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Virtually all human societies were once organized tribally, yet over time most
developed new political institutions which included a central state that could
keep the peace and uniform laws that applied to all citizens. Some went on to
create governments that were accountable to their constituents. We take these
institutions for granted, but they are absent or are unable to perform in many of
today’s developing countries—with often disastrous consequences for the rest of
the world.

Francis Fukuyama, author of the bestselling The End of History and the Last
Man and one of our most important political thinkers, provides a sweeping
account of how today’s basic political institutions developed. The first of a major
two-volume work, The Origins of Political Order begins with politics among our
primate ancestors and follows the story through the emergence of tribal societies,
the growth of the first modern state in China, the beginning of the rule of law in
India and the Middle East, and the development of political accountability in
Europe up until the eve of the French Revolution.

Drawing on a vast body of knowledge—history, evolutionary biology,
archaeology, and economics—Fukuyama has produced a brilliant, provocative
work that offers fresh insights on the origins of democratic societies and raises
essential questions about the nature of politics and its discontents.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. The evolving tension between private and public animates this magisterial history of the
state. In his hominids-to-guillotines chronicle of humanity's attempts to build strong, accountable
governments that adhere to the rule of law, international relations scholar Fukuyama (The End of History)
advances two themes: the effort to create an impersonal state free from family and tribal allegiances, and the
struggle—often violent—against wealthy elites who capture the state and block critical reforms. Fukuyama's
multifaceted comparative approach grounds politics and government in the demands of biology, geography,
war, and economics, and pays appropriately lavish attention to China (he styles the Qin Dynasty of 221
B.C.E. the world's first modern state), India, and the Islamic countries. A neo-Hegelian, he's especially
trenchant on the importance of ideology—especially religious beliefs—as an autonomous instigator of social
and political change. (He cogently ascribes Europe's distinctively individualistic culture to the medieval
Catholic Church's "assault on kinship.") Fukuyama writes a crystalline prose that balances engaging
erudition with incisive analysis. As germane to the turmoil in Afghanistan as it is to today's congressional
battles, this is that rare work of history with up-to-the-minute relevance. (Apr.)
(c) Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Political theorist Fukuyama presents nothing less than a unified theory of state formation, a comparative
study of how tribally organized societies in various parts of the world and various moments in history have
transformed into societies with political systems and institutions and, in some cases, political accountability.
Drawing upon a diverse range of sources—sociobiology and anthropology as well as macroeconomics and
legal history—and paying particular attention to political development in Asia, Fukuyama describes a
somewhat evolutionary mechanism wherein political systems develop in response to certain societal
conditions and become institutionalized because of, among other things, their ability to adapt. Very much a
continuation of his former teacher Samuel Huntington’s interest in political decay, this wide-ranging and
frequently provocative work also carries the mantel of the great nineteenth-century sociologists, who
addressed many of the same questions. Though Fukuyama hints at his theory’s relevance to present-day
political challenges, readers seeking commentary on anything more recent than the French Revolution will
need to be patient; this is volume 1 of 2. --Brendan Driscoll

Review

“Ambitious and highly readable.” ?The New Yorker

“Political theorist Francis Fukuyama's new book is a major accomplishment, likely to find its place among
the works of seminal thinkers like Jean-Jacques Rousseau and John Locke, and modern moral philosophers
and economists such as John Rawls and Amartya Sen . . .It is a perspective and a voice that can supply a
thinker's tonic for our current political maladies.” ?Earl Pike, The Cleveland Plain Dealer

“An intellectual triumph--bold in scope, sound in judgment, and rich in provocations; in short, a classic.”
?Ian Morris, Slate

“A sweeping survey that tries to explain why human beings act as they do in the political sphere. Magisterial
in its learning and admirably immodest in its ambition.” ?David Gress, The Wall Street Journal

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


“In many respects, Fukuyama is an ideal guide for this enormous undertaking. He combines a deep expertise
in political institutions with an impressive familiarity of world history, philosophy and social theory. An
engaging writer, his prose crackles with sharp observations and illuminating comparisons, and the book
marshals a breathtaking array of stimulating facts and provocative generalizations. Who knew, for instance,
that the tsetse fly retarded the spread of Islam into sub-Saharan Africa? Simply as a compendium of
fascinating minutiae and social science theory, the book offers a treasure trove to the casual student of
political history. More important, Fukuyama's book can help us appreciate why so many countries fail to
combine the strong institutions, rule of law and accountability that are the hallmark of peaceful and
prosperous nations.” ?Eric Oliver, San Francisco Chronicle

“Fukuyama's intellectual instincts hard-wire him into the most geopolitically strategic--not to mention
dangerous--corners of the world….[He] is arguably the world's bestselling contemporary political scientist...
His new book, The Origins of Political Order, which hits bookstores this week, seeks to understand how
human beings transcended tribal affiliations and organized themselves into political societies... His books
have taken on not only politics and philosophy, but also biotechnology and that tinderbox of an idea: human
nature. ‘He's incredibly intellectually honest,' says Walter Russell Mead, a historian of American foreign
policy. ‘He goes where his head takes him. His first duty is to the truth as he sees it.'” ?Andrew Bast,
Newsweek

