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Because traumatic events are unbearable in their horror and intensity, they often
exist as memories that are not immediately recognizable as truth. Such
experiences are best understood not only through the straightforward acquisition
of facts but through a process of discovering where and why conscious
understanding and memory fail. Literature, according to Cathy Caruth and others,
opens a window on traumatic experience because it teaches readers to listen to
what can be told only in indirect and surprising ways. Sociology, film, and
political activism can also provide new ways of thinking about and responding to
the experience of trauma.

In Trauma and Memory, a distinguished group of analysts and critics offer a
compelling look at what literature and the new approaches of a variety of clinical
and theoretical disciplines bring to the understanding of traumatic experience.
Combining two highly-acclaimed special issues of American Imago edited by
Caruth, this interdisciplinary collection of essays and interviews will be of
interest to analysts and critics concerned with the notion of trauma and the
problem of interpretation and, more generally, to those interested in current
discussions of subjects such as child abuse, AIDS, and the effects of historical
atrocities such as the Holocaust.

Contributions by:  Georges Bataille, Harold Bloom, Laura Brown, Cathy
Caruth, Kai Erikson, Shoshana Felman, Henry Krystal, Claude Lanzmann, Dori
Laub, Kevin Newmark, Onno van der Hart, and Bessel van der Kolk. Interviews
with:  Robert Jay Lifton, Gregg Bordowitz, Douglas Crimp, and Laura Pinsky
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Because traumatic events are unbearable in their horror and intensity, they often exist as memories that are
not immediately recognizable as truth. Such experiences are best understood not only through the
straightforward acquisition of facts but through a process of discovering where and why conscious
understanding and memory fail. Literature, according to Cathy Caruth and others, opens a window on
traumatic experience because it teaches readers to listen to what can be told only in indirect and surprising
ways. Sociology, film, and political activism can also provide new ways of thinking about and responding to
the experience of trauma.

In Trauma and Memory, a distinguished group of analysts and critics offer a compelling look at what
literature and the new approaches of a variety of clinical and theoretical disciplines bring to the
understanding of traumatic experience. Combining two highly-acclaimed special issues of American Imago
edited by Caruth, this interdisciplinary collection of essays and interviews will be of interest to analysts and
critics concerned with the notion of trauma and the problem of interpretation and, more generally, to those
interested in current discussions of subjects such as child abuse, AIDS, and the effects of historical atrocities
such as the Holocaust.

Contributions by:  Georges Bataille, Harold Bloom, Laura Brown, Cathy Caruth, Kai Erikson, Shoshana
Felman, Henry Krystal, Claude Lanzmann, Dori Laub, Kevin Newmark, Onno van der Hart, and Bessel van
der Kolk. Interviews with:  Robert Jay Lifton, Gregg Bordowitz, Douglas Crimp, and Laura Pinsky
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Editorial Review

Review

An unusually informative, as well as sensitive, series of essays with important ramifications for
interdisciplinary theory and both social and literary thought. Caruth and her contributors work at the very
intersection of contemporary life and scholarship.

(Geoffrey Hartman, Yale University)

These essays offer fresh approaches on the subject of trauma from both a psychoanalytic and contemporary
theoretical point of view. The combination of theoretical articles about trauma with interviews about its
ongoing effects is a particular strength?and a particularly appropriate approach when the topic itself is
silence or testimony about trauma. The book will be of great interest to those in the psychoanalytic
community interested in this kind of interdisciplinary work.

(Alan Bass, Ph.D., Psychoanalyst)

Review

"An unusually informative, as well as sensitive, series of essays with important ramifications for
interdisciplinary theory and both social and literary thought. Caruth and her contributors work at the very
intersection of contemporary life and scholarship." -- Geoffrey Hartman, Yale University

About the Author

Cathy Caruth  is associate professor of English at Yale University. She is the author of Empirical Truths
and Critical Fictions, also available from Johns Hopkins.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lonnie Bowers:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Trauma: Explorations in
Memory book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.



Edna Garza:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Trauma: Explorations in Memory
that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the
world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much better then how they react toward the
world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you
who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is
possible to pick Trauma: Explorations in Memory become your personal starter.

Holley Shipman:

You could spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Trauma: Explorations in Memory is simple
bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much
space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You
can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you
buy this book.

Jessica Bradburn:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Trauma: Explorations in Memory
as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you
feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially.
Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any
other book likes Trauma: Explorations in Memory to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types
of book like here.
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