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Getting adolescents to love writing is one of the most difficult tasks a teacher
faces. But for nearly twenty years, something miraculous happened in an eighth-
grade classroom on Long Island: not only did adolescents learn to love to write,
they also learned how to write effectively and elogquently in awide range of
genres for multiple audiences.

In Writing for Real,Ross Burkhardt offers awealth of writing strategies--
collected over his career as a classroom teacher and key figure in middle level
education--that give kids real reasonsto write. By keeping the strategies
grounded in the real world and in students' interests, kids become more engaged
than they would from canned exercises. Teacher/student dialogues introduce
conceptsin an authentic setting. The strategies are also designed to be
developmentally appropriate for young adolescents. Throughout the book,
examples of student writing represent arange of developmental levelsand a
variety of forms, such as free-verse poetry, interior monologues, and personal

essays.

Readers can regard this book as atoolbox, using strategies as they need them.
The'In aNutshelL' sections at the beginning of chapters provide teachers with a
blueprint for trying out these strategiesin their own classroom. Or the book can
be used as a guide for a complete school year curriculum for teaching writing.
Readers will learn how to:

- lay the groundwork for awriting community on the first day of school;

- motivate kids to write;

- get kids to care about the conventions of English, including grammar and
mechanics,

- help kids master specific forms from traditional genres and modes of writing to
new forms of expression;

- effectively model 'the teacher as writer',

- successfully organize writing groups,

- deepen student response to writing;

- use classroom publication to promote good writing;

- connect writing to life through journals;

- compose 'occasional writing' to celebrate individuals and events.

Combining a deep passion for both teaching writing and educating adolescents,
Writing for Real offers readers awindow into a master teacher's classroom.
Whether you work with struggling writers or kids who already love to write,
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these strategies will engage your students in meaningful tasks that teach them the
thrill and power of good, effective, purposeful writing.
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Getting adolescents to love writing is one of the most difficult tasks a teacher faces. But for nearly twenty
years, something miraculous happened in an eighth-grade classroom on Long Island: not only did
adolescents learn to love to write, they aso learned how to write effectively and eloquently in awide range
of genres for multiple audiences.

In Writing for Real ,Ross Burkhardt offers awealth of writing strategies--collected over his career asa
classroom teacher and key figure in middle level education--that give kids real reasons to write. By keeping
the strategies grounded in the real world and in students' interests, kids become more engaged than they
would from canned exercises. Teacher/student dialogues introduce concepts in an authentic setting. The
strategies are also designed to be developmentally appropriate for young adol escents. Throughout the book,
examples of student writing represent arange of developmental levels and avariety of forms, such asfree-
verse poetry, interior monologues, and personal essays.

Readers can regard this book as a toolbox, using strategies as they need them. The 'In a NutshelL' sections at
the beginning of chapters provide teachers with a blueprint for trying out these strategies in their own
classroom. Or the book can be used as a guide for a complete school year curriculum for teaching writing.
Readers will learn how to:

- lay the groundwork for awriting community on the first day of school;

- motivate kids to write;

- get kids to care about the conventions of English, including grammar and mechanics;

- help kids master specific forms from traditional genres and modes of writing to new forms of expression;
- effectively model 'the teacher as writer';

- successfully organize writing groups;

- deepen student response to writing;

- use classroom publication to promote good writing;

- connect writing to life through journals;

- compose '‘occasiona writing' to celebrate individuals and events.

Combining a deep passion for both teaching writing and educating adol escents, Writing for Real offers
readers awindow into a master teacher's classroom. Whether you work with struggling writers or kids who
aready love to write, these strategies will engage your students in meaningful tasks that teach them the thrill
and power of good, effective, purposeful writing.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Ross Burkhardt earned his bachel or's degree from Dartmouth College and his Master of Sciencein
Education degree from the University of Pennsylvania. His areas of specialty are middle-level education,
teaching writing, poetry, and teaming

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Angela Drew:

The book Writing for Real: Strategies for Engaging Adolescent Writers make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. Y ou can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book Writing for Real: Strategies
for Engaging Adolescent Writersto be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable,
increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open
and read a publication Writing for Real: Strategies for Engaging Adolescent Writers. Kinds of book are alot
of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Susanne Pineda;

Here thing why this Writing for Real: Strategies for Engaging Adolescent Writers are different and trusted to
be yours. First of al reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb portswhich is
the content is as delightful asfood or not. Writing for Real: Strategies for Engaging Adolescent Writers
giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no reserve that
similar with Writing for Real: Strategies for Engaging Adolescent Writers. It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be
happened around you. Y ou can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your technigque
home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of
Writing for Real: Strategies for Engaging Adolescent Writersin e-book can be your alternative.

Harry Thomas:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading areserve will give you alot of new data.
When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Writing
for Real: Strategies for Engaging Adolescent Writers, you could tells your family, friends and aso soon
about yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.



Barbara Guevara:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a book. It isreally fun for yoursdlf. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a book. The book Writing for Real: Strategies for Engaging Adolescent Writersiit
doesn't matter what good to read. There are alot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou
can mOore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
features high quality.
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