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From the time of Locke, discussions of personal identity have often ignored the
question of our basic metaphysical nature: whether we human people are
biological organisms, spatial or temporal parts of organisms, bundles of
perceptions, or what have you. The result of this neglect has been centuries of
wild proposals and clashing intuitions.

What Are We? is the first general study of this important question. It beings by
explaining what the question means and how it differs from others, such as
questions of personal identity and the mind-body problem. It then examines in
some depth the main possible accounts of our metaphysical nature, detailing both
their theoretical virtues and the often grave difficulties they face.

The book does not endorse any particular account of what we are, but argues that
the matter turns on more general issues in the ontology of material things. If
composition is universal--if any material things whatever make up something
bigger--then we are temporal parts of organisms. If things never compose
anything bigger, so that there are only mereological simples, then we too are
simples--perhaps the immaterial substances of Descartes--or else we do not exist
at all (a view Olson takes very seriously). The intermediate view that some things
compose bigger things and others do not leads almost inevitably to the
conclusion that we are organisms. So we can discover what we are by working
out when composition occurs.
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metaphysical nature: whether we human people are biological organisms, spatial or temporal parts of
organisms, bundles of perceptions, or what have you. The result of this neglect has been centuries of wild
proposals and clashing intuitions.

What Are We? is the first general study of this important question. It beings by explaining what the question
means and how it differs from others, such as questions of personal identity and the mind-body problem. It
then examines in some depth the main possible accounts of our metaphysical nature, detailing both their
theoretical virtues and the often grave difficulties they face.

The book does not endorse any particular account of what we are, but argues that the matter turns on more
general issues in the ontology of material things. If composition is universal--if any material things whatever
make up something bigger--then we are temporal parts of organisms. If things never compose anything
bigger, so that there are only mereological simples, then we too are simples--perhaps the immaterial
substances of Descartes--or else we do not exist at all (a view Olson takes very seriously). The intermediate
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Editorial Review

Review

"Olson presents all the serious options on personal ontology, together with the best reasons for and against
them. And he shows that each of these options has implications for a wide variety of philosophical topics--
not just personal identity over time--and also that those topics have implications for each of these options.
What Are We? is clear enough to be of use to the philosophical novice, but sophisticated enough and fair
enough to withstand the scrutiny of professional philosophers. For anyone who wants to understand the
question "What are we?"--and who wants to see how to begin to answer that question in a principled way--
there is to better guide than Olson's book."--Trenton Merricks, Times Literary Supplement

"This is a good book. Its philosophical sophistication and rigor should recommend it to anyone working on
the metaphysics of persons, and its scope and readability should recommend it to anyone teaching
metaphysics to upper level undergraduates or graduate students. Whether or not this is a question with an
answer, accompanying Olson on his trip through the logical space it carves out is enjoyable and rewarding."-
-Michael O'Rourke, Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews

About the Author

Eric T. Olson is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Sheffield.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charline Fendley:

Here thing why this What Are We?: A Study in Personal Ontology (Philosophy of Mind) are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer
which is the content is as delicious as food or not. What Are We?: A Study in Personal Ontology
(Philosophy of Mind) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any guide out there but
there is no reserve that similar with What Are We?: A Study in Personal Ontology (Philosophy of Mind). It
gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in
the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in area,
café, or even in your method home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book
maybe the form of What Are We?: A Study in Personal Ontology (Philosophy of Mind) in e-book can be
your alternative.



Kent Walker:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read
one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the What Are We?: A Study in
Personal Ontology (Philosophy of Mind) is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Christopher Parker:

The guide with title What Are We?: A Study in Personal Ontology (Philosophy of Mind) contains a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular book
exist new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today.
That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

William Harris:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be examine. What Are We?: A Study in Personal Ontology (Philosophy of Mind) can be your
answer because it can be read by you who have those short time problems.
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