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In this sixth volume of The History of Middle-earth the story reaches The Lord of
the Rings. In The Return of the Shadow (an abandoned title for the first volume)
Christopher Tolkien describes, with full citation of the earliest notes, outline
plans, and narrative drafts, the intricate evolution of The Fellowship of the Ring
and the gradual emergence of the conceptions that transformed what J.R.R.
Tolkien for long believed would be a far shorter book, 'a sequel to The Hobbit'.
The enlargement of Bilbo's 'magic ring' into the supremely potent and dangerous
Ruling Ring of the Dark Lord is traced and the precise moment is seen when, in
an astonishing and unforeseen leap in the earliest narrative, a Black Rider first
rode into the Shire, his significance still unknown. The character of the hobbit
called Trotter (afterwards Strider or Aragorn) is developed while his indentity
remains an absolute puzzle, and the suspicion only very slowly becomes certainty
that he must after all be a Man. The hobbits, Frodo's companions, undergo
intricate permutations of name and personality, and other major figures appear in
strange modes: a sinister Treebeard, in league with the Enemy, a ferocious and
malevolent Farmer Maggot.

The story in this book ends at the point where J.R.R. Tolkien halted in the story
for a long time, as the Company of the Ring, still lacking Legolas and Gimli,
stood before the tomb of Balin in the Mines of Moria. The Return of the Shadow
is illustrated with reproductions of the first maps and notable pages from the
earliest manuscripts.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Collectively, these volumes are marketed as "The History of The Lord of the Rings" and tell alternate stories
of the siege of Middle-earth and Sauron's defeat.
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author

CHRISTOPHER TOLKIEN is the third son of J.R.R. Tolkien. Appointed by Tolkien to be his literary
executor, he has devoted himself to the editing and publication of unpublished writings, notably The
Silmarillion, Unfinished Tales, and The History of Middle-earth.

J.R.R. TOLKIEN (1892–1973) is the creator of Middle-earth and author of such classic and extraordinary
works of fiction as The Hobbit, The Lord of the Rings, and The Silmarillion. His books have been translated
into more than fifty languages and have sold many millions of copies worldwide.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Martinez:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Return of the Shadow: The History of The Lord of
the Rings, Part One (The History of Middle-Earth, Vol. 6).

Maria Kraus:

The book The Return of the Shadow: The History of The Lord of the Rings, Part One (The History of
Middle-Earth, Vol. 6) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem
together with your subject. If you can make studying a book The Return of the Shadow: The History of The
Lord of the Rings, Part One (The History of Middle-Earth, Vol. 6) to be your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You
can know everything if you like open and read a guide The Return of the Shadow: The History of The Lord
of the Rings, Part One (The History of Middle-Earth, Vol. 6). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?



Ann Edwards:

This The Return of the Shadow: The History of The Lord of the Rings, Part One (The History of Middle-
Earth, Vol. 6) tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why
of this The Return of the Shadow: The History of The Lord of the Rings, Part One (The History of Middle-
Earth, Vol. 6) can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading
food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is
definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-
book and printed versions. Beside that this The Return of the Shadow: The History of The Lord of the Rings,
Part One (The History of Middle-Earth, Vol. 6) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example
rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

Beverly Hill:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Return of the Shadow: The
History of The Lord of the Rings, Part One (The History of Middle-Earth, Vol. 6), you may enjoy both. It is
fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout
folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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