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Can economics be passionate?… Can it center on people and what really matters
to them day-in and day-out.… And help us understand their hidden motives for
why they do what they do in everyday life?

Uri Gneezy and John List are revolutionaries. Their ideas and methods for
revealing what really works in addressing big social, business, and economic
problems gives us new understanding of the motives underlying human behavior.
We can then structure incentives that can get people to move mountains, change
their behavior—or at least get a better deal.

But finding the right incentive can be like looking for a needle in a haystack.
Gneezy and List's pioneering approach is to embed themselves in the factories,
schools, communities, and offices where people work, live, and play. Then,
through large-scale field experiments conducted “in the wild,” Gneezy and List
observe people in their natural environments without them being aware that they
are observed.

Their randomized experiments have revealed ways to close the gap between rich
and poor students; to stop the violence plaguing inner-city schools; to decipher
whether women are really less competitive than men; to correctly price products
and services; and to discover the real reasons why people discriminate.

To get the answers, Gneezy and List boarded planes, helicopters, trains, and
automobiles to embark on journeys from the foothills of Kilimanjaro to
California wineries; from sultry northern India to the chilly streets of Chicago;
from the playgrounds of schools in Israel to the boardrooms of some of the
world's largest corporations. In The Why Axis, they take us along for the ride,
and through engaging and colorful stories, present lessons with big payoffs.

Their revelatory, startling, and urgent discoveries about how incentives really
work are both revolutionary and immensely practical. This research will change
both the way we think about and take action on big and little problems. Instead of
relying on assumptions, we can find out, through evidence, what really works.
Anyone working in business, politics, education, or philanthropy can use the
approach Gneezy and List describe in The Why Axis to reach a deeper, nuanced
understanding of human behavior, and a better understanding of what motivates
people and why.
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Can economics be passionate?… Can it center on people and what really matters to them day-in and day-
out.… And help us understand their hidden motives for why they do what they do in everyday life?

Uri Gneezy and John List are revolutionaries. Their ideas and methods for revealing what really works in
addressing big social, business, and economic problems gives us new understanding of the motives
underlying human behavior. We can then structure incentives that can get people to move mountains, change
their behavior—or at least get a better deal.

But finding the right incentive can be like looking for a needle in a haystack. Gneezy and List's pioneering
approach is to embed themselves in the factories, schools, communities, and offices where people work, live,
and play. Then, through large-scale field experiments conducted “in the wild,” Gneezy and List observe
people in their natural environments without them being aware that they are observed.

Their randomized experiments have revealed ways to close the gap between rich and poor students; to stop
the violence plaguing inner-city schools; to decipher whether women are really less competitive than men; to
correctly price products and services; and to discover the real reasons why people discriminate.

To get the answers, Gneezy and List boarded planes, helicopters, trains, and automobiles to embark on
journeys from the foothills of Kilimanjaro to California wineries; from sultry northern India to the chilly
streets of Chicago; from the playgrounds of schools in Israel to the boardrooms of some of the world's largest
corporations. In The Why Axis, they take us along for the ride, and through engaging and colorful stories,
present lessons with big payoffs.

Their revelatory, startling, and urgent discoveries about how incentives really work are both revolutionary
and immensely practical. This research will change both the way we think about and take action on big and
little problems. Instead of relying on assumptions, we can find out, through evidence, what really works.
Anyone working in business, politics, education, or philanthropy can use the approach Gneezy and List
describe in The Why Axis to reach a deeper, nuanced understanding of human behavior, and a better
understanding of what motivates people and why.
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Editorial Review

Review
“It is hard to imagine any story of innovation in our thinking about economics that does not involve Uri and
John. Both in their independent work and in their joint projects, they have expanded and looked at the
sensitive underbelly of economics. I can't think of a book that I'm looking forward to more than this
one.”—Prof. Dan Ariely, Professor of Behavioral Economics, Duke University; author, Predictably
Irrational and The Upside of Irrationality

“John List and Uri Gneezy are among the foremost behavioral economists in the world. Their ideas have
been groundbreaking, and their research has been widely read and hugely influential. I'll be eager to read any
book they produce.” —Prof. Daniel Gilbert, Professor of Psychology, Harvard University and Author of
Stumbling on Happiness

“John List's work in field experiments is revolutionary.”—Prof. Gary Becker, University of Chicago,
Nobel Laureate in Economics