“The history profession is today dominated by small minds studying small topics. Specialists trade in
abstractions, taking refuge in tiny foxholes of arcane knowledge. It was not always this way. In the 19th
century, men like Leopold von Ranke, George Macaulay Trevelyan and Frederick Jackson Turner used the
past to try to understand the present. Their ideas were big, and sometimes too were their mistakes. Francis
Fukuyama is at heart a Victorian. As he admits, he wants to revive a ‘lost tradition' when historians were big
thinkers. In The Origins of Political Order, his topic is the world, his starting point the chimpanzee. He
charts how states evolved, in the process explaining why, despite humans' common origin in Africa perhaps
50,000 years ago, great political diversity exists today...[It is] impressive to see such a huge and complicated
topic covered in such an accessible and engaging fashion....The Origins of Political Order tries to make
sense of the complexity that has cluttered the last two decades. It is a bold book, probably too bold for the
specialists who take refuge in tiny topics and fear big ideas. But Fukuyama deserves congratulation for
thinking big and not worrying about making mistakes. This is a book that will be remembered, like those of
Ranke, Trevelyan and Turner. Bring on volume II.” ?Gerard DeGrott, The Washington Post

“The Origins of Political Order "begins in prehumen times and concludes on the eve of the American and
French Revolutions. Along the way, Fukuyama mines the fields of anthropology, archaeology, biology,
evolutionary psychology, economics, and, of course, political science and international relations to establish
a framework for understanding the evolution of political institutions. And that's just Volume One….At the
center of the project is a fundamental question: Why do some states succeed while others collapse?” ?Evan
Goldstein, The Chronicle of Higher Education

“The evolving tension between private and public animates this magisterial history of the state....Fukuyama
writes a crystalline prose that balances engaging erudition with incisive analysis. As germane to the turmoil
in Afghanistan as it is to today's congressional battles, this is that rare work of history with up-to-the-minute
relevance.” ?Publishers Weekly (starred, and a Top 10 Politics Pick for the Spring Preview)

“Ambitious, erudite and eloquent, this book is undeniably a major achievement by one of the leading public
intellectuals of our time.” ?Michael Lind, The New York Times Book Review

“Stimulating. . . With impressive erudition, the author travels across China, India, the Islamic world and
different regions of Europe looking for the main components of good political order and at how and why



these emerged (or failed to) in each place. . . Mr. Fukuyama is still the big-picture man who gave us The End
of History, but he has an unerring eye for illuminating detail. Books on political theory are not often page-
turners; this one is.” ?The Economist

“This exceptional book should be in every library.” ?David Keymer, Library Journal

“Human social behavior has an evolutionary basis. This was the thesis in Edward O. Wilson's book
Sociobiology that has caused such a stir . . . In The Origins of Political Order, Francis Fukuyama of Stanford
University presents a sweeping new overview of human social structures throughout history, taking over
from where Dr. Wilson's ambitious synthesis left off. . . Previous attempts to write grand analyses of human
development have tended to focus on a single causal explanation, like economics or warfare, or, as with
Jared Diamond's Guns, Germs, and Steel, on geography. Dr. Fukuyama's is unusual in that he considers
several factors, including warfare, religion, and in particular human social behaviors like favoring kin. . .
'You have to be bowled over by the extraordinary breath of approach,' said Arthur Melzer, a political
scientist at Michigan State University who invited Dr. Fukuyama to give lectures on the book. 'It's definitely
a magnum opus.'” ?Nicholas Wade, The New York Times

“Sweeping, provocative big picture-study of humankind's political impulses. . . Endlessly interesting --
reminiscent in turns of Oswald Spengler, Stanislaw Andreski and Samuel Huntington, though less
pessimistic and much better written.” ?Kirkus Reviews

“Political theorist Fukuyama presents nothing less than a unified theory of state formation, a comparative
study of how tribally organized societies in various parts of the world and various moments of history have
transformed into societies with political systems and institutions and, in some cases, political accountability.
. . This wide-ranging and frequently provocative work also carries the mantel of the great nineteenth-century
socioloists.” ?Brendan Driscoll, Booklist

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ian Ashlock:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may
be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Origins of Political Order: From Prehuman Times to the
French Revolution.

Maria Macdonald:

This The Origins of Political Order: From Prehuman Times to the French Revolution book is not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot
of information you will get. This particular The Origins of Political Order: From Prehuman Times to the
French Revolution without we realize teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and



analyzing. Don't be worry The Origins of Political Order: From Prehuman Times to the French Revolution
can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it
within your lovely laptop even phone. This The Origins of Political Order: From Prehuman Times to the
French Revolution having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Bernadine Williams:

The book untitled The Origins of Political Order: From Prehuman Times to the French Revolution is the
book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to
an individual. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that they
share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Origins of Political
Order: From Prehuman Times to the French Revolution from the publisher to make you considerably more
enjoy free time.

Cherry Simard:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get great deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra
time, we will say absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of
activity do you have when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare
time, often the book you have read is The Origins of Political Order: From Prehuman Times to the French
Revolution.
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