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In this extraordinary work Gilles Deleuze, the most renowned living philosopher
in France, reflects on one of the figures of the past who has most influenced his
own sweeping reconfiguration of the tasks of philosophy.Deleuze's brilliant text
shows how current definitions of philosophy do not apply to Spinoza: a solitary
thinker (yet scandalous and hated), he conceived of philosophy as an enterprise
of liberation and radical demystification much as did Leibniz or, later Nietzsche.
Spinoza confronts the grand philosophical problems that are still current today:
the comparative role of ontology (the theory of substance), of epistemology (the
theory of ideas), and of political anthropology (the theory of modes, passions,
and actions).The goal of this book is to determine the rapport among the
univocity of Being in the theory of substance; the production of truth and the
genesis of sense in the theory of ideas; and practical joy (or the elimination of the
sad passions) and the selective organization of the passions in the theory of
modes.
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In this extraordinary work Gilles Deleuze, the most renowned living philosopher in France, reflects on one of
the figures of the past who has most influenced his own sweeping reconfiguration of the tasks of
philosophy.Deleuze's brilliant text shows how current definitions of philosophy do not apply to Spinoza: a
solitary thinker (yet scandalous and hated), he conceived of philosophy as an enterprise of liberation and
radical demystification much as did Leibniz or, later Nietzsche. Spinoza confronts the grand philosophical
problems that are still current today: the comparative role of ontology (the theory of substance), of
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
In this intricately argued work, Deleuze claims that expression is a key to understanding Spinoza's
philosophy: If A expresses B, then A perfectly reproduces all of B's essential characteristics. Nature, for
instance, expresses God's essence. Deleuze thinks that Spinoza's use of expression revolutionizes philosophy;
God is no longer seen as the world's creator but is identical with it. Furthermore, expression characterizes not
only the nature of reality but also the manner in which Spinoza presents his philosophy, for the order in
which Spinoza presents his conclusions is supposed to copy the movement of reality. Deleuze maintains that
Leibniz shared Spinoza's revolutionary stress on expression. By their use of this idea, they founded modern
philosophy. In Deleuze's view, Descartes counts as pre-modern, since he did not use the notion of
expression. While Deleuze's grasp of Spinoza's thought is penetrating, his study is suitable only for scholars.
- David Gordon, Bowling Green State Univ., Ohio
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: French

About the Author
Gilles Deleuze (1925-1995) was Professor of Philosophy at the University of Paris VIII, Vincennes/Saint
Denis. He published 25 books, including five in collaboration with Félix Guattari.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dennis Thorpe:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Expressionism
in Philosophy: Spinoza? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time
with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
different opinion?

Eli Gaddy:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Expressionism in Philosophy: Spinoza is
our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
wish in this era.



Phillip Hicks:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Expressionism in Philosophy:
Spinoza is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not
have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to
read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when one buys this book.

Linda Harris:

Beside this specific Expressionism in Philosophy: Spinoza in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to
get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from
your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have
Expressionism in Philosophy: Spinoza because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if
you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from today!
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