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Inventing the Way of the Samurai examines the development of the 'way of the
samurai' - bushido; - which is popularly viewed as a defining element of the
Japanese national character and even the 'soul of Japan'. Rather than a
continuation of ancient traditions, however, bushido; developed from a search for
identity during Japan's modernization in the late nineteenth century. The former
samurai class were widely viewed as a relic of a bygone age in the 1880s, and the
first significant discussions of bushido at the end of the decade were strongly
influenced by contemporary European ideals of gentlemen and chivalry. At the
same time, Japanese thinkers increasingly looked to their own traditions in search
of sources of national identity, and this process accelerated as national
confidence grew with military victories over China and Russia.

Inventing the Way of the Samurai considers the people, events, and writings that
drove the rapid growth of bushido, which came to emphasize martial virtues and
absolute loyalty to the emperor. In the early twentieth century, bushido; became a
core subject in civilian and military education, and was a key ideological pillar
supporting the imperial state until its collapse in 1945. The close identification of
bushido; with Japanese militarism meant that it was rejected immediately after
the war, but different interpretations of bushido; were soon revived by both
Japanese and foreign commentators seeking to explain Japan's past, present, and
future. This volume further explores the factors behind the resurgence of
bushido, which has proven resilient through 130 years of dramatic social,
political, and cultural change.
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Editorial Review

Review
Benesch's history of bushid=o as an invented tradition with an ideological character delivers on the title's
promise. Students of intellectual history will appreciate the example of an idea created, branded as tradition,
and then variously applied by multiple ideological positions. Modernists will benefit from Benesch's
explanation of the Imperialist appropriation of bushid=o as a tool for militarization of the population through
World War II. And Japan specialists are finally armed with a full argument against bushid=o's historicity.
Nathan H. Ledbetter, Journal of Military History Benesch provides a comprehensive overhaul of the history
of the development of bushid=o. He demonstrates great expertise in presenting the various texts and their
roles in the discourse ... this book is a highly gripping read and provides a well-informed contribution to the
historical development and powerful influence of invented traditions. Julian Plenefisch, H-Soz-u-Kult
[translation] Benesch has provided us with a valuable history of modern Japan through the lens of a
particularly resilient ideology. It will be of great interest to students of Japanese history, not to mention to
anyone concerned with the intellectual history of invented modern traditions. Constantine N. Vaporis,
American Historical Review Oleg Benesch's Inventing the way of the Samurai is a seminal, scrupulously
researched work that teems with ideas. Its content is profoundly relevant to current political developments in
Japan, as questions about the Constitution and the nation's identity come to the fore ... an essential guide to
this crucial aspect of Japan's intellectual history. Damian Flanagan, The Japan Times

About the Author

Oleg Benesch is Anniversary Research Lecturer in History, specializing in the history of early modern and
modern Japan. Before arriving at the University of York, Dr Benesch was Past & Present Fellow at the
Institute of Historical Research at the University of London. He has spent almost six years living and
researching in Japan, including two years each at Hitotsubashi University and Reitaku University in Tokyo.
Dr Benesch's publications and teaching interests cover a variety of fields, including Japanese intellectual,
religious, and social history, Chinese intellectual history, as well as the transnational history of modern East
Asia. He has presented his research findings at academic conferences and invited lectures throughout East
Asia, Europe, North America, and Australia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Callaway:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Inventing the Way of the
Samurai: Nationalism, Internationalism, and Bushido in Modern Japan (The Past and Present Book Series) is
our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in
this era.



Frances Small:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one along
with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Inventing the Way of the Samurai:
Nationalism, Internationalism, and Bushido in Modern Japan (The Past and Present Book Series) is kind of
guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Tyler Emery:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this
Inventing the Way of the Samurai: Nationalism, Internationalism, and Bushido in Modern Japan (The Past
and Present Book Series).

Buddy Beckstead:

Beside this Inventing the Way of the Samurai: Nationalism, Internationalism, and Bushido in Modern Japan
(The Past and Present Book Series) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so
don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have
Inventing the Way of the Samurai: Nationalism, Internationalism, and Bushido in Modern Japan (The Past
and Present Book Series) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times
have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with
your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from currently!
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