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The twenty-seven books of the New Testament were not the only writings
produced by early Christians. Nor were they the only ones to be accepted, at one
time or another, as sacred Scripture. Unfortunately, nearly all the other early
Christian writings have been lost or destroyed. But approximately twenty-five
books written at about the same time as the New Testament have survived--books
that reveal the rich diversity of early Christian views about God, Jesus, the world,
salvation, ethics, and ritual practice.
This reader presents, for the first time in one volume, every Christian writing
known to have been produced during the first hundred years of the church (30-
130 C.E.). In addition to the New Testament itself, it includes other,
noncanonical Gospels, Acts, Epistles, and Apocalypses, as well as additional
important writings, such as those of the Apostolic Fathers. Each text is provided
in an up-to-date and readable translation (including the NRSV for the New
Testament), and introduced with a succinct and incisive discussion of its author,
date of composition, and overarching themes. This second edition adds The
Martyrdom of Polycarp, an important text that will enhance the collection's
utility in the classroom. It also features Ehrman's new, accessible translations of
many of the noncanonical works and provides updated introductions that
incorporate the most recent scholarship.
With an opening overview that shows how the canon of the New Testament came
to be formulated--the process by which some Christian books came to be
regarded as sacred Scripture whereas others came to be excluded--this accessible
reader will meet the needs of students, scholars, and general readers alike. An
ideal primary text for courses in the New Testament, Christian Origins, and Early
Church History, it can be used in conjunction with its companion volume, the
author's The New Testament: A Historical Introduction to the Early Christian
Writings, 3/e (OUP, 2003).
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during the first hundred years of the church (30-130 C.E.). In addition to the New Testament itself, it
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writings, such as those of the Apostolic Fathers. Each text is provided in an up-to-date and readable
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features Ehrman's new, accessible translations of many of the noncanonical works and provides updated
introductions that incorporate the most recent scholarship.
With an opening overview that shows how the canon of the New Testament came to be formulated--the
process by which some Christian books came to be regarded as sacred Scripture whereas others came to be
excluded--this accessible reader will meet the needs of students, scholars, and general readers alike. An ideal
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Editorial Review

Review

"At last! A coursebook that sets the New Testament documents in the context of other Christian literature
from the same period. Ehrman's collection presents the New Testament in a truly 'historical' way and is a
worthy companion to his The New Testament: A Historical Introduction to the Early Christian Writings.
Ehrman's collection should obviate the need for professors of the New Testament to assign several books of
documents for their courses."--Elizabeth A. Clark, Duke University

About the Author
Bart D. Ehrman is at University of North Carolina.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Geraldine Davis:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled The New Testament and Other Early Christian
Writings: A Reader can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Allan Nguyen:

This The New Testament and Other Early Christian Writings: A Reader is great reserve for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only
gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having
The New Testament and Other Early Christian Writings: A Reader in your hand like finding the world in
your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen
moment right but this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs.
stressful do you still doubt this?



Katrina White:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The New Testament and Other
Early Christian Writings: A Reader which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
notice.

Melvin Robinson:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students
but additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. By book The New Testament and Other Early Christian Writings: A Reader we can have
more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this
book The New Testament and Other Early Christian Writings: A Reader. You can more attractive than now.
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