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Ruth Reichl is a born storyteller. Through her restaurant reviews, where she
celebrated the pleasures of a well-made meal, and her bestselling memoirs that
address our universal feelings of love and loss, Reichl has achieved a special
place in the hearts of hundreds of thousands of readers. Now, with this magical
debut novel, she has created a sumptuous, wholly realized world that will enchant
you.
 
Billie Breslin has traveled far from her home in California to take a job at
Delicious!, New York’s most iconic food magazine. Away from her family,
particularly her older sister, Genie, Billie feels like a fish out of water—until she
is welcomed by the magazine’s colorful staff. She is also seduced by the vibrant
downtown food scene, especially by Fontanari’s, the famous Italian food shop
where she works on weekends. Then Delicious! is abruptly shut down, but Billie
agrees to stay on in the empty office, maintaining the hotline for reader
complaints in order to pay her bills.
 
To Billie’s surprise, the lonely job becomes the portal to a miraculous discovery.
In a hidden room in the magazine’s library, Billie finds a cache of letters written
during World War II by Lulu Swan, a plucky twelve-year-old, to the legendary
chef James Beard. Lulu’s letters provide Billie with a richer understanding of
history, and a feeling of deep connection to the young writer whose courage in
the face of hardship inspires Billie to comes to terms with her fears, her big sister
and her ability to open her heart to love.

Praise for Delicious!
 
“Compulsively readable . . . a treat for anyone who loves a warm, character-
packed tale—a delectable mix of flavor, fantasy, and emotional comfort
food.”—O: The Oprah Magazine
 
“[Reichl’s] New York is a fairy-tale town where beautiful food abounds. . . .  The
novel presents a whole passel of surprises: a puzzle to solve; a secret room;
hidden letters; the legacy of James Beard; and a parallel, equally plucky heroine
from the past, who also happens to be a culinary prodigy.”—The New York
Times Book Review
 
“Fascinating characters . . . There’s romance, intrigue, food history, and the
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fictional appearance of a very real American culinary icon.”—The Austin
Chronicle

“Reichl’s vivid descriptions of food will have readers salivating, and an insider’s
look at life at a food magazine is fascinating. Her satisfying coming-of-age novel
of love and loss vividly demonstrates the power of food to connect people across
cultures and generations.”—Library Journal (starred review)
 
“This savory feast of a first novel blends the rich gifts that readers of Reichl’s
memoirs and food writing have come to expect. To a tantalizing coming-of-age
story about a budding chef and journalist she adds a bittersweet tale of separated
sisters.”—More
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Ruth Reichl is a born storyteller. Through her restaurant reviews, where she celebrated the pleasures of a
well-made meal, and her bestselling memoirs that address our universal feelings of love and loss, Reichl has
achieved a special place in the hearts of hundreds of thousands of readers. Now, with this magical debut
novel, she has created a sumptuous, wholly realized world that will enchant you.
 
Billie Breslin has traveled far from her home in California to take a job at Delicious!, New York’s most
iconic food magazine. Away from her family, particularly her older sister, Genie, Billie feels like a fish out
of water—until she is welcomed by the magazine’s colorful staff. She is also seduced by the vibrant
downtown food scene, especially by Fontanari’s, the famous Italian food shop where she works on
weekends. Then Delicious! is abruptly shut down, but Billie agrees to stay on in the empty office,
maintaining the hotline for reader complaints in order to pay her bills.
 
To Billie’s surprise, the lonely job becomes the portal to a miraculous discovery. In a hidden room in the
magazine’s library, Billie finds a cache of letters written during World War II by Lulu Swan, a plucky
twelve-year-old, to the legendary chef James Beard. Lulu’s letters provide Billie with a richer understanding
of history, and a feeling of deep connection to the young writer whose courage in the face of hardship
inspires Billie to comes to terms with her fears, her big sister and her ability to open her heart to love.

Praise for Delicious!
 
“Compulsively readable . . . a treat for anyone who loves a warm, character-packed tale—a delectable mix of
flavor, fantasy, and emotional comfort food.”—O: The Oprah Magazine
 
“[Reichl’s] New York is a fairy-tale town where beautiful food abounds. . . .  The novel presents a whole
passel of surprises: a puzzle to solve; a secret room; hidden letters; the legacy of James Beard; and a parallel,
equally plucky heroine from the past, who also happens to be a culinary prodigy.”—The New York Times
Book Review
 
“Fascinating characters . . . There’s romance, intrigue, food history, and the fictional appearance of a very
real American culinary icon.”—The Austin Chronicle

“Reichl’s vivid descriptions of food will have readers salivating, and an insider’s look at life at a food
magazine is fascinating. Her satisfying coming-of-age novel of love and loss vividly demonstrates the power
of food to connect people across cultures and generations.”—Library Journal (starred review)
 
“This savory feast of a first novel blends the rich gifts that readers of Reichl’s memoirs and food writing
have come to expect. To a tantalizing coming-of-age story about a budding chef and journalist she adds a
bittersweet tale of separated sisters.”—More
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Trevor Wright:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all
day every day to reading a reserve. The book Delicious!: A Novel it is extremely good to read. There are a
lot of those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not
have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book
through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Joan Davis:

Why? Because this Delicious!: A Novel is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to
snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic
author who also write the book in such incredible way makes the content within easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive
aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So ,
still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Adriana Cornell:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
record in your reading list is actually Delicious!: A Novel. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills
can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get
many advantages.

Eliza Gold:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Delicious!: A Novel to make your own personal
reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing when you including reading.
Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at



especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and examine it. Beside that the book
Delicious!: A Novel can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what
must you're doing of their time.
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