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Editorial Review

Review
“Basic Writings of Existentialism will be, for many, a reminder of what first drew them to existentialism
and, simply, to philosophy. Marino's introductory essays, taut, instructive, well-tuned to the drumbeat of
each thinker's passions and concerns, and the substantial selections from the foremost representatives of the
movement, are a benediction. In defiance of Hegel's pronouncements, the thinkers included here introduce us
to a philosophy in present tense, and preferably in the active voice. Readers new to existentialism have as
reliable a guide as the subject matter permits. Those familiar with movement have an occasion for
recollection and more."
—Vanessa Rumble, Associate Professor of Philosophy, Boston College

”This book is a perfect choice for all who wonder what existentialism is all about. The key writers are
included -- Kierkegaard, Nietzsche and Dostoevsky from the19th Century, and Heudegger, Sartre, and
Camus, from the 20th Century. It's good to see selections from Simone de Beauvoir and Ralph Ellison, as
well. Marino has a sharp eye for picking telling passages from often long and complex works. It's now clear
that existentialism is one of the enduring traditions in Western Philosophy, Art, and Religion, a perspective
that articulates and responds to the deepest human needs. These fresh selections lay out the issues, from
alienation to reconciliation, from despair to joyful wisdom, that make this world-perspective so compelling.
Marino's introductions to each writer, and his introductory overview, are lively and capture the spirit of the
chosen texts. A profound adventure awaits those readers ready to immerse themselves in this jewel of a
book.”
—Edward F. Mooney, Professor of Philosophy and Religion, Syracuse University

"With superb selections and strongly supportive introductory biographies, this is in my judgment the best
existentialism anthology out there."
—Merold Westphal, Distinguished Professor of Philosophy Fordham University

From the Inside Flap
Basic Writings of Existentialism, unique to the Modern Library, presents the writings of key nineteenth- and
twentieth-century thinkers broadly united by their belief that because life has no inherent meaning that
humans can discover, we must determine meaning for ourselves. This anthology brings together into one
volume the most influential and commonly taught works of existentialism. Contributors include Simone de
Beauvoir, Albert Camus, Fyodor Dostoevsky, Ralph Ellison, Martin Heidegger, Soren Kierkegaard,
Friedrich Nietzsche, Jean-Paul Sartre, and Miguel de Unamuno y Jugo.

About the Author
Gordon Marino is professor of philosophy, Boldt Distinguished Chair in the Humanities, and director of the
Hong Kierkegaard Library at St. Olaf College in Northfield, Minnesota. He was research fellow at the
Kierkegaard Biblioteket in Copenhagen for three years. He is also co-editor of The Cambridge Companion to
Kierkegaard and author of Kierkegaard in the Present Age.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Bessie Morris:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
truly feel happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Basic Writings of
Existentialism (Modern Library Classics) is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

France Brown:

This Basic Writings of Existentialism (Modern Library Classics) usually are reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Basic Writings of Existentialism (Modern
Library Classics) can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple reading food but feed a person with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This
book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed
ones. Beside that this Basic Writings of Existentialism (Modern Library Classics) forcing you to have an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Kathryn Robinson:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of
them is this Basic Writings of Existentialism (Modern Library Classics).

Georgia Cunningham:

The book Basic Writings of Existentialism (Modern Library Classics) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read
you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.
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