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Should Christians be for or against the free market? For or against globalization?
How are we to live in a world of scarcity? William Cavanaugh uses Christian
resources to incisively address basic economic matters -- the free market,
consumer culture, globalization, and scarcity -- arguing that we should not just
accept these as givens but should instead change the terms of the debate.

Among other things, Cavanaugh discusses how God, in the Eucharist, forms us to
consume and be consumed rightly. Examining pathologies of desire in
contemporary "free market" economies, Being Consumed puts forth a positive
and inspiring vision of how the body of Christ can engage in economic
alternatives. At every turn, Cavanaugh illustrates his theological analysis with
concrete examples of Christian economic practices.
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Editorial Review

Review

Joseph Mangina
— Wycliffe College, Toronto
"Many Christians vaguely sense that all is not well with their relation to consumer society, but find it
difficult to name just what ails them. In Being Consumed William Cavanaugh offers the clearest, most
helpful diagnosis I have ever seen. No liberal guilt-tripping here, just some serious theological reflection on
matters like God, desire, justice, pluralism, and the nature of human freedom. I especially like Cavanaugh's
concrete examples of economic practices consistent with life in the body of Christ. This book will be
required reading in my introductory theology course."
 
Gavin D'Costa
— University of Bristol
"Rampaging retail therapy in our Western economics requires a radical analyst. We have an Augustinian
prophetic voice in William Cavanaugh, who subjects the free market, consumer culture, globalization, and
scarcity to Catholic interrogation. He employs the traditions of Augustine, Aquinas, Hans Urs von Balthasar,
and John Paul II, proposing an alternative desire that transforms the church and our practices. Envisioning a
eucharistic justice that leaves us rich in community-caring and prosperous in our constant sharing,
Cavanaugh is lucid, personal, practical, and theologically wise."
 
M. Therese Lysaught
— Marquette University
"Can a book free Christians from the ‘invisible hand' that seems more and more to dominate every aspect of
our lives? William Cavanaugh provides a much-needed how-to manual for just such a liberation. Clearly
written and even entertaining, Being Consumed frees us from the ironic position of ‘having no choice' but to
live by the rules of free-market consumerism in a globalized world of scarce resources. . . Cavanaugh makes
clear that the everyday economic life of Christians can be different and can make a difference. And he sows
seeds that could, if taken seriously by Christians and churches, produce well over a hundredfold — produce,
that is, a revolution."
 
Catholic Register
"Being Consumed is a thoughtful look at a difficult set of issues. I highly recommend it to anyone who wants
to understand better how we might apply Christian teaching within our modern economic framework"

Expository Times
“Cavanaugh provides a nuanced, yet accessible theological analysis of consumer culture.”
 
Religious Studies Review
“An ecclesiologically informed economics whose capacity to transform our lives, if we would heed its
various concrete suggestions, should not be underestimated.”
 
Interpretation
“This is a highly readable and incisive book. Cavanaugh boldly engages contemporary economic
assumptions — and some of their theological shortcomings — with wit and vigor, and he proves to be a



knowledgeable and thoughtful guide.”
 
New Theology Review
“In four accessible chapters Cavanaugh deals with issues that constituted this decade’s social, economic,
political, environmental, and human rights crises. . . . [The book’s] brevity is attractive, but that in no way
dilutes its compelling depth.”
 
Christian Century
"Being Consumed: Economics and Christian Desire is a deceptively short yet theologically deep book. . .
.Thoughtful and well-timed.”
 
Catholic Books Review
“Cavanaugh’s treatment of a complex subject is filled with insights, careful analysis, and helpful
suggestions. . . . This book is a must for Catholic and Christian college libraries.”
 

About the Author

William T. Cavanaugh is senior research professor at the Center for World Catholicism and Intercultural
Theology and professor of Catholic studies at DePaul University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Melvin Belknap:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Being Consumed:
Economics and Christian Desire? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Wendy Clark:

The e-book with title Being Consumed: Economics and Christian Desire includes a lot of information that
you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how
the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is important to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era
of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Patricia Howland:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
Being Consumed: Economics and Christian Desire the mind will drift away trough every dimension,



wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every
word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never
get prior to. The Being Consumed: Economics and Christian Desire giving you yet another experience more
than blown away your head but also giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now
let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are
finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Walter Son:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Being Consumed: Economics and Christian Desire
was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Being Consumed:
Economics and Christian Desire has many kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example
Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore
not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose
the best book in your case and try to like reading in which.
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