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In the mid 1920s L ukécs wrote a sustained and passionate response to Stalin’'s
onslaught on his earlier seminal work History and Class Consciousness.
Unpublished at the time, Lukécs himself thought that the text had been destroyed.
However, a group of researchers recently found the manuscript gathering dust in
the newly opened archives of the CPSU in Moscow. Now for the first time, this
fascinating, polemical and intense text is available in English. It isacrucial part
of ahidden intellectual history and will transform interpretations of Lukacs's
oeuvre.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Lukécs's polemic tells of adogmatic, corrupt, ultimately murderous period in the transition from Stalinism
... it tells a'so of the passion, so vividly Judaic and Central European, for the life and clash of
ideas.”—George Steiner, Times Literary Supplement

“We amost hear Lenin himself murmuring, it happens that for eighty years no Marxist has ever properly
understood History and Class Consciousness! Splendidly translated here by Esther Ledlie and contextualized
by an introduction by John Rees and a conclusion by Slavoj ZiZek (both of them stimulating and
suggestive).”—Fredric Jameson, Radical Philosophy

About the Author

Georg Lukécs (1885-1971) was a Hungarian Marxist philosopher and literary critic. Most scholars
consider him to be the founder of the tradition of Western Marxism. He contributed the ideas of reification
and class consciousness to Marxist philosophy and theory, and his literary criticism was influential in
thinking about realism and about the novel as aliterary genre. He served briefly as Hungary’s Minister of
Culture following the 1956 Hungarian Revolution.

Esther Ledieisalecturer in English and Humanities at Birkbeck College, London. Sheis the author of
Walter Benjamin: Overpowering Conformism and sits on the editorial boards of Historical Materialism,
Radical Philosophy and Revolutionary History.

Slavoj ZiZek isaSlovenian philosopher and cultural critic. He is a professor at the European Graduate
School, International Director of the Birkbeck Institute for the Humanities, Birkbeck College, University of
London, and a senior researcher at the Institute of Sociology, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia. His books
include Living in the End Times, First as Tragedy, Then as Farce, In Defense of Lost Causes, four volumes
of the Essential ZiZek, and many more.

John Reesisawriter, broadcaster and activist. His books include The Algebra of Revolution and
Imperialism and Resistance. He is the writer and presenter of the Timeline TV series, amember of the
editorial board of the online magazine Counterfire, and co-founder of the Stop the War Coalition.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Linda Caron:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare time to
perform others business, it is make you fed bored faster. And you have time? What did you do? Every
person has many guestions above. The doctor has to answer that question simply because just their can do
this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need thiskind of A Defence of History and Class Consciousness. Tailism and
the Dialectic to read.



Frances Smith:

This A Defence of History and Class Consciousness: Tailism and the Dialectic tend to be reliable for you
who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this A Defence of History and Class
Consciousness: Tailism and the Dialectic can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving
you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that probably will shock
your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this A Defence of History and Class
Consciousness. Tailism and the Dialectic giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary,
giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and
revel in reading.

Antonio Fdlls:;

The particular book A Defence of History and Class Consciousness. Tailism and the Dialectic will bring
someone to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out theideais very unique.
Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book A Defence of History and
Class Consciousness: Tailism and the Dialectic is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the
e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Nancy Royals:

A lot of people aways spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Do you redlize? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity thisis ook different you can read the
book. It isreally fun for you personaly. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a guide. The book A Defence of History and Class Consciousness: Tailism and the Dialecticitis
quite good to read. There are alot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book.
Y ou can mOore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The priceis not very costly but this book
possesses high quality.
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