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Jung-ling's family considers her bad luck because her mother died giving birth to
her. They discriminate against her and make her feel unwanted yet she yearns
and continuously strives for her parents' love. Her stepmother is vindictive and
cruel and her father dismissive. Jung-ling grows up to be an academic child, with
a natural ability for writing. Only her aunt and grandfather offer her any love and
kindness. The story is of survival in the light of the mental and physical cruelty
of her stepmother and the disloyalty of her siblings. Jung-ling blossoms in spite
of everything and the story ends as her father agrees to let her study in England.
A Puffin Modern Classic edition of this bestselling autobiography, celebrating
ten years of publication.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Chinese Cinderella is the perfect title for Adeline Yen Mah's compelling autobiography in which, like the
fairy-tale maiden, her childhood was ruled by a cruel stepmother. "Fifth Younger Sister" or "Wu Mei," as
Yen Mah was called, is only an infant when her father remarries after her mother's death. As the youngest of
her five siblings, Wu Mei suffers the worst at the hands of her stepmother Niang. She is denied carfare,
frequently forgotten at school at the end of the day, and whipped for daring to attend a classmate's birthday
party against Niang's wishes. Her father even forgets the spelling of her name when filling out her school
enrollment record. In her loneliness, Wu Mei turns to books for company: "I was alone with my beloved
books. What bliss! To be left in peace with Cordelia, Regan, Gonoril, and Lear himself--characters more real
than my family... What happiness! What comfort!" Even though Wu Mei is repeatedly moved up to grades
above those of her peers, it is only when she wins an international play-writing contest in high school that
her father finally takes notice and grants her wish to attend college in England. Despite her parent's
heartbreaking neglect, she eventually becomes a doctor and realizes her dream of being a writer.

Teens, with their passionate convictions and strong sense of fair play, will be immediately enveloped in the
gross injustice of Adeline Yen Mah's story. A complete glossary, historical notes on the state of Chinese
society and politics during Yen Mah's childhood, and the legend of the original Chinese Cinderella round out
this stirring testimony to the strength of human character and the power of education. (Ages 10 to 15) --
Jennifer Hubert

From Publishers Weekly
Mah revisits the territory she covered in her adult bestseller, Falling Leaves, for this painful and poignant
memoir aimed at younger readers. Blamed for the loss of her mother, who died shortly after giving birth to
her, Mah is an outcast in her own family. When her father remarries and moves the family to Shanghai to
evade the Japanese during WWII, Mah and her siblings are relegated to second-class status by their
stepmother. They are given attic rooms in their big Shanghai home, they have nothing to wear but school
uniforms, and they subsist on a bare-bones diet while their stepmother's children dine sumptuously. Mah
finds escape from this emotionally barren landscape at school, but the academic awards she wins only enrage
her jealous siblings and stepmother, and she is eventually torn from her auntAher one championAand
shipped off to boarding school. That Mah eventually soars above her circumstances is proof of her strength
of character. The author recreates moments of cruelty and victory so convincingly that readers will feel
almost as if they're in the room with her. She never veers from a child's sensibility; the child in these pages
rarely judges the actions of those around her, she's simply bent on surviving. Mah easily weaves details of
her family's life alongside the traditions of China (e.g., her grandmother's bound feet) and the changes
throughout the war years and subsequent Communist takeover. This memoir is hard to put down. Ages 12-
up. (Sept.)
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 6 Up-This absorbing autobiography tells the story of an unwanted child in upper-class 1940s China.
Because her mother died at her birth, Wu Mei (Fifth Younger Sister, renamed Adeline) was a "bad luck"
daughter, never forgiven by her father or her four older siblings. When she was a year old, her father
remarried. Her Eurasian stepmother produced two more children, who became the favored ones. Wu Mei's
efforts to attract her father's attention by consistent top marks at school were ignored and ridiculed except by
her Aunt Baba, who shared a similar outcast status in the family. Her aunt's constant affection and



encouragement provided the only relief to the girl's daily humiliation and emotional abuse. Determined to
separate the two, her parents sent the 11-year-old to boarding school. This was 1948; the Communists were
consolidating their power. Soon she was the only student left, abandoned and forgotten by her parents when
they fled to Hong Kong. Luckily, an aunt rescued her and returned her to her unwelcoming family. There,
enrolled in another Catholic school, she finally gained her father's permission to study in England. Mah has
told this story before, in her best-selling autobiography, Falling Leaves (Wiley, 1998). This version for
younger readers is more sharply focused, seen through the lens of the story of Ye Xian, a version of the
"Cinderella" tale dating back to the ninth century. Fourteen pages of front matter and the slow beginning
necessary to introduce the unfamiliar setting may deter some readers, but those who persevere will be
rewarded by the rich depiction of a very different world.
Kathleen Isaacs, Edmund Burke School, Washington, DC
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lori Johnson:

The book Chinese Cinderella (Puffin Modern Classics) can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book
Chinese Cinderella (Puffin Modern Classics)? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one
aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book
Chinese Cinderella (Puffin Modern Classics) has simple shape however you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Thomas Britton:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer
that question mainly because just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Chinese
Cinderella (Puffin Modern Classics) to read.

David Soto:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book
entitled Chinese Cinderella (Puffin Modern Classics) your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe
you never get ahead of. The Chinese Cinderella (Puffin Modern Classics) giving you another experience
more than blown away your head but also giving you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us
present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are
finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time



activity?

Irving Tarkington:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your
mind talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time
to be study. Chinese Cinderella (Puffin Modern Classics) can be your answer since it can be read by you
actually who have those short free time problems.
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