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Describing the radical transformation in German Infantry tactics that took place
during World War I, this book presents the first detailed account of the evolution
of stormtroop tactics available in English. It covers areas previously left
unexplored: the German Infantry's tactical heritage, the squad's evolution as a
tactical unit, the use of new weapons for close combat, the role of the elite assault
units in the development of new tactics, and detailed descriptions of offensive
battles that provided the inspiration and testing ground for this new way of
fighting. Both a historical investigation and a standard of excellence in infantry
tactics, Stormtroop Tactics is required reading for professional military officers
and historians as well as enthusiasts.

Contrary to previous studies, Stormtroop Tactics proposes that the German
Infantry adaption to modern warfare was not a straightforward process resulting
from the top down intervention of reformers but instead a bottom up
phenomenon. It was an accumulation of improvisations and ways of dealing with
pressing situations that were later sewn together to form what we now call
Blitzkrieg. Focusing on action at the company, platoon, and squad level,
Stormtroop Tactics provides a detailed description of the evolution of German
defensive tactics during World War I?tactics that were the direct forbears of
those used in World War II.
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Editorial Review

Review
"For too long, a curious mystery has enveloped the origin of German stormtroop tactics in World War I. Like
Topsy they just growed. But as Bruce Gudmundsson demonstrates in this admirable contribution to the
literature of military history, the principles of open-order tactics, which were at the heart of infiltration, go
back to the Boer War; even by the end of 1914, German commanders were experimenting with the rudiments
of new attack forms. That conventional trench warfare was bound to end, and did so on March 21, 1918,
should no longer puzzle us. What Colonel G. C. Wynne once did for the evolution of German defensive
tactics in the Great War, Captain Gudmundsson has now done, and remarkably, for their offensive
equivalent."-The Quarterly Journal of Military History

"[Stormtroop Tactics] is recommended reading for all military professionals."-INFANTRY MAGAZINE

"Very useful for modern soldiers who must consider how their own doctrine...must be adapted to meet the
changes technology and circumstance will impose on their own future battlefield."-ARMY

"Bruce Gudmundsson has written a useful book on the development of tactics in the German army in World
War I, with the emphasis on the evolution of stormtroop tactics....Gudmundsson's book is a good one: well-
researched, to the point, and logical in its presentation. It is essential reading for those interested both in
tactical innovation and in the German army in World War I."-The Journal of Military History

"ÝStormtroop Tactics¨ is recommended reading for all military professionals."-INFANTRY MAGAZINE

?[Stormtroop Tactics] is recommended reading for all military professionals.?-INFANTRY MAGAZINE

?Very useful for modern soldiers who must consider how their own doctrine...must be adapted to meet the
changes technology and circumstance will impose on their own future battlefield.?-ARMY

?Bruce Gudmundsson has written a useful book on the development of tactics in the German army in World
War I, with the emphasis on the evolution of stormtroop tactics....Gudmundsson's book is a good one: well-
researched, to the point, and logical in its presentation. It is essential reading for those interested both in
tactical innovation and in the German army in World War I.?-The Journal of Military History

?For too long, a curious mystery has enveloped the origin of German stormtroop tactics in World War I. Like
Topsy they just growed. But as Bruce Gudmundsson demonstrates in this admirable contribution to the
literature of military history, the principles of open-order tactics, which were at the heart of infiltration, go
back to the Boer War; even by the end of 1914, German commanders were experimenting with the rudiments
of new attack forms. That conventional trench warfare was bound to end, and did so on March 21, 1918,
should no longer puzzle us. What Colonel G. C. Wynne once did for the evolution of German defensive
tactics in the Great War, Captain Gudmundsson has now done, and remarkably, for their offensive
equivalent.?-The Quarterly Journal of Military History

About the Author

BRUCE I. GUDMUNDSSON is a military historian on the faculty of the Marine Corps Command and Staff



College, Quantico, Virginia. Mr. Gudmundsson is a frequent contributor to the Marine Corps Gazzette.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cassandra Martin:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get wide range
of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you have read will be
Stormtroop Tactics: Innovation in the German Army, 1914-1918.

Ophelia Ellis:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books.
On the list of books in the top list in your reading list will be Stormtroop Tactics: Innovation in the German
Army, 1914-1918. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Douglas Ham:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This reserve Stormtroop Tactics: Innovation in the German Army, 1914-1918 was
filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel
enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Nancy Thornton:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
By book Stormtroop Tactics: Innovation in the German Army, 1914-1918 we can consider more advantage.
Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book
Stormtroop Tactics: Innovation in the German Army, 1914-1918. You can more appealing than now.
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