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The term 'natural disaster' is often used to refer to natural events such as
earthquakes, hurricanes or floods. However, the phrase 'natural disaster' suggests
an uncritical acceptance of a deeply engrained ideological and cultural myth. At
Risk questions this myth and argues that extreme natural events are not disasters
until a vulnerable group of people is exposed.

The updated new edition confronts a further ten years of ever more expensive
and deadly disasters and discusses disaster not as an aberration, but as a signal
failure of mainstream 'development'. Two analytical models are provided as tools
for understanding vulnerability. One links remote and distant 'root causes' to
'unsafe conditions' in a 'progression of vulnerability'. The other uses the concepts
of 'access' and 'livelihood' to understand why some households are more
vulnerable than others.

Examining key natural events and incorporating strategies to create a safer world,
this revised edition is an important resource for those involved in the fields of
environment and development studies.
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The term 'natural disaster' is often used to refer to natural events such as earthquakes, hurricanes or floods.
However, the phrase 'natural disaster' suggests an uncritical acceptance of a deeply engrained ideological and
cultural myth. At Risk questions this myth and argues that extreme natural events are not disasters until a
vulnerable group of people is exposed.

The updated new edition confronts a further ten years of ever more expensive and deadly disasters and
discusses disaster not as an aberration, but as a signal failure of mainstream 'development'. Two analytical
models are provided as tools for understanding vulnerability. One links remote and distant 'root causes' to
'unsafe conditions' in a 'progression of vulnerability'. The other uses the concepts of 'access' and 'livelihood'
to understand why some households are more vulnerable than others.

Examining key natural events and incorporating strategies to create a safer world, this revised edition is an
important resource for those involved in the fields of environment and development studies.
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Editorial Review

Review
"An excellent overview of the different human responses to natural hazards, dispelling the belief that little
can be done to avoid the tragedies associated with natural hazards."
-Gareth Jones, University of Strathclyde
"Paradoxically in today's world safety coexists with risk. Chronic threats, novel risks, and dangerous trends
ranging from new viruses to global warming crowd in on us. "At Risk offers a rational analysis of the
disasters and hazards that concern us."
-Allen Perry, University of Wales Swansea
""At Risk has become a classic of disasters literature. Its key argument, that the analysis of disasters should
not be segregated from everyday life, is an important lesson for students, researchers, and practitioners."
-Maureen Fordham, University of Northumbria

About the Author
Ben Wisner is Research Fellow at the Development Studies Institute, London School of Economics, and
Affiliate Researcher on the Environmental Studies Program at Oberlin College, Ohio.
Piers Blaikie is Professor of Development Studies at the University of East Anglia.
Terry Cannon is Senior Lecturer in Geography and Development Studies at the University of Greenwich.
Ian Davis is Managing Director of the Oxford Centre for Disaster Studies.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kurt Gomez:

The book At Risk: Natural Hazards, People's Vulnerability and Disasters give you a sense of feeling enjoy
for your spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading
through a book At Risk: Natural Hazards, People's Vulnerability and Disasters being your habit, you can get
much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like start and read a guide At Risk: Natural Hazards, People's Vulnerability
and Disasters. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So ,
how do you think about this guide?

Mark Jones:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you study
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The At Risk: Natural Hazards, People's Vulnerability and Disasters provide you with a new experience in
reading through a book.



Emmaline Jett:

Beside this At Risk: Natural Hazards, People's Vulnerability and Disasters in your phone, it can give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here is
fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have At Risk: Natural Hazards, People's Vulnerability and Disasters because this book offers for
your requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable
blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea?
Find this book and also read it from now!

Dave Arreola:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of books
that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra At Risk: Natural Hazards, People's
Vulnerability and Disasters.
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