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The Trotula was the most influential compendium of women's medicine in
medieval Europe. Scholarly debate has long focused on the traditional attribution
of the work to the mysterious Trotula, said to have been the first female professor
of medicine in eleventh- or twelfth-century Salerno, just south of Naples, then the
leading center of medical learning in Europe. Yet as Monica H. Green reveals in
her introduction to the first English translation ever based upon a medieval form
of the text, the Trotula is not a single treatise but an ensemble of three
independent works, each by a different author. To varying degrees, these three
works reflect the synthesis of indigenous practices of southern Italians with the
new theories, practices, and medicinal substances coming out of the Arabic
world.

Green here presents a complete English translation of the so-called standardized
Trotula ensemble, a composite form of the texts that was produced in the
midthirteenth century and circulated widely in learned circles. The work is now
accessible to a broad audience of readers interested in medieval history, women's
studies, and premodern systems of medical thought and practice.
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The Trotula was the most influential compendium of women's medicine in medieval Europe. Scholarly
debate has long focused on the traditional attribution of the work to the mysterious Trotula, said to have been
the first female professor of medicine in eleventh- or twelfth-century Salerno, just south of Naples, then the
leading center of medical learning in Europe. Yet as Monica H. Green reveals in her introduction to the first
English translation ever based upon a medieval form of the text, the Trotula is not a single treatise but an
ensemble of three independent works, each by a different author. To varying degrees, these three works
reflect the synthesis of indigenous practices of southern Italians with the new theories, practices, and
medicinal substances coming out of the Arabic world.

Green here presents a complete English translation of the so-called standardized Trotula ensemble, a
composite form of the texts that was produced in the midthirteenth century and circulated widely in learned
circles. The work is now accessible to a broad audience of readers interested in medieval history, women's
studies, and premodern systems of medical thought and practice.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This long-awaited book makes available an English translation of a set of texts which represents the most
important collection of material on women's diseases and their treatments for the period from the twelfth to
the fifteenth centuries."—Social History of Medicine

"The Trotula: A Medieval Compendium of Women's Medicine furnishes students and scholars with an
invaluable reference. Backed by more than twenty years of scrupulous research and publication, as well as an
insightful methodology, it also provides them with an object of inspiration. Green's work is a remarkable
example of scholarship."—Comitatus

"Thanks to Monica H. Green's splendid new critical edition and translation . . . one of the toughest nuts of
medieval medical learning has been cracked. . . . The introduction and translation are spirited and readable;
both could be profitably assigned to undergraduates and would provide an excellent entry not only into
medieval women's medicine but also into the rich worlds of medical practice and textual
transmission."—Speculum

About the Author
Monica H. Green is Professor of History at Arizona State University. Her dual-language critical edition of
the Trotula is also available from the University of Pennsylvania Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eric Johnson:

The book The Trotula: An English Translation of the Medieval Compendium of Women's Medicine (The
Middle Ages Series) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book The Trotula: An English Translation of the
Medieval Compendium of Women's Medicine (The Middle Ages Series)? A few of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now,
try to closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you
are able to share all of these. Book The Trotula: An English Translation of the Medieval Compendium of
Women's Medicine (The Middle Ages Series) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.



Beatrice Pearson:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do you
consider reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Trotula: An English Translation of the
Medieval Compendium of Women's Medicine (The Middle Ages Series) which is getting the e-book version.
So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Ann Mickey:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Trotula: An English Translation of the
Medieval Compendium of Women's Medicine (The Middle Ages Series) can be the solution, oh how comes?
A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Nolan Russell:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the
top collection in your reading list is actually The Trotula: An English Translation of the Medieval
Compendium of Women's Medicine (The Middle Ages Series). This book that is certainly qualified as The
Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you
can get many advantages.
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