is a new and thoroughly revised edition of Alain Daniélou’s pioneering
Introduction to the Study of Musical Scales, an important book that for many years has been virtually
unobtainable in the West. In these pages, Daniélou traces the development of musical scales from their
origins in both China and India, through the merging in ancient Greece of those two systems, and on to the
development of the Western musical traditions of modal and polyphonic music.

Because musical pitches have specific frequencies, their relationships can be expressed numerically as ratios
of greater or lesser complexity: the simpler the ratio, the more euphonious the harmony. The musicians of
antiquity understood scales to be either cycles of simple intervals (China), arrays of varying intervals around
a central pitch (India), or a combination of the two (Greece). Any one of these methods of construction
resulted in a multitude of contrasting scales, each capable of expressing distinct emotional and spiritual
states. Those scales, Daniélou argues, not only reflected but also influenced the spiritual values of their
parent civilizations.

In the purity of simple harmonic ratios can be found the secrets of music’s affective power. These potent
harmonic relationships offer a way for today’s musicians to transcend the limitations of our overly
rationalistic musical system and fashion a synthesis with the metaphysical roots of the most eternal of arts.

ALAIN DANIÉLOU (1907-1994), the founder of the International Institute of Comparative Musicology in
Berlin, elucidated for tens of thousands of readers the meanings of the arts and religious traditions of both
East and West. He was an accomplished player of the v?nã and taught in the music department at the
University of Benares. His numerous books, the product of a career spanning six decades, include: The
Myths and Gods of India; Gods of Love and Ecstasy; While the Gods Play; Virtue, Success, Pleasure, and
Liberation; The Phallus; Yoga: Mastering the Secrets of Matter and the Universe; and The Complete Kãma
S?tra.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Thomas Carroll:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Music and the Power of Sound: The Influence of Tuning
and Interval on Consciousness. Try to stumble through book Music and the Power of Sound: The Influence
of Tuning and Interval on Consciousness as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel
alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The
book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's
make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

James Smith:

The publication with title Music and the Power of Sound: The Influence of Tuning and Interval on
Consciousness has a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book.
That book exist new know-how the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the
world currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring
you inside new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.

Jeffery Harman:

The reason? Because this Music and the Power of Sound: The Influence of Tuning and Interval on
Consciousness is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it
will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the
book in such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still
convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving
your talent and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I
will go to the book store hurriedly.

Sharon Scott:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Music and the Power of Sound: The Influence of Tuning and Interval on Consciousness your brain
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but
surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become one
type conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get before. The Music and the Power of Sound:
The Influence of Tuning and Interval on Consciousness giving you a different experience more than blown
away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are



finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time
activity?
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