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From "the best naval historian of his generation” (John Keegan), abrilliant
exploration of the significance of maritime power in shaping the western ideal of
political freedom.

In the great wars of modern history maritime powers have always prevailed over
land-based empires, whether Habsburg, Napoleonic, Nazi or Soviet. This
extraordinary book charts the growth of these powers in various western
countries, while also revealing the way in which supremacy at sea freed thought
and society itself. As noted historian Peter Padfield demonstrates, those nations
attaining mastery at sea have been distinguished by liberty, flexibility and
enterprise, a historical lesson of burning relevance today.

Maritime Supremacy details the struggles of the first supreme maritime powers
of the modern age, the Dutch and the British, and ends with the emergence of the
ultimate successor, the United States of America. Changes in society, politics,
trade--including the slave trade--and in naval capability are interwoven with
descriptions of the great sea battles by which world power was won. Bringing the
charactersvividly to life and immersing the reader in the drama of events,
Padfield challenges our view of the evolution of today's world.

"A work of stunning originality...this book confirms Padfield as a historian of the
highest order."--The Sunday Times (London)
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From "the best naval historian of his generation" (John Keegan), a brilliant exploration of the significance of
maritime power in shaping the western ideal of political freedom.

In the great wars of modern history maritime powers have always prevailed over land-based empires,
whether Habsburg, Napoleonic, Nazi or Soviet. This extraordinary book charts the growth of these powersin
various western countries, while also revealing the way in which supremacy at sea freed thought and society
itself. As noted historian Peter Padfield demonstrates, those nations attaining mastery at sea have been
distinguished by liberty, flexibility and enterprise, a historical lesson of burning relevance today.

Maritime Supremacy details the struggles of the first supreme maritime powers of the modern age, the Dutch
and the British, and ends with the emergence of the ultimate successor, the United States of America.
Changesin society, politics, trade--including the slave trade--and in naval capability are interwoven with
descriptions of the great sea battles by which world power was won. Bringing the characters vividly to life
and immersing the reader in the drama of events, Padfield challenges our view of the evolution of today's
world.

"A work of stunning originality...this book confirms Padfield as a historian of the highest order."--The
Sunday Times (London)
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

This book, akind of sequel to or refinement of Alfred T. Mahan's 19th-century classic The Influence of Sea
Power upon History, begins with a standard observation: In war, naval power tends to trump land power. But
Peter Padfield makes an even bolder claim: "Maritime supremacy is the key which unlocks most, if not all,
large questions of modern history, certainly the puzzle of how and why we--the Western democracies--are as
weare." To put it more frankly: "Our civilization (if we can lay so large aclaim), our beliefs, our dominance
are products not of superior minds or bravery, cunning, greed, or ruthlessness--common attributes of
mankind--still less of the Christian religion, the 'Protestant work ethic,' or blind chance, but of the particular
configuration of the seas and land masses that has given the advantage to powers able to use and command
the seas." That may sound incredibly deterministic, but also intriguing. The resulting discussion of military
and economic might on the seas begins with the Spanish Armada and concludes with the founding of the
United States. It's an engaging mix that will appeal to readers who like to tackle the big questions of history,
asin David S. Landes's The Wealth and Poverty of Nations or Thomas Sowell's Conquests and Cultures.
Best of all, readers need not agree with the striking thesis of Maritime Supremacy to profit from itsideas. In
the end, more than afew may wind up agreeing with Padfield that "We are the heirs of maritime supremacy."
--John J. Miller

Review
Outstanding....offers up naval campaigns and sea battles as vivid as any you will find in Patrick O'Brian. --
John Lehman, former Secretary of the Navy, The Wall Street Journal

[Padfield's] comprehension of the context and his natural, understandable absorption in the details are
expressed in fine writing. -- Stephen Howarth, Naval History Magazine

About the Author

Leading naval and military historian Peter Padfield is the author of many works of naval and military history
including, most recently, a history of submarine operations in the Second World War, War Beneath the Sea.,
and Himmler: Reichsfhrer SS, Hess: Fight for the Fhrer, Armada: A Celebration of the Four Hundredth
Anniversary of the Spanish Armada, and Guns at Sea: A History of Naval Gunnery.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Brian Grant:

The book Maritime Supremacy & the Opening of the Western Mind: Naval Campaigns That Shaped the
Modern World gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can use to make your capable
much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together
with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Maritime Supremacy & the Opening of the Western
Mind: Naval Campaigns That Shaped the Modern World to get your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about afew or all subjects. Y ou can know
everything if you like open up and read a publication Maritime Supremacy & the Opening of the Western
Mind: Naval Campaigns That Shaped the Modern World. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science e-



book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Jorge Wilson:

Beside this Maritime Supremacy & the Opening of the Western Mind: Naval Campaigns That Shaped the
Modern World in your phone, it could give you away to get closer to the new knowledge or information.
The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if
you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Maritime Supremacy & the
Opening of the Western Mind: Naval Campaigns That Shaped the Modern World because this book offers
for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's about.
Oh come on, that will not happen if you have thisinside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
guestionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to missthat? Find this book and also
read it from today!

Garry Brown:

On this erawhich is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust simple solution to have that. What you are related
isjust spending your time not much but quite enough to experience alook at some books. One of several
booksin the top listing in your reading list is actually Maritime Supremacy & the Opening of the Western
Mind: Naval Campaigns That Shaped the Modern World. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry
Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can
get many advantages.

Faye Springer:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half areas of the book. Y ou can choose the book Maritime Supremacy & the Opening of the
Western Mind: Naval Campaigns That Shaped the Modern World to make your own personal reading is
interesting. Y our own personal skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose
basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and studying especialy. It isto
be initial opinion for you to like to wide open abook and learn it. Beside that the e-book Maritime
Supremacy & the Opening of the Western Mind: Naval Campaigns That Shaped the Modern World can to be
anewly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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