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Hannah Arendt and Theodor W. Adorno, two of the most influential political
philosophers and theorists of the twentieth century, were contemporaries with
similar interests, backgrounds, and a shared experience of exile. Yet until now,
no book has brought them together. In this first comparative study of their work,
leading scholars discuss divergences, disclose surprising affinities, and find
common ground between the two thinkers. This pioneering work recovers the
relevance of Arendt and Adorno for contemporary political theory and
philosophy and lays the foundation for a critical understanding of political
modernity: from universalistic claims for political freedom to the abyss of
genocidal politics.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The book assembles the most distinguished experts on Arendt and Adorno. Despite the mutual antipathy
between the two thinkers, the study reveals they had a surprising affinity, especially with regard to the
critique and rethinking of modernity." (Fred Dallmayr University of Notre Dame)

"Hannah Arendt and T.W. Adorno are rarely discussed in the same breath. This fine collection draws out
points of overlap and causes the reader to pause and reflect about their similarities and differences on
important issues." (Stephen Eric Bronner Rutgers University)

"The essays in this highly illuminating and thought-provoking volume are intricately and convincingly
crafted to create new levels in the understanding of Arendt and Adorno as individuals, and in grasping the
philosophic relationship between them, despite and because of their differences." (Marica Morgan)

"Arendt and Adorno: Political and Philosophical Investigations is a long overdue and much needed volume
that takes the gaze off the personal relationship and focuses instead on the many theoretical affinities
between the two thinkers . . . [O]n the whole [the essays] offer a very rich and nuanced understanding of the
convergences and divergences between Adorno's and Arendt's thought." (Peg Birmingham)

"Theodor W. Adorno and Hannah Arendt are two of the most important and controversial theorists of the
twentieth century. Lars Rensmann's and Samir Gandesha's Arendt and Adorno is the first and only existing
English language collection of essays delving into the interconnections, overlaps, and disagreements within
the respective oeuvres of these German-American émigrés . . . Arendt and Adorno, in sophisticated and
experimental fashion, provides a primarily academic audience with a much needed addition to the current
debates (or more often lack of debate) between Arendtians and more classical Frankfurt School critical
theorists, as well as an inspiring introduction for those who have only recently become interested in these
thinkers." (Bryant William Sculos Marx & Philosophy Review of Books)

"This cogent, insightful account of two major intellectual figures seeks to reconstruct their theoretical
contexts, to identify their respective contributions, and to establish their continuing relevance. It offers an
important defense of a difference-sensitive universalism against particularisms of all kinds, from religious
fundamentalism to postmodern identity fetishism. This volume helps to renew critical theory and mobilize its
resources in order to explain and assess modernity." (Douglas Moggach University of Ottawa)

About the Author
Lars Rensmann is DAAD Assistant Professor of Political Science at the University of Michigan at Ann
Arbor. He is the author of The Frankfurt School and Antisemitism: Politics, Theory, and Philosophy
(forthcoming) and, with Andrei S. Markovits, Gaming the World: How Sports are Reshaping Global Politics
and Culture (2010). Samir Gandesha is Associate Professor of Modern European Thought and Culture and
Director of the Institute for the Humanities at Simon Fraser University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Harold Sparkman:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Arendt and Adorno: Political and Philosophical
Investigations. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how
is important a new book Arendt and Adorno: Political and Philosophical Investigations. You can add
information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching
by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Charles Thomas:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important usually. The book Arendt and Adorno: Political and Philosophical
Investigations has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Arendt and Adorno: Political and Philosophical
Investigations is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become your friend when you
really feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with
the book Arendt and Adorno: Political and Philosophical Investigations. You never experience lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Kenneth Clark:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get great deal
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is
actually Arendt and Adorno: Political and Philosophical Investigations.

Belinda Fergerson:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Arendt and Adorno: Political and Philosophical Investigations your head will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The Arendt and Adorno: Political and Philosophical
Investigations giving you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is
your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do
you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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