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Books about thinkers require a kind of unity that their thought may not possess.
This cautionary statement is especially applicable to Mikhail Bakhtin, whose
intellectual development displays a diversity of insights that cannot be easily
integrated or accurately described in terms of a single overriding concern.
Indeed, in a career spanning some sixty years, he experienced both dramatic and
gradual changes in his thinking, returned to abandoned insights that he then
developed in unexpected ways, and worked through new ideas only loosely
related to his earlier concerns
Small wonder, then, that Bakhtin should have speculated on the relations among
received notions of biography, unity, innovation, and the creative process.
Unity?with respect not only to individuals but also to art, culture, and the world
generally?is usually understood as conformity to an underlying structure or an
overarching scheme. Bakhtin believed that this idea of unity contradicts the
possibility of true creativity. For if everything conforms to a preexisting pattern,
then genuine development is reduced to mere discovery, to a mere uncovering of
something that, in a strong sense, is already there. And yet Bakhtin accepted that
some concept of unity was essential. Without it, the world ceases to make sense
and creativity again disappears, this time replaced by the purely aleatory. There
would again be no possibility of anything meaningfully new. The grim truth of
these two extremes was expressed well by Borges: an inescapable labyrinth could
consist of an infinite number of turns or of no turns at all.
Bakhtin attempted to rethink the concept of unity in order to allow for the
possibility of genuine creativity. The goal, in his words, was a "nonmonologic
unity," in which real change (or "surprisingness") is an essential component of
the creative process. As it happens, such change was characteristic of Bakhtin's
own thought, which seems to have developed by continually diverging from his
initial intentions. Although it would not necessarily follow that the development
of Bakhtin's thought corresponded to his ideas about unity and creativity, we
believe that in this case his ideas on nonmonologic unity are useful in
understanding his own thought?as well as that of other thinkers whose careers are
comparably varied and productive.
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Books about thinkers require a kind of unity that their thought may not possess. This cautionary statement is
especially applicable to Mikhail Bakhtin, whose intellectual development displays a diversity of insights that
cannot be easily integrated or accurately described in terms of a single overriding concern. Indeed, in a
career spanning some sixty years, he experienced both dramatic and gradual changes in his thinking, returned
to abandoned insights that he then developed in unexpected ways, and worked through new ideas only
loosely related to his earlier concerns
Small wonder, then, that Bakhtin should have speculated on the relations among received notions of
biography, unity, innovation, and the creative process. Unity?with respect not only to individuals but also to
art, culture, and the world generally?is usually understood as conformity to an underlying structure or an
overarching scheme. Bakhtin believed that this idea of unity contradicts the possibility of true creativity. For
if everything conforms to a preexisting pattern, then genuine development is reduced to mere discovery, to a
mere uncovering of something that, in a strong sense, is already there. And yet Bakhtin accepted that some
concept of unity was essential. Without it, the world ceases to make sense and creativity again disappears,
this time replaced by the purely aleatory. There would again be no possibility of anything meaningfully new.
The grim truth of these two extremes was expressed well by Borges: an inescapable labyrinth could consist
of an infinite number of turns or of no turns at all.
Bakhtin attempted to rethink the concept of unity in order to allow for the possibility of genuine creativity.
The goal, in his words, was a "nonmonologic unity," in which real change (or "surprisingness") is an
essential component of the creative process. As it happens, such change was characteristic of Bakhtin's own
thought, which seems to have developed by continually diverging from his initial intentions. Although it
would not necessarily follow that the development of Bakhtin's thought corresponded to his ideas about unity
and creativity, we believe that in this case his ideas on nonmonologic unity are useful in understanding his
own thought?as well as that of other thinkers whose careers are comparably varied and productive.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Will remain the standard scholarly reference in English for years." (Philosophy and Literature)

"A ground breaking statement. . . . It cannot be ignored." (Slavic and East European Journal)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Landers:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that guide has different
type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be reading whatever
they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading a book?
Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Mikhail Bakhtin: Creation of a Prosaics.

Raymond Phillips:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Mikhail Bakhtin: Creation of a Prosaics. You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a book
Mikhail Bakhtin: Creation of a Prosaics. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world
by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country
until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it
is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is
called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Michael Albin:

Here thing why this kind of Mikhail Bakhtin: Creation of a Prosaics are different and reputable to be yours.
First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content
is as delightful as food or not. Mikhail Bakhtin: Creation of a Prosaics giving you information deeper as
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with Mikhail Bakhtin:
Creation of a Prosaics. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that
will happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in
bringing the printed book maybe the form of Mikhail Bakhtin: Creation of a Prosaics in e-book can be your
option.



Joshua Yoshida:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Mikhail Bakhtin: Creation of a Prosaics to make
your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about
book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it.
Beside that the book Mikhail Bakhtin: Creation of a Prosaics can to be your friend when you're truly feel
alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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