“John List and Uri Gneezy have done the pioneering economic work on whether gender differences are
innate or the result of social pressures. They are two of America's leading young economists and their work
is followed with great interest.”—Prof. Tyler Cowen, George Mason University; author, The Economic
Scene and blogger, Marginal Revolution.com

“Gneezy and List... specialize in ingenious 'field experiments' that elucidate the workings of social
psychology and decision making...Writing in the Freakonomics vein of breezy pop-econ... The authors' lucid,
engaging exposition of thought-provoking research spotlights some of our more perverse promptings—and
their underlying logic."
—Publishers Weekly, STARRED Review

“Fun, Freakonomics-style stories about why people do the things they do….Gneezy and List offer
illuminating discussions on many topics, from the differences between animus-based and economic
discrimination to how women can grow up to be more competitive and close the gender gap in the labor
market.”
—Kirkus Reviews

“[T]rue trailblazers in one of the greatest innovations in economics of the last fifty years.”
—Steven D. Levitt, coauthor of Freakonomics

“Uri Gneezy is a pioneer whose work tears down the wall between the lab and the field.”
—Alvin E. Roth, winner of the Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences

“John List and Uri Gneezy are leaders in the area of experimental and behavioral economics and rising stars
of the profession. Their work bridges the gap between the lab and the field and enables us to learn how
economic agents make real decisions in controlled environments and as the economic stakes change. A book
bringing their distinctive perspectives and styles has the potential of being a real home run.”—Prof. Daron



Acemoglu, Professor of Economics, M.I.T, coauthor of Why Nations Fail

“Gneezy and List are two of the most brilliant and interesting economists in the world. Their work is
simultaneously scientifically path breaking and accessible to the general public. They've studied prosaic
markets like baseball card conventions, daycare centers, and auto-repair shops, but their ideas are so deep
that Gneezy and List reveal that these mundane markets turn out to hold the secrets of human motivation and
human behavior. Their work has revolutionized all of social science. I can't wait to read a book that they
write.”—Prof. David Laibson, Professor of Economics, Harvard University

About the Author

Uri Gneezy was born and raised in Israel, where he learned applied game theory firsthand in the streets of
Tel Aviv. Dr. Gneezy is the Epstein/Atkinson Endowed Chair in Behavioral Economics and professor of
economics and strategy at the Rady School of Management at the University of California, San Diego.
John A. List grew up in a working-class family in Wisconsin—where his father drove trucks for a
living—and learned economics in hobby markets. Dr. List is the Homer J. Livingston Professor of
Economics at the University of Chicago. He has been a research associate at the National Bureau of
Economics (NBER) for more than a decade and served as senior economist on the President's Council of
Economic Advisors for environmental and resource economics.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

The sign on the road in the Khasi hills of northeast India had a puzzling message: “Equitable distribution of
self-acquired property rights.” We asked Minott, our driver, what it meant.

“I do not work in the rice fields, like most men of my tribe,” he told us proudly. “I work as a translator. And
a driver. And I operate a gas station in my sister’s house. And I trade goods at the market. You see! I work
very hard!”

We nodded in agreement. He certainly seemed like a natural-born entrepreneur….But Minott’s life was
constricted. Many of the things he wanted to do required his sister’s permission, because in the matrilineal
Khasi society, women hold the economic power. The sign on the road, Minott explained, was part of a
nascent men’s movement, as the men in Khasi society began to articulate their resentment over being treated
as “breeding bulls and babysitters.” Here was a parallel universe—one we believed might help us solve one
of the most vexing economic questions in Western society, inequality between men and women.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Fernando Rowe:

The Why Axis: Hidden Motives and the Undiscovered Economics of Everyday Life can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing The Why Axis: Hidden Motives and the Undiscovered Economics of
Everyday Life nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you
into fresh stage of crucial considering.



George Clark:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Why Axis: Hidden Motives and the
Undiscovered Economics of Everyday Life book written by well-known writer who really knows well how
to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism The Why Axis:
Hidden Motives and the Undiscovered Economics of Everyday Life as good book not only by the cover but
also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you
still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Jeremy Smith:

Beside that The Why Axis: Hidden Motives and the Undiscovered Economics of Everyday Life in your
phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live
in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Why Axis: Hidden Motives and the Undiscovered
Economics of Everyday Life because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if
you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from now!

Betty Dansby:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and The Why Axis: Hidden Motives and
the Undiscovered Economics of Everyday Life or others sources were given information for you. After you
know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created
for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different
case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Why Axis: Hidden Motives and the Undiscovered
Economics of Everyday Life to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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