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The City Assembled is a history of the elements of cities: streets, public places,
urban divisions (religious, political, and social), and the frontiers of city and
countryside. Kostof follows the evolution of city components to modern times.
He discusses "urban process": the effect on cities of natural disasters like the
Great Fire of London and the Lisbon earthquake, war, and comprehensive
redevelopment, compared with traditional patterns of growth and change. The
current recovery from modernist extremes has made us look again at what we
treasure in traditional urban life, and how we can recharge the old forms with
contemporary common sense. Over 300 drawings, prints, paintings, and
photographs help to tell the story, illustrating both patterns and uses, from the
colonnaded streets of ancient Palmyra to gentrified London squares. A fitting
testament to the wide-ranging intellect of Professor Kostof, The City Assembled
is at once an exercise in architectural and social history, a case study for the
present, and a pointer for the future. 346 illustrations, 40 in color.
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The City Assembled is a history of the elements of cities: streets, public places, urban divisions (religious,
political, and social), and the frontiers of city and countryside. Kostof follows the evolution of city
components to modern times. He discusses "urban process": the effect on cities of natural disasters like the
Great Fire of London and the Lisbon earthquake, war, and comprehensive redevelopment, compared with
traditional patterns of growth and change. The current recovery from modernist extremes has made us look
again at what we treasure in traditional urban life, and how we can recharge the old forms with contemporary
common sense. Over 300 drawings, prints, paintings, and photographs help to tell the story, illustrating both
patterns and uses, from the colonnaded streets of ancient Palmyra to gentrified London squares. A fitting
testament to the wide-ranging intellect of Professor Kostof, The City Assembled is at once an exercise in
architectural and social history, a case study for the present, and a pointer for the future. 346 illustrations, 40
in color.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
This final book by noted architectural historian Kostof, who died in 1991, is a companion to The City
Shaped ( LJ 10/1/91; LJ's Best Books of 1991, LJ 1/92, p. 56). Here he considers the parts that make up the
city through time--walls, urban divisions, public places, the street, and the urban process. The book is wide-
ranging in time and space and presents the fruits of a lifetime of looking, but it is fragmented, appearing to
be almost an assembly of notes for a more considered work or for The City Shaped. Still, the author is an
astute observer, and his remarks are frequently illuminating for specialists and novices alike. This survey of
the microparts of cities will be of interest primarily to professionals and historians but also to urban
inhabitants, the same audience addressed by William Whyte ( City: Rediscovering Its Center , LJ 2/1/89).
- Jack Perry Brown, Art Inst. of Chicago Lib.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
Kostof...writes with tireless intelligence and commanding powers that never cease to surprise...tough,
brilliant, and rewarding. -- The Observer

About the Author
Spiro Kostof (1936-1991) was Professor of Architectural History at the University of California at Berkley,
and also taught at Yale, Columbia, MIT, and Rice universities.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Debra Rubino:

Here thing why this particular The City Assembled: The Elements of Urban Form Through History are
different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content
of computer which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The City Assembled: The Elements of
Urban Form Through History giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out
there but there is no book that similar with The City Assembled: The Elements of Urban Form Through
History. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in
the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in
playground, café, or even in your technique home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the
paper book maybe the form of The City Assembled: The Elements of Urban Form Through History in e-
book can be your alternative.

Linda Fite:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get wide range
of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have when
the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever



try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read is usually The City Assembled: The Elements of Urban Form Through History.

Jonathan Thurman:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The City Assembled: The
Elements of Urban Form Through History can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these guides have than the others?

Sergio Terry:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that
on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this The City Assembled: The Elements of Urban Form Through History can make you feel
more interested to read.
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