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Despite all the hype surrounding the "New Atheism," the United States remains
one of the most religious nations on Earth. In fact, 95% of Americans believe in
God--a level of agreement rarely seen in American life. The greatest divisions in
America are not between atheists and believers, or even between people of
different faiths. What divides us, this groundbreaking book shows, is how we
conceive of God and the role He plays in our daily lives.

America's Four Gods draws on the most wide-ranging, comprehensive, and
illuminating survey of American's religious beliefs ever conducted to offer a
systematic exploration of how Americans view God. Paul Froese and Christopher
Bader argue that many of America's most intractable social and political
divisions emerge from religious convictions that are deeply held but rarely
openly discussed. Drawing upon original survey data from thousands of
Americans and a wealth of in-depth interviews from all parts of the country,
Froese and Bader trace America's cultural and political diversity to its ultimate
source--differing opinions about God. They show that regardless of our religious
tradition (or lack thereof), Americans worship four distinct types of God: The
Authoritative God--who is both engaged in the world and judgmental; The
Benevolent God--who loves and helps us in spite of our failings; The Critical
God--who catalogs our sins but does not punish them (at least not in this life);
and The Distant God--who stands apart from the world He created. The authors
show that these four conceptions of God form the basis of our worldviews and
are among the most powerful predictors of how we feel about the most
contentious issues in American life.

This updated edition includes a new preface and afterword in which the authors
reflect on their goals in writing this book, and explore trends that have developed
since the initial publication. America's Four Gods provides an invaluable portrait
of how we view God and therefore how we view virtually everything else.
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Despite all the hype surrounding the "New Atheism," the United States remains one of the most religious
nations on Earth. In fact, 95% of Americans believe in God--a level of agreement rarely seen in American
life. The greatest divisions in America are not between atheists and believers, or even between people of
different faiths. What divides us, this groundbreaking book shows, is how we conceive of God and the role
He plays in our daily lives.

America's Four Gods draws on the most wide-ranging, comprehensive, and illuminating survey of
American's religious beliefs ever conducted to offer a systematic exploration of how Americans view God.
Paul Froese and Christopher Bader argue that many of America's most intractable social and political
divisions emerge from religious convictions that are deeply held but rarely openly discussed. Drawing upon
original survey data from thousands of Americans and a wealth of in-depth interviews from all parts of the
country, Froese and Bader trace America's cultural and political diversity to its ultimate source--differing
opinions about God. They show that regardless of our religious tradition (or lack thereof), Americans
worship four distinct types of God: The Authoritative God--who is both engaged in the world and
judgmental; The Benevolent God--who loves and helps us in spite of our failings; The Critical God--who
catalogs our sins but does not punish them (at least not in this life); and The Distant God--who stands apart
from the world He created. The authors show that these four conceptions of God form the basis of our
worldviews and are among the most powerful predictors of how we feel about the most contentious issues in
American life.

This updated edition includes a new preface and afterword in which the authors reflect on their goals in
writing this book, and explore trends that have developed since the initial publication. America's Four Gods
provides an invaluable portrait of how we view God and therefore how we view virtually everything else.
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Editorial Review

Review

"America's Four Gods is an outstanding exposé on what exactly people mean when they talk about God. It is
essential reading for anyone who wants to understand how people think and feel about God."--Andrew
Newberg, M.D., author of Why We Believe What We Believe

"A tour de force showing what Americans believe about God and how it shapes their behavior. This path-
breaking work forces us to move beyond the ill-defined labels of religious liberals and conservatives to
understand how images of God move people to action." -- Roger Finke, Professor of Sociology & Religious
Studies, Penn State University

About the Author

Paul Froese is an Associate Professor of Sociology at Baylor University and fellow of the Baylor Institute
for Studies of Religion. His book The Plot to Kill God: Findings from the Soviet Experiment in
Secularization won the 2009 Distinguished Book Award from the Society for the Scientific Study of
Religion.

Christopher Bader is an Associate Professor of Sociology at Baylor University. He is co-director of the
Association of Religion Data Archives.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bill Flores:

This America's Four Gods: What We Say About God--And What That Says About Us tend to be reliable for
you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this America's Four Gods:
What We Say About God--And What That Says About Us can be one of several great books you must have
is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually with information that might be will
shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever
your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this America's Four Gods: What We Say About
God--And What That Says About Us forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.



Wanda Leopard:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept America's Four
Gods: What We Say About God--And What That Says About Us suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled America's Four Gods: What We Say About God--
And What That Says About Usis one of several books in which everyone read now. That book was inspired
many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know
before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise
the core of this guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So that
you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Lawrence Caulfield:

The guide with title America's Four Gods: What We Say About God--And What That Says About Us
contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This
book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the
world at this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book
will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so
you can read the item anywhere you want.

Matthew Simons:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
America's Four Gods: What We Say About God--And What That Says About Us the mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end
up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The America's Four Gods: What We Say About God--And
What That Says About Us giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but also
giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is
your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you
want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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