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This book presents a comprehensive overview of the human dimension of social
robots by discussing both transnational features and national peculiarities.
Addressing several issues that explore the human side of social robots, this book
investigates what a social robot is and how we might come to think about social
robotsin the different areas of everyday life. Organized around three sections
that deal with Perceptions and Attitudes to Social Robots, Human Interaction
with Social Robots, and Social Robots in Everyday Life, it explores the ideathat
even if the challenges of robot technol ogies can be overcome from a
technological perspective, the question remains as to what kind of machine we
want to have and use in our daily lives.

Lessons learned from previous widely adopted technologies, such as
smartphones, indicate that robot technologies could potentially be absorbed into
the everyday lives of humansin such away that it is the human that determines
the human-machine interaction. In asimilar way to how today’ s information and
communication technologies wereinitially designed for professional/industrial
use, but were soon commercialized for the mass market and then personalized by
humans in the course of daily practice, the use of social robotsis now facing the
same revolution of ‘domestication.” In the context of this transformation, which
involves the profound embedding of robots in everyday life, the *human’ aspect
of social robotswill play amajor part. This book sheds new light on this highly
topical issue, one of the central subjects that will be taught and studied at
universities worldwide and that will be discussed widely, publicly and repeatedly
in the near future.
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This book presents a comprehensive overview of the human dimension of social robots by discussing both
transnational features and national peculiarities. Addressing several issues that explore the human side of
social robots, this book investigates what a social robot is and how we might come to think about social
robotsin the different areas of everyday life. Organized around three sections that deal with Perceptions and
Attitudes to Social Robots, Human Interaction with Social Robots, and Social Robotsin Everyday Life, it
exploresthe idea that even if the challenges of robot technol ogies can be overcome from atechnol ogical
perspective, the question remains as to what kind of machine we want to have and use in our daily lives.

L essons learned from previous widely adopted technologies, such as smartphones, indicate that robot
technologies could potentially be absorbed into the everyday lives of humansin such away that it isthe
human that determines the human-machine interaction. In asimilar way to how today’ s information and
communication technologies were initially designed for professional/industrial use, but were soon
commerciaized for the mass market and then personalized by humans in the course of daily practice, the use
of social robotsis now facing the same revolution of ‘domestication.” In the context of this transformation,
which involves the profound embedding of robotsin everyday life, the ‘human’ aspect of social robots will
play amajor part. This book sheds new light on this highly topical issue, one of the central subjects that will
be taught and studied at universities worldwide and that will be discussed widely, publicly and repeatedly in
the near future.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

Addressing several issues that explore the human side of social robots, this book asks from a socia and
human scientific perspective what a social robot is and how we might come to think about social robotsin
the different areas of everyday life. Organized around three sections that deal with Perceptions and Attitudes
to Socia Robots, Human Interaction with Social Robots, and Social Robots in Everyday Life, the book
exploresthe ideathat even if technical problems related to robot technologies can be continuously solved
from a machine perspective, what kind of machine do we want to have and usein our daily lives?
Experiences from previously widely adopted technologies, such smartphones, hint that robot technologies
could potentially be absorbed into the everyday lives of humansin such away that it isthe human that
determines the human-machine interaction. In asimilar way to how today’ s information and communication
technologies were first designed for professional/industrial use, but which soon were commercialised for the
mass market and then personalised by humansin the daily practices of use, the use of social robotsis now
facing the same revolution of ‘domestication’. In this transformation, which involves the profound
embedding of robots in the everyday life, the ‘human’ aspect of a socia robot will have akey role to play.
Thisbook casts light on this burning issue, which is one of the central topics that will be taught and studied
in universities worldwide and that will be discussed widely, publicly and repeatedly in the near future. The
book makes a comprehensive overview of the human dimension of social robots by discussing both
transnational features and national specificities.

About the Author

Jane Vincent, Ph.D., Jane Vincent is Senior Research Fellow at the L SE Media and Communications
Department and Visiting Fellow with the Digital World Research Centre at the University of Surrey. She
researches the social practices of mobile communications and ICT users. Her studies for industry and
international academic organizations on the social shaping of technology, children’s and older peoples’ use
of mobile phones are published widely and Jane’ s work on emotions and mobile phonesis published in
English, German and Russian.

