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Long overlooked by scholars, this seventh-century Life of the Virgin, attributed to
Maximus the Confessor, is the earliest complete Marian biography. Originally
written in Greek and now surviving only in Old Georgian, it is now trandated for
thefirst timeinto English. It isawork that holds profound significance for
understanding the history of late ancient and medieval Christianity, providing a
rich source for understanding the history of Christian piety.

This Lifeis especially remarkable for its representation of Mary's prominent
involvement in her son's ministry and her leadership of the early Christian
community. In particular, it reveals highly developed devotion to Mary's
compassionate suffering at the Crucifixion, anticipating by several centuries an
influential medieval style of devotion known as “affective piety” whose origins
generally have been confined to the Western High Middle Ages.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Shoemaker has provided us not only with the trandation but also with a thorough introduction to the whole
work . . . [an] important addition to the literature.” —Lawrence S. Cunningham, Commonweal
(Lawrence S. Cunningham Commonweal)

“Charming and indeed edifying . . . accessible . . . engaging.”—Bruce Foltz, Books and Culture
(Bruce Foltz Books and Culture)

“Shoemaker has done a great service. . . eminently readable . . . important.”—Jacob N. Van Sickle, Journal
of Early Christian Sudies
(Jacob N. Van Sickle Journal of Early Christian Sudies)

About the Author

Stephen J. Shoemaker is associate professor of religious studies at the University of Oregon. Helivesin
Springfield, OR.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Georgia Martinez:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for awhile is reading. Y eah,
by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific The Life of the Virgin:
Maximus the Confessor book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Hilda Dolan:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be ainformation or any news even a concern. What people must be consider any time
those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen within you if you take The Life of the Virgin: Maximus the Confessor as the daily resource
information.



Ana Smith:

The Life of the Virgin: Maximus the Confessor can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We
all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge
in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her
effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing The Life of the Virgin: Maximus the
Confessor nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into fresh
stage of crucial considering.

Beverly Woods:

This The Life of the Virgin: Maximus the Confessor is fresh way for you who has attention to look for some
information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Life of the Virgin: Maximus the
Confessor can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this specific book is easy to get
through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes | mean in the e-book
web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publicationis
the answer. So thereisn't any in reading areserve especially this one. Y ou can find actually looking for. It
should be here for you actually. So, don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life aswell as
knowledge.
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