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Spanning a thousand years of history--and bringing the story to the present
through ethnographic fieldwork in Senegal, Gambia, and Mauritania--Rudolph
Ware documents the profound significance of Qur'an schools for West African
Muslim communities. Such schools peacefully brought Islam to much of the
region, becoming striking symbols of Muslim identity. Ware shows how in
Senegambia the schools became powerful channels for African resistance during
the eras of the slave trade and colonization. While illuminating the past, Ware
also makes signal contributions to understanding contemporary Islam by
demonstrating how the schools' epistemology of embodiment gives expression to
classical Islamic frameworks of learning and knowledge.

Today, many Muslims and non-Muslims find West African methods of Qur'an
schooling puzzling and controversial. In fascinating detail, Ware introduces these
practices from the viewpoint of the practitioners, explicating their emphasis on
educating the whole human being as if to remake it as a living replica of the
Qur'an. From this perspective, the transference of knowledge in core texts and
rituals is literally embodied in people, helping shape them--like the Prophet of
Islam--into vital bearers of the word of God.
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Spanning a thousand years of history--and bringing the story to the present through ethnographic fieldwork
in Senegal, Gambia, and Mauritania--Rudolph Ware documents the profound significance of Qur'an schools
for West African Muslim communities. Such schools peacefully brought Islam to much of the region,
becoming striking symbols of Muslim identity. Ware shows how in Senegambia the schools became
powerful channels for African resistance during the eras of the slave trade and colonization. While
illuminating the past, Ware also makes signal contributions to understanding contemporary Islam by
demonstrating how the schools' epistemology of embodiment gives expression to classical Islamic
frameworks of learning and knowledge.

Today, many Muslims and non-Muslims find West African methods of Qur'an schooling puzzling and
controversial. In fascinating detail, Ware introduces these practices from the viewpoint of the practitioners,
explicating their emphasis on educating the whole human being as if to remake it as a living replica of the
Qur'an. From this perspective, the transference of knowledge in core texts and rituals is literally embodied in
people, helping shape them--like the Prophet of Islam--into vital bearers of the word of God.
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Editorial Review

Review
An excellent and needed contribution to understanding classical Islamic learning methods.--American
Journal of Islamic Social Sciences

A fascinating new account of the history of taalibes.--Book and Ideas

Outstanding…With [this] publication, Ware has established his reputation as an authority on West African
history and Islamic epistemology.--Harvard Divinity Bulletin

Full of bold moves….An important book whose provocative and controversial exploration of the
phenomenology and epistemologies of West African Islam…succeeds in reopening the scholarship and
public debate about Islam, not only in West Africa but also in the Muslim world.--Comparative Studies of
South Asia, Africa and the Middle East

A compelling account of Muslim epistemology and a strong contribution to African history.--Journal of
Africana Religions

Review
Ware's astute historical analysis of the teaching and memorization of the Qur'an in the wider Senegambia
region, stretching over the second millennium C.E., serves as a lens to rewrite the story of Qur'an schooling
and West Africa, offering new and compelling perspectives on the social, political, economic, and religious
history of the area. This book will do a great service to and have a lasting impact on the field of African
history and the study of Islam in Africa." --Ruediger Seesemann, University of Bayreuth

Ware truly throws down a gauntlet in this bold and brilliantly argued volume, clearly practicing what he
preaches along the way. No one who reads this important book will fail to lament the stubborn boundaries
between Islamic Studies and African Studies that continue to deny us the fullest riches of both.--
Sherman A. Jackson, University of Southern California

Full of original ideas and interpretations, Ware's model of embodied Qur'anic learning is an important
contribution to our understanding of Islam in Africa.--Nile Green, University of California, Los Angeles



Ware's treatment of the body and bodily encounters in the transmission of knowledge and construction of
authority in Islam is truly path-breaking. This book is a major contribution to African history and Islamic
epistemology.--Ousmane Kane, Harvard Divinity School

About the Author
Rudolph T. Ware III is assistant professor of history at the University of Michigan.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Katy Pinkham:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this guide. This The Walking Qur'an: Islamic
Education, Embodied Knowledge, and History in West Africa (Islamic Civilization and Muslim Networks) is
simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much
space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can
save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Jose Bell:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
ok you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Walking Qur'an:
Islamic Education, Embodied Knowledge, and History in West Africa (Islamic Civilization and Muslim
Networks) which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Alejandro Jones:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book The Walking Qur'an: Islamic Education, Embodied
Knowledge, and History in West Africa (Islamic Civilization and Muslim Networks) was colorful and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book The Walking Qur'an: Islamic Education, Embodied
Knowledge, and History in West Africa (Islamic Civilization and Muslim Networks) has many kinds or type.
Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are
the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun
and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.

Teresa Hanson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,



except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra The Walking Qur'an: Islamic
Education, Embodied Knowledge, and History in West Africa (Islamic Civilization and Muslim Networks).
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