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How free is the Northern Irish writer to produce even a short poem when every
word will be scrutinised for its political subtext? Is the visual artist compelled to
react to the latest atrocity? Must the creative artist be aware of his or her own
inculcated prejudices and political affiliations, and must these be revealed overtly
in the artwork? Because of these and other related questions, the recent work by
Northern Irish writers and visual artists has been characterised by an inward-
looking self-consciousness. It is an art that relays its personal responses in
guarded, often coded ways. Characterised by obliquity and self-reflexivity, the
art does not simply re-present events and the artist s emotive response towards
them; rather, it calls attention to the manner of its presentation. It is an art about
art, and its role and place in society. Governing the Tongue examines how the
creation of art in a time of violence brings about an anxiety in the Northern Irish
artist regarding his or her artistic role, and how it calls into question the ability to
represent events. The series of essays is inter-disciplinary in its approach,
exploring the place of art its role and location in the work of key Northern Irish
writers (Ciaran Carson, Seamus Deane, Brian Friel, Seamus Heaney, Michael
Longley, Medbh McGuckian, Eoin McNamee, Glenn Patterson) and visual artists
(Willie Doherty, Rita Donagh, Paul Seawright, Victor Sloan).
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Shane Alcobia-Murphy is a lecturer in English at the University of Aberdeen. He has published widely on
Northern Irish literature and visual art. He is the author of Sympathetic Ink: Intertextual Relations in
Northern Irish Poetry (Liverpool UP, 2006) and has edited Crosscurrents in Irish and Scottish Literature
(Ollscoil na Banríona, 2004).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Thomas Berg:

The book Governing the Tongue give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to
make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain
or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Governing the Tongue
being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge
about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Governing
the Tongue. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do
you think about this book?

Willie McCorkle:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day long to
reading a e-book. The book Governing the Tongue it is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to
develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your
smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

Gerald Kelly:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of course.
People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is usually
Governing the Tongue.



Roberta Lawrence:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make a professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information quicker to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet,
newspapers, book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book.
The book that recommended to your account is Governing the Tongue this book consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer
made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.
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