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In Dreams of the Burning Child, David Lee Miller explores the uncanny
persistence of filial sacrifice as a motif in English literature and its classical and
biblical antecedents. He combines strikingly original reinterpretations of the
Aeneid, Hamlet, The Winter's Tale, and Dombey and Son with perceptive
accounts of dreams found in memoirs, poems, and psychoanalytic texts. Miller
looks closely at the grisly fantasy of the sacrifice of sons as it is depicted in
classical epic, early modern drama, the nineteenth-century novel, the postcolonial
novel, the lyric, the funeral elegy, sacred scriptures, and psychoanalytic theory.
He also draws examples from painting, sculpture, photography, and architecture
into a witty and engaging discussion that ranges from the binding of Isaac to
Chinua Achebe's Things Fall Apart, and from questions of literary history to the
dilemmas of patriarchal masculinity.
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In Dreams of the Burning Child, David Lee Miller explores the uncanny persistence of filial sacrifice as a
motif in English literature and its classical and biblical antecedents. He combines strikingly original
reinterpretations of the Aeneid, Hamlet, The Winter's Tale, and Dombey and Son with perceptive accounts of
dreams found in memoirs, poems, and psychoanalytic texts. Miller looks closely at the grisly fantasy of the
sacrifice of sons as it is depicted in classical epic, early modern drama, the nineteenth-century novel, the
postcolonial novel, the lyric, the funeral elegy, sacred scriptures, and psychoanalytic theory. He also draws
examples from painting, sculpture, photography, and architecture into a witty and engaging discussion that
ranges from the binding of Isaac to Chinua Achebe's Things Fall Apart, and from questions of literary history
to the dilemmas of patriarchal masculinity.
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Editorial Review

Review
"In this fine book, Miller traces an ensemble of motifs, particularly the boy/old man and the father's witness,
across Western culture from its emergence in the 'aqedah' (the binding of Isaac) through Virgil and
Shakespeare to Chinua Achebe's Things Fall Apart. . . . Miller writes lucid prose and illuminates a cultural
narrative that will appeal to students of literature, philosophy, anthropology, religion, and gender. Summing
Up: Highly recommended. Upper-division undergraduates through faculty."?Choice, November 2003

"Miller's study is extremely satisfying to read, and his points are well-made and viable. He presents
supporting evidence for his thesis in a logical and measured fashion, and proves himself capable of textual
analysis of sources ranging widely across temporal and cultural boundaries."?Emily Morgan, Art History

"Miller's book functions as an imaginative structure and does so quite beautifully."?Rocky Mountain
Review, Spring 2004

"In Dreams of the Burning Child, David Lee Miller brilliantly illuminates a large number of crucial texts
from Western literature, including most prominently The Aeneid, Hamlet, The Winter's Tale, and Dickens's
Dombey and Son. He also sheds light on one of the sustaining narrative patterns of Western patriarchy, the
sacrifice of sons by their fathers. The sweep of Miller's argument, the cultural centrality of his concerns, and
the methodological sophistication of his approach make this an exhilarating and deeply informative
book."?Richard Helgerson, University of California, Santa Barbara

"David Lee Miller has written a rich, generous book of easy power, one that transforms a good deal of
important work in cultural studies of religion and theory of the subject into a thesis of brilliance, clarity, and
elegant simplicity. His prose is witty, lyrical, assured, and structurally tight, with certain topoi and lines of
thought running through the whole in persuasive and surprising ways."?Theresa M. Krier, University of
Notre Dame

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daisy Richardson:

The knowledge that you get from Dreams of the Burning Child: Sacrificial Sons and the Father's Witness is a
more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Dreams of the Burning Child: Sacrificial Sons and
the Father's Witness giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in particular
way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough.
This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of
Dreams of the Burning Child: Sacrificial Sons and the Father's Witness instantly.



Jennifer Galaviz:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Dreams of the Burning Child: Sacrificial Sons and the
Father's Witness as your daily resource information.

Janice Martin:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Dreams of the Burning Child:
Sacrificial Sons and the Father's Witness can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so
out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what
these publications have than the others?

Natalia Burton:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Dreams of
the Burning Child: Sacrificial Sons and the Father's Witness.
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