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A classic of modern travel writing, An Area of Darkness is Nobel laureate V. S.
Naipaul’s profound reckoning with his ancestral homeland and an extraordinarily
perceptive chronicle of his first encounter with India.
Traveling from the bureaucratic morass of Bombay to the ethereal beauty of
Kashmir, from a sacred ice cave in the Himalayas to an abandoned temple near
Madras, Naipaul encounters a dizzying cross-section of humanity: browbeaten
government workers and imperious servants, a suavely self-serving holy man and
a deluded American religious seeker. An Area of Darkness also abounds with
Naipaul’s strikingly original responses to India’s paralyzing caste system, its
apparently serene acceptance of poverty and squalor, and the conflict between its
desire for self-determination and its nostalgia for the British raj. The result may
be the most elegant and passionate book ever written about the subcontinent.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Whatever his literary form, Naipaul is a master.” –The New York Review of Books

“This is India. I don’t know any other book that comes so near to capturing the whole crazy spectrum. . . .
Brilliant.” –John Wain, The Observer

“His narrative skill is spectacular. One returns with pleasure to the slow hand-in-hand revelation of both
India and himself. . . . There is a kind of displaced person who has a better sense of place than anybody: Mr.
Naipaul is an outstanding example.” –The Times (London)

“[Naipaul’s] penetrating, opinionated travel writing . . . makes up a remarkable running commentary on the
clash of civilizations.” –The New York Times

From the Inside Flap
A classic of modern travel writing, An Area of Darkness" is Nobel laureate V. S. Naipaul's profound
reckoning with his ancestral homeland and an extraordinarily perceptive chronicle of his first encounter with
India.
Traveling from the bureaucratic morass of Bombay to the ethereal beauty of Kashmir, from a sacred ice cave
in the Himalayas to an abandoned temple near Madras, Naipaul encounters a dizzying cross-section of
humanity: browbeaten government workers and imperious servants, a suavely self-serving holy man and a
deluded American religious seeker. An Area of Darkness also abounds with Naipaul's strikingly original
responses to India's paralyzing caste system, its apparently serene acceptance of poverty and squalor, and the
conflict between its desire for self-determination and its nostalgia for the British raj. The result may be the
most elegant and passionate book ever written about the subcontinent.

From the Back Cover
“Whatever his literary form, Naipaul is a master.” –The New York Review of Books

“This is India. I don’t know any other book that comes so near to capturing the whole crazy spectrum. . . .
Brilliant.” –John Wain, The Observer

“His narrative skill is spectacular. One returns with pleasure to the slow hand-in-hand revelation of both
India and himself. . . . There is a kind of displaced person who has a better sense of place than anybody: Mr.
Naipaul is an outstanding example.” –The Times (London)

“[Naipaul’s] penetrating, opinionated travel writing . . . makes up a remarkable running commentary on the
clash of civilizations.” –The New York Times

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eunice Bourque:

The book An Area of Darkness: A Discovery of India can give more knowledge and also the precise product



information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book An Area of
Darkness: A Discovery of India? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book
can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these.
Book An Area of Darkness: A Discovery of India has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Nathan Weaver:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject An Area of
Darkness: A Discovery of India suitable to you? The particular book was written by renowned writer in this
era. The particular book untitled An Area of Darkness: A Discovery of Indiais the main one of several books
that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this
book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their
thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This
book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of
the world within this book.

Keith Kemp:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this An
Area of Darkness: A Discovery of India, you may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide.
Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Anthony Balentine:

This An Area of Darkness: A Discovery of India is new way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you
know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this An Area of Darkness: A Discovery of
India can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this particular book is easy to get
simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the
e-book form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the
answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for you actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also
knowledge.
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