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In Robert Goddard’s third novel, a bestseller in the United Kingdom and now
back in print, is a masterful exercise in suspense set in Victorian-era England. On
a mild autumn afternoon in 1882, thirty-four-year-old husband and father
William Trenchard sits smoking his pipe in the garden of his comfortable family
home. When the creak of the garden gate announces the arrival of an unexpected
visitor, he is puzzled but not alarmed. He has no inkling of the destruction this
man will wreak on all he holds most dear.

The stranger offers his name as James Norton, but claims he is in reality Sir
James Davenall, the man to whom Trenchard’s wife Constance had once been
engaged, and who had supposedly committed suicide eleven years ago.
Davenall’s mother and younger brother, who has since inherited the family’s
baronetcy, refuse to recognize this stranger as one of their own, and they soon
force Trenchard—who fears the loss of his wife’s affections and his own
sanity—into an uneasy alliance against him. But Trenchard must plumb the
depths of his own despair before the dark secrets of the Davenall family can
finally, shockingly, be revealed.
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husband and father William Trenchard sits smoking his pipe in the garden of his comfortable family home.
When the creak of the garden gate announces the arrival of an unexpected visitor, he is puzzled but not
alarmed. He has no inkling of the destruction this man will wreak on all he holds most dear.

The stranger offers his name as James Norton, but claims he is in reality Sir James Davenall, the man to
whom Trenchard’s wife Constance had once been engaged, and who had supposedly committed suicide
eleven years ago. Davenall’s mother and younger brother, who has since inherited the family’s baronetcy,
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Editorial Review

Review

“[Painting the Darkness] has all the ingredients of a first-class melodrama . . . engaging and
satisfying.”—Times (UK)

“Goddard, a master of intricate period skullduggery, hits his stride with a superb thriller on the old, old
theme of the claimant to the identity of a long-vanished heir. . . . [A] superior Victorian sampler.”—Kirkus
Review (starred review)

“It explodes into action so that the reader is hooked by the time he reaches the third page. . . . A superb
storyteller.”—Sunday Independent (UK)

“Goddard goes from strength to strength. . . . This exciting story, with its careful complexity and
completeness—no loose ends—is a joy to read.”—Publishers Weekly

About the Author

Robert Goddard is the Edgar Award-winning, internationally bestselling author of The Ways of the World;
Long Time Coming; Into the Blue, which won the first WHSmith Thumping Good Read Award; and Past
Caring. He teaches history at the University of Cambridge and lives in Cornwall.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bethany Christiansen:

The book Painting the Darkness has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get
a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some
research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after looking
over this book.

Paul Heisler:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will get
lots of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you
have read will be Painting the Darkness.



Donna Kerns:

Painting the Darkness can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort
to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Painting the Darkness but doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it.
This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Jon Fuselier:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Painting the Darkness is simple
to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space
to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the
actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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