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This book introduces students and the general public to the post-Stalinist phase of
totalitarianism, focusing on Romania under the Ceausescu dictatorship, through
the dual optic of scholarship and fiction, in a story about afamily surviving
difficult times under atotalitarian regime due to the strength of their love.
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Editorial Review

Review

A deeply felt, deftly rendered novel of the utmost importance to any reader interested in understanding
totalitarianism and its terrible human cost. Urgent, evocative, and utterly convincing, Velvet Totalitarianism
isabook to treasure, and Claudia Moscovici isindeed awriter to watch, now and into the future. --Travis
Holland, author of The Archivist's Story

ClaudiaMoscovici's Velvet Totalitarianism triumphs on several levels. as ataut political thriller, asa
meditation on totalitarianism, as an expose of the Ceausescu regime, and as a moving fictionalized memoir
of one family's quest for freedom.

--Ken Kalfus, author of the novel A Disorder Peculiar to the Country

With style and wit, Claudia Moscovici tells a story of resilience and hope. Velvet Totalitarianismis anovel
well worth reading, both for its compelling narrative and for its important message. Michael Kort, Professor
of Socia Science

Claudia Moscovici offers her readers a multifaceted book--Velvet Totalitarianism--that is at once alove
story, a political novel and amystery. --Sanda Golopentia, Professor of French, Brown University

Velvet Totalitarianism is a book well worth reading. The novel is a page-turner, witty and well written.

--Nicolae Klepper, author of Romania: An Illustrated History.

Moving between extraordinary and ordinary lives, between Romania and the United States, velvet
totalitarianism and rel ative freedom, dire need and consumerism, evoking her Romanian experience in the
seventies, the emigration to the U.S. of her family in the eighties, and the 1989 uprising in Timisoara and
Bucharest that marked the end of Ceausescu's regime, Claudia Maoscovici offers her readers a multifaceted
book - Velvet Totalitarianism - that is at once alove story, apalitical novel, and amystery. (Sanda
Golopentia, professor of French, Brown University)

Thisvivid novel by Claudia Moscovici, historian of ideas and wide-ranging literary critic, traces afamily of
Romanian refugees from the stifling communist dictatorship of their homeland through their settling in the
United States during the 1980s. This fascinating and compelling story is at home historically accurate,
exciting, sexy, and areal page-turner. (Edward K. Kaplan, professor in the Humanities at Brandeis
University)

Claudia Moscovici'sfirst novel, Velvet Totalitarianism, triumphs on several levels: as ataut political thriller,
as ameditation on totalitarianism, as an expose of the Ceausescu regime, and as a moving fictionalized
memoir of one family's quest for freedom. (Ken Kalfus, author of the novel A Disorder Peculiar to the
Country)

A deeply felt, deftly rendered novel of the utmost importance to any reader interested in understanding
totalitarianism and its terrible human cost. Urgent, evocative, and utterly convincing, Velvet Totalitarianism
isabook to treasure, and Claudia Moscovici isindeed awriter to watch, now and into the future. (Travis



Holland, author of The Archivist's Story)

In Velvet Totalitarianism, Claudia M oscovici makes her readers viscerally feel the corrosive psychological
demoralization and numbing fear totalitarian regimes impose on those who live under them. At the same
time, with style and wit, and informed by her experiences as a child in communist Romania and then as an
immigrant in the United States, shetells a story of resilience and hope. Velvet Totalitarianismis anovel well
worth reading, both for its compelling narrative and for its important message. (Michael Kort, professor of
social science at Boston University, author of The Soviet Colossus. History and Aftermath)

The author experienced totalitarianism personally while living in Romania with her family during the
Nicolae Ceausescu regime. And many of her own experiencies find their way into her historically rich piece
of fiction. (Heritage Newspapers, October 8, 2009)

Review

Claudia Moscovici'sfirst novel, Velvet Totalitarianism, triumphs on severa levels: as ataut political thriller,
as amediation on totalitarianism, as an ex pose of the Ceausescu regime, and as a moving fictionalized
memoir of one family's quest for freedom.

Review

Thisvivid novel by Claudia Moscovici, historian of ideas and wide-ranging literary critic, traces a family of
Romanian refugees from the stifling communist dictatorship of their homeland through their settling in the
United States during the 1980s. This fascinating and compelling story is at home historically accurate,
exciting, sexy, and areal page-turner.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Summer M cGaugh:

Now aday those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How many peopleto
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Velvet Totalitarianism:
Post-Stalinist Romania book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the detailsin this
book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Jorge Eaton:

This Velvet Totalitarianism: Post-Stalinist Romania are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The reason why of this Velvet Totalitarianism: Post-Stalinist Romania can be one of
the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone
with information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can
bring it aimost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this
Velvet Totalitarianism: Post-Stalinist Romania giving you an enormous of experience for examplerich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So, let's have it
and enjoy reading.



Robert Dunham:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Velvet Totalitarianism: Post-Stalinist
Romania guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand
by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only
for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation Velvet Totalitarianism: Post-Stalinist Romania as
good book not just by the cover but also through the content. Thisis one reserve that can break don't
ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh
come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Barbara Robbins:

This Velvet Totalitarianism: Post-Stalinist Romaniais great e-book for you because the content which can be
full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. That
book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it.
So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offersyou
straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Velvet
Totalitarianism: Post-Stalinist Romaniain your hand like keeping the world in your arm, informationinitis
not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but thise-
book aready do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?
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