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The World’s Cities offers instructors and students in higher education an
accessible introduction to the three major perspectives influencing city-regions
worldwide: City-Regions in a World System; Nested City-Regions; and The
City-Region as the Engine of Economic Activity/Growth.

The book provides students with helpful essays on each perspective, case studies
to illustrate each major viewpoint, and discussion questions following each
reading. The World’s Cities concludes with an original essay by the editor that
helps students understand how an analysis incorporating a combination of
theoretical perspectives and factors can provide a richer appreciation of the
world’s city dynamics.
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The World’s Cities offers instructors and students in higher education an accessible introduction to the three
major perspectives influencing city-regions worldwide: City-Regions in a World System; Nested City-
Regions; and The City-Region as the Engine of Economic Activity/Growth.

The book provides students with helpful essays on each perspective, case studies to illustrate each major
viewpoint, and discussion questions following each reading. The World’s Cities concludes with an original
essay by the editor that helps students understand how an analysis incorporating a combination of theoretical
perspectives and factors can provide a richer appreciation of the world’s city dynamics.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The book does a great job of including three major, but usually separate, perspectives on urban studies.
Leading authors are represented, such as Abu-Lughod, Friedmann, Hill, Sassen, Scott and Storper, and
Short…. For undergraduate courses, the global view provided by the book is more important. Chapters on
Asia and North America in all three parts, chapters on Mexico City, Johannesburg, and Dubai representing
Latin America, Africa, and Middle East, respectively, and chapters on Europe primarily in Part III, are nicely
balanced. " –Ed Malecki, Geography, Ohio State University

"The World’s Cities goes where other readers have not ventured. The variety of theoretical perspectives and
cases is truly impressive. The book offers an enticing invitation to a dialogue about cities and regions across
the world." –Michael Indergaard, Sociology and Anthropology, St. John’s University

"This book provides a valuable framework and exemplars for understanding and analyzing the
transformation of the world’s major cities in the era of globalization."–Michael Timberlake, Sociology,
University of Utah

This is the volume for which the teachers of global cities courses have long been waiting. Jacobs mixes
classic articles and theoretical perspectives with interesting case studies of Tokyo, Shanghai, Jakarta,
London, Mexico City, New York, Toronto, and more--material to which students can actually relate. Jacobs
has produced a most usable volume for the classroom!--Myron A. Levine, Urban Affairs, Wright State
University

Cities no longer only serve and thrive locally and operate in highly complex regional and global
environments. The World’s Cities is a compilation of contributions to three major schools of thought on how
cities interact within their contexts, and what constitutes these contexts. Students and scholars of cities will
find this book a great resource.--Mahyar Arefi, Planning, University of Cincinnati

"Making sense of a large, disparate, rapidly expanding literature, Jacobs provides an indispensable aid for
students struggling to understand cities in economic globalization. Careful choice of key readings provides
both critical introduction to the subject and insights into on-going debates."?Peter Taylor, Built and Natural
Environment, Northumbria University

About the Author

A. J. Jacobs is an Associate Professor and the Director of Graduate Studies in East Carolina University’s
Department of Sociology. He was an Assistant Professor in the University of Cincinnati’s School of
Planning, a Visiting Associate Professor in Hosei University’s Faculty of Business (in Tokyo, Japan), and a
Visiting Assistant Professor in Michigan State University’s Urban Planning Program. He received his Ph.D.
in Sociology–Urban Studies from Michigan State University and his Master’s in Regional Planning from the
University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marshall Jackson:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will require this The World's Cities: Contrasting Regional, National, and Global
Perspectives (The Metropolis and Modern Life).

Karen Baskin:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
experience happy read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual The
World's Cities: Contrasting Regional, National, and Global Perspectives (The Metropolis and Modern Life)
is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Erik Figaro:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The World's Cities: Contrasting
Regional, National, and Global Perspectives (The Metropolis and Modern Life) which is getting the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Manuel Frazier:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This publication The World's Cities: Contrasting Regional, National, and Global Perspectives
(The Metropolis and Modern Life) was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge
about your research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know
how big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways
to get book that you wanted.
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