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Extending deep into the caverns of humanity's oldest memories, beyond 60,000
years of history and into the Dreamtime, this collection of Australian Aboriginal
myths has been passed down through the generations by tribal storytellers. The
myths were compiled at the turn of the century by K. Langloh Parker, one of the
first Europeans to realize their significance and spiritual sophistication. Saved
from drowning by Aboriginal friends when she was just a child, Parker
subsequently gained unique access to Aboriginal women and to stories that had
previously eluded anthropologists.

In the stories, women tell of their own initiations and ceremonies, the origins and
destiny of humanity, and the behavioral codes for society. Included are stories of
child-rearing practices, young love in adversity, the dangers of invoking the
spiritual powers, the importance of social sharing, the role of women in male
conflicts, the dark feminine, and the transformational power of language. Wise
Women of the Dreamtime allows us to participate in the world's oldest stories and
to begin a new dream of harmony between human society and nature.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Australian writer Lambert has done a masterful job of editing the traditional Aboriginal myths and stories
collected by Katie Langloh Parker (1856-1940). Parker, whose life was saved by an Aboriginal girl as a
child, spent most of her life on an outback ranch and befriended several Aboriginal women. From them she
gathered tales that she translated into English and later published. Parker was meticulous in her effort to
convey the true essence and meaning of each story. The 14 stories Lambert has chosen from Parker's
collection concern ancestral powers, animal powers, magic, and healing. They provide an interesting
perspective on major life themes as perceived by traditional Aboriginal women. Lambert has included her
own insightful commentaries for each myth. This well-written anthology should be of value to academic
libraries with collections on Australian Aboriginal culture, women's studies, and world mythology.
- Elizabeth Salt, Otterbein Coll. Lib., Westerville, Ohio
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"This well-written anthology provides an interesting perspective on major life themes . . . as perceived by
traditional Aboriginal women." (Library Journal)

"Parker's prose, although a century old, communicates well to today's reader. Although Parker herself wrote
that the sophisticated, dynamic textures of actual storytelling performances were untranslatable, her use of
Aboriginal names and lexicon helps create an affinity with the original stores.

"Lambert's uniformly thoughtful commentaries present select aspects of the Aboriginal worldview and
culture, intertwined with ethnographic detail. Lambert also frequently relates Aboriginal themes to issues
relevant to contemporary life, often those of immediate concern to women.

"Wise Women of the Dreamtime is a well presented book:The text, supporting material, artwork (the
reproductions of Dorothy Djuukulul's bark paintings are marvelous), and even the printing and paper stock
all work together to create a powerful and compelling volume." (Shaman's Drum)

"Australian writer Lambert has done a masterful job of editing the traditional Aboriginal myths and stories
collected by Katie Langloh Parker (1856-1940). Parker, whose life was saved by an Aboriginal girl as a
child, spent most of her life on an outback ranch and befriended several Aboriginal women. From them she
gathered tales that she translated into English and later published. Parker was meticulous in her effort to
convey the true essence and meaning of each story. The 14 stories Lambert has chosen from Parker's
collection concern ancestral powers, animal powers, magic, and healing. They provide an interesting
perspective on major life themes as perceived by traditional Aboriginal women. Lambert has included her
own insightful commentaries for each myth. This well-written anthology should be of value to academic
libraries with collections on Australian Aboriginal culture, women's studies, and world mythology." (Library
Journal (Friday , October 01, 1993) Elizabeth Salt, Otterbein Coll. Lib., Westerville, Ohio)

"Truly universalist, these tales are an intriguing introduction into one of the first traceable world views, one
revering the feminine." (Gynocratic Visions)

From the Back Cover



WOMAN'S STUDIES / MYTHOLOGY / ABORIGINAL CULTURE

Extending deep into the caverns of humanity's oldest memories, beyond 60,000 years of history and into the
Dreamtime, this collection of Australian Aboriginal myths has been passed down through the generations by
tribal storytellers. The myths were compiled at the turn of the century by K. Langloh Parker, one of the first
Europeans to realize their significance and spiritual sophistication. Saved from drowning by Aboriginal
friends when she was just a child, Parker subsequently gained unique access to Aboriginal women and to
stories that had previously eluded anthropologists.

In the stories, women tell of their own initiations and ceremonies, the origins and destiny of humanity, and
the behavioral codes for society. Included are stories of child-rearing practices, young love in adversity, the
dangers of invoking the spiritual powers, the importance of social sharing, the role of women in male
conflicts, the dark feminine, and the transformational power of language. Wise Women of the Dreamtime
allows us to participate in the world's oldest stories and to begin a new dream of harmony between human
society and nature.

An Australian-born actress and writer, JOHANNA LAMBERT has been deeply involved in Aboriginal
issues for many years. She studied with the renowned Aboriginal film and stage director Brian Syron and is
also the editor of the audio edition of Wise Women of the Dreamtime.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rosa Flint:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Wise Women of the Dreamtime: Aboriginal Tales of
the Ancestral Powers. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we
know about how is important a book Wise Women of the Dreamtime: Aboriginal Tales of the Ancestral
Powers. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known.
About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or
perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to
the library. Let's read.

Paul Lopez:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is
this Wise Women of the Dreamtime: Aboriginal Tales of the Ancestral Powers.



David Dabbs:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the book untitled Wise Women of the Dreamtime: Aboriginal Tales of the Ancestral Powers
can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Thomas Busch:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic
as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Wise Women of the Dreamtime: Aboriginal
Tales of the Ancestral Powers why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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