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Through window displays, newspapers, soap operas, gay bars, and other public
culture venues, Chinese citizens are negotiating what it means to be cosmopolitan
citizens of the world, with appropriate needs, aspirations, and longings. Lisa
Rofel argues that the creation of such “desiring subjects” is at the core of China’s
contingent, piece-by-piece reconfiguration of its relationship to a post-socialist
world. In a study at once ethnographic, historical, and theoretical, she contends
that neoliberal subjectivities are created through the production of various
desires—material, sexual, and affective—and that it is largely through their
engagements with public culture that people in China are imagining and
practicing appropriate desires for the post-Mao era.

Drawing on her research over the past two decades among urban residents and
rural migrants in Hangzhou and Beijing, Rofel analyzes the meanings that
individuals attach to various public cultural phenomena and what their
interpretations say about their understandings of post-socialist China and their
roles within it. She locates the first broad-based public debate about post-Mao
social changes in the passionate dialogues about the popular 1991 television soap
opera Yearnings. She describes how the emergence of gay identities and practices
in China reveals connections to a transnational network of lesbians and gay men
at the same time that it brings urban/rural and class divisions to the fore. The
1999–2001 negotiations over China’s entry into the World Trade Organization; a
controversial women’s museum; the ways that young single women portray their
longings in relation to the privations they imagine their mothers experienced;
adjudications of the limits of self-interest in court cases related to homoerotic
desire, intellectual property, and consumer fraud—Rofel reveals all of these as
sites where desiring subjects come into being.
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Through window displays, newspapers, soap operas, gay bars, and other public culture venues, Chinese
citizens are negotiating what it means to be cosmopolitan citizens of the world, with appropriate needs,
aspirations, and longings. Lisa Rofel argues that the creation of such “desiring subjects” is at the core of
China’s contingent, piece-by-piece reconfiguration of its relationship to a post-socialist world. In a study at
once ethnographic, historical, and theoretical, she contends that neoliberal subjectivities are created through
the production of various desires—material, sexual, and affective—and that it is largely through their
engagements with public culture that people in China are imagining and practicing appropriate desires for the
post-Mao era.

Drawing on her research over the past two decades among urban residents and rural migrants in Hangzhou
and Beijing, Rofel analyzes the meanings that individuals attach to various public cultural phenomena and
what their interpretations say about their understandings of post-socialist China and their roles within it. She
locates the first broad-based public debate about post-Mao social changes in the passionate dialogues about
the popular 1991 television soap opera Yearnings. She describes how the emergence of gay identities and
practices in China reveals connections to a transnational network of lesbians and gay men at the same time
that it brings urban/rural and class divisions to the fore. The 1999–2001 negotiations over China’s entry into
the World Trade Organization; a controversial women’s museum; the ways that young single women portray
their longings in relation to the privations they imagine their mothers experienced; adjudications of the limits
of self-interest in court cases related to homoerotic desire, intellectual property, and consumer fraud—Rofel
reveals all of these as sites where desiring subjects come into being.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Will Cathcart:

Here thing why that Desiring China: Experiments in Neoliberalism, Sexuality, and Public Culture (Perverse
Modernities: A Series Edited by Jack Halberstam and Lisa Lowe) are different and reliable to be yours. First
of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content
is as delightful as food or not. Desiring China: Experiments in Neoliberalism, Sexuality, and Public Culture
(Perverse Modernities: A Series Edited by Jack Halberstam and Lisa Lowe) giving you information deeper
and in different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with Desiring
China: Experiments in Neoliberalism, Sexuality, and Public Culture (Perverse Modernities: A Series Edited
by Jack Halberstam and Lisa Lowe). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes
about the thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is possible to
bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having difficulties
in bringing the published book maybe the form of Desiring China: Experiments in Neoliberalism, Sexuality,
and Public Culture (Perverse Modernities: A Series Edited by Jack Halberstam and Lisa Lowe) in e-book can
be your option.

Lisa Martin:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent all day every day to reading a guide. The book Desiring China: Experiments in Neoliberalism,
Sexuality, and Public Culture (Perverse Modernities: A Series Edited by Jack Halberstam and Lisa Lowe) it
is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book.
You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this
book offers high quality.

Marylouise Potter:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Desiring China: Experiments in Neoliberalism, Sexuality, and Public Culture (Perverse Modernities:
A Series Edited by Jack Halberstam and Lisa Lowe) the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you
never get just before. The Desiring China: Experiments in Neoliberalism, Sexuality, and Public Culture



(Perverse Modernities: A Series Edited by Jack Halberstam and Lisa Lowe) giving you a different
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your better life
within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will be
pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

Sharon Brogdon:

Desiring China: Experiments in Neoliberalism, Sexuality, and Public Culture (Perverse Modernities: A
Series Edited by Jack Halberstam and Lisa Lowe) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of
us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article author giving
his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing Desiring China: Experiments in
Neoliberalism, Sexuality, and Public Culture (Perverse Modernities: A Series Edited by Jack Halberstam and
Lisa Lowe) yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource
details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage
of crucial thinking.
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