Sakari Taipale, Ph.D., isan Academy of Finland Research Fellow at the University of Jyvaskyla, Finland. He
isalso an Adjunct Professor at the University of Eastern Finland. Presently, heisrunning afive-year
research project on intergenerational relations in the digital societies. Taipale has published on the social
aspects of new media technologies and mobilitiesin many high-ranked academic journals, such as British
Journal of Sociology, New Media and Society, |nformation, Communication and Society, Social Science
Research, Telecommunications Policy, European Journal of Communication, and Mobilities. He has also
edited one book with Prof. Juho Saari and Dr. Sakari Kainulainen. Regarding robot research, Taipale has
studied the Eurobarometer 382 “Public Attitudes towards Robots’ data collected in 2012 and lectured on
social robotics at international academic events.

Bartolomeo Sapio, Ph.D., holds a Doctor Laurea Degree in Electronic Engineering summa cum laude at the
University of Rome“La Sapienza’. He is a senior researcher and project manager with Fondazione Ugo
Bordon participating in several international projects. He has carried out methodol ogical research in the field
of scenario analysis, developing the original methods WISE, SEARCH and GIMMICKS, and applying them
to multimedia, broadband networks, the Internet, mobile services and the convergence between fixed and
mobile networks. He designed and implemented SIMULAB (Scenario-engineering Interactive Multimedia
LABoratory), an advanced work environment to carry out research activitiesin the field of Scenario
Engineering. He was Chairman of COST (COoperation in the field of Scientific and Technical research)
Action 298 “Participation in the Broadband Society”, and a member in the Management Committees of
COST Action 1S0605 “A Telecommunications Economics COST Network — Econ@Tel” and COST Action



A22 “Foresight methodol ogies — Exploring new ways to explore the future”, where he chaired the Working
Group “Integrating Narratives and Numbers’. Heis currently the coordinator of an EU-funded project
carried out within the Seventh Framework Programme: CUMULUS (Certification infrastrUcture for MUIti-
Layer cloUd Services).

Leopoldina Fortunati, Ph.D., is professor of Sociology of Communication at the Faculty of Education of the
University of Udine. She has conducted several research projectsin the field of gender studies, cultural
processes and communication and information technologies. She is the author and editor of many books, is
associate editor of the journal The Information Society and serves as referee for many outstanding journals.
Sheisactive at European level especially in COST networks and is the Italian representative in the COST
Domain Committee (ISCH, Individuas, Societies, Cultures and Health). She is the co-chair with Richard
Ling of the International Association "The Society for the Social Study of Mobile Communication”
(SSSMC). Her works have been published in eleven languages: Bulgarian, Chinese, English, French,
German, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Russian, Slovenian, and Spanish.

Giuseppe Lugano, Ph.D., works in Brussels as Science Officer for COST, the longest-running European
framework for cooperation in science and technology. He holds a M Sc degree in Computer Science and a
PhD in Cognitive Science. His publications and research interests deal with the conceptual design of
technol ogies and services for community and sustainable living.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Sylvia Cunningham:

The knowledge that you get from Social Robots from a Human Perspective is the more deep you excavating
the information that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to know but Social Robots from a Human Perspective giving you joy fedling of reading. The
copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the
idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We suggest you for having that Social Robots from a Human Perspective instantly.

Kirk Mathews:

This Social Robots from a Human Perspective are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful
person, why. The main reason of this Social Robots from a Human Perspective can be one of many great
books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with
information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it al
over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Social
Rabots from a Human Perspective forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So, let's have it appreciate
reading.

Brandon Gentry:

That publication can make you to feel relax. Thiskind of book Social Robots from a Human Perspective was
colorful and of course has pictures around. Aswe know that book Social Robots from a Human Perspective



has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can
read and believe that you are the character on there. So, not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes
you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.

Donald Barber:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half parts of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book Social Robots from a Human
Perspective to make your own reading is interesting. Y our own skill of reading ability is devel oping when
you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression
about book and reading especialy. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to open up abook and read it.
Beside that the guide Socia Robots from a Human Perspective can to be your brand-new friend when you're
really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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