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What has happened to the American family in the last few decades? And what
are these changes doing to our children? David Elkind, renowned child
psychologist and author of The Hurried Child, has devoted his career to these
urgent questions. This eloquent book puts together all the puzzling facts and
conflicting accounts to show us as never before what the American family has
become.
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What has happened to the American family in the last few decades? And what are these changes doing to our
children? David Elkind, renowned child psychologist and author of The Hurried Child, has devoted his
career to these urgent questions. This eloquent book puts together all the puzzling facts and conflicting
accounts to show us as never before what the American family has become.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Well known for The Hurried Child (Addison-Wesley, 1988), Elkind focuses on the family unit in his latest
publication. Supporting his arguments with a well-documented study of the family, Elkind (child study, Tufts
Univ.) is critical of both the modern nuclear family for its imbalance toward the child and the postmodern
permeable family for its imbalance toward the parents. The "nuclear family" is defined as the family of the
1950s, characterized by romantic love, unilateral authority, and domesticity. The "permeable family" is the
current paradigm, characterized by consensual love, shared parenting, mutual authority, and autonomy.
Though his critique is not unique, Elkind concludes that hope can be found for the development of the "vital
family" to replace both earlier models. The vital family-characterized as one that "energizes and nurtures the
abilities and talents of both children and their parents"-would combine the best of both models and would
accommodate the changes in society that have been occuring at an increasingly rapid rate. An essential
purchase for academic, including community college libraries, this important work also belongs in larger
public libraries.
Kay Brodie, Chesapeake Coll., Wye Mills, Md.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
In style and content...this book is addressed to the general reader...[It] seeks to answer the question: What
should we do as traditional family structures seem to be crumbling?...[Elkind] thinks the solution lies with a
change in parental behavior. He sees contemporary families 'stumbling' toward a new balance between the
needs of the children and the needs of the parents, one that integrates the mutual responsibility of the
traditional family with the freedoms of the contemporary family...Let's hope that Elkind is right. (Douglas J.
Besharov Washington Post Book World)

Elkind...is as much a child advocate as an intellectual guru, and his dissection of what's gone wrong for
children in America today is written with passion and clarity. (Washington Times)

A thoughtful effort, one of the most thoughtful I have come across, to...make sense of the overpowering
changes that have taken place within a generation...A powerful new analysis of how family life in general
has changed over the law thirty years, altering not just the experience of childhood but that of adulthood as
well...Building on a complete substructure of work in social history, psychology, and social research, Elkind
develops a systematic argument for how we got from then to now, from the nuclear family of the modern
period to the fragmented family of the postmodern. (Edward Shorter, Ph.D. Readings: A Journal of Reviews
and Commentary in Mental Health)

This book has many strengths, the first being that it is a well-documented study of family life. The author
consistently builds on his past work and cites outstanding scholars as he traces the history of family
life...This book is a valuable contribution to the vast body of literature that focuses on families. It provides a
clear picture of why family life has changed...[and] aids in clarifying the strengths and weaknesses of
idealized family life. (Sharon J. Price Phi Kappa Phi Journal)

Elkind's new book sums up the changes we are all witnessing and their cost to children. A very good,
worthwhile book written by someone from the `inside.' (T. Berry Brazelton, M.D., author of Touchpoints)

Elkind's book should be read for its contribution to understanding recent changes in the American family,



and for its important, yet debatable, application of the concept of postmodernism to the family. (James T.
Mathieu New Oxford Review)

About the Author
David Elkind, Professor of Child Study at Tufts University, is the author of many books, including The
Hurried Child: Growing Up Too Fast Too Soon.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mamie Wilson:

The book Ties That Stress: The New Family Imbalance can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book Ties That Stress: The
New Family Imbalance? A number of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can
give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or
info that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Ties That
Stress: The New Family Imbalance has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can search the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Colleen Key:

This book untitled Ties That Stress: The New Family Imbalance to be one of several books in which best
seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will
easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Jane Rich:

The book Ties That Stress: The New Family Imbalance has a lot of information on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal
makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily
after perusing this book.

Brian Mejia:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Ties That Stress: The New Family
Imbalance or perhaps others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially.
Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any
other book likes Ties That Stress: The New Family Imbalance to make your spare time a lot more colorful.



Many types of book like this.
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