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Note: You are purchasing a standalone product; MasteringAstronomy does not
come packaged with this content. If you would like to purchase both the physical
text and MasteringAstronomy search for 0321927842 / 9780321927842. That
package includes ISBN-10: 0321928083 / 9780321928085 and ISBN-10:
0321928377 / 9780321928375.
 
MasteringAstronomy  is not a self-paced technology and should only be
purchased when required by an instructor. 
 
For Introductory Astronomy Courses

 The Essential Cosmic Perspective, Seventh Edition gives non-science majors a
streamlined, cutting edge introduction to astronomy built on a strong tradition of
effective pedagogy and coverage. Focus on skill building includes new group
work exercises that require active participation, helping you to retain concepts
longer and build communication skills. MasteringAstronomy® works with the
text to create a learning program that enables you to learn interactively both in
and out of the classroom.

This text is a brief version of the authors’ The Cosmic Perspective   Plus
MasteringAstronomy.

This program will provide a better learning experience for you. Here’s how:

Personalize learning with MasteringAstronomy: MasteringAstronomy
provides you with engaging and interactive experiences that coach you through
introductory astronomy with specific wrong-answer feedback, hints, and a wide
variety of educationally effective content.
Gain a modern understanding of astronomy with the latest content: Since
the previous edition, new discoveries about Exoplanets, planetary formation, dark
matter, and the early universe have had a significant impact on our understanding
of astronomy. The Seventh Edition incorporates this new content to give you a
modern presentation of the science.
Learn effectively: Better understand astronomy with a clear and continually
reinforced learning path from chapter opening to end of chapter using dynamic
learning tools in the text and in MasteringAstronomy.
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Personalize learning with MasteringAstronomy: MasteringAstronomy provides you with engaging and
interactive experiences that coach you through introductory astronomy with specific wrong-answer feedback,
hints, and a wide variety of educationally effective content.
Gain a modern understanding of astronomy with the latest content: Since the previous edition, new
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Learn effectively: Better understand astronomy with a clear and continually reinforced learning path from
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Jeffrey Bennett
Jeffrey Bennett holds a B.A. (1981) in biophysics from the University of California, San Diego, and an M.S.
and Ph.D. (1987) in astrophysics from the University of Colorado, Boulder. He has taught at every level
from preschool through graduate school, including more than 50 college classes in astronomy, physics,
mathematics, and education. He served 2 years as a visiting senior scientist at NASA headquarters, where he
created NASA's "IDEAS" program, started a program to fly teachers aboard NASA's airborne observatories
(including the recently launched SOFIA observatory), and worked on numerous educational programs for the
Hubble Space Telescope and other space science missions. He also proposed the idea for and helped develop
both the Colorado Scale Model Solar System on the CU-Boulder campus and the Voyage Scale Model Solar
System on the National Mall in Washington, D.C. (He is pictured here with the model Sun.) In addition to
this astronomy textbook, he has written college-level textbooks in astrobiology, mathematics, and statistics;
two books for the general public, On the Cosmic Horizon (Pearson Addison-Wesley, 2001) and Beyond
UFOs (Princeton University Press, 2008); and an award-winning series of children's books that includes Max
Goes to the Moon, Max Goes to Mars, Max Goes to Jupiter,and Max's Ice Age Adventure. When not
working, he enjoys participating in masters swimming and in the daily adventures of life with his wife, Lisa;
his children, Grant and Brooke; and his dog, Cosmo. His personal Web site is www.jeffreybennett.com.

Megan Donahue
Megan Donahue is a professor in the Department of Physics and Astronomy at Michigan State University.
Her current research is mainly on clusters of galaxies: their contents-dark matter, hot gas, galaxies, active
galactic nuclei-and what they reveal about the contents of the universe and how galaxies form and evolve.
She grew up on a farm in Nebraska and received a B.A. in physics from MIT, where she began her research
career as an X-ray astronomer. She has a Ph.D. in astrophysics from the University of Colorado, for a thesis
on theory and optical observations of intergalactic and intracluster gas. That thesis won the 1993 Trumpler
Award from the Astronomical Society for the Pacific for an outstanding astrophysics doctoral dissertation in
North America. She continued postdoctoral research in optical and X-ray observations as a Carnegie Fellow
at Carnegie Observatories in Pasadena, California, and later as an STScI Institute Fellow at Space Telescope.
Megan was a staff astronomer at the Space Telescope Science Institute until 2003, when she joined the MSU
faculty. Megan is married to Mark Voit, and they collaborate on many projects, including this textbook and
the raising of their children, Michaela, Sebastian, and Angela. Between the births of Sebastian and Angela,
Megan qualified for and ran the Boston Marathon. These days, Megan runs, orienteers, and plays piano and
bass guitar whenever her children allow it.
 
Nicholas Schneider
Nicholas Schneider is an associate professor in the Department of Astrophysical and Planetary Sciences at
the University of Colorado and a researcher in the Laboratory for Atmospheric and Space Physics. He
received his B.A. in physics and astronomy from Dartmouth College in 1979 and his Ph.D. in planetary
science from the University of Arizona in 1988. In 1991, he received the National Science Foundation's
Presidential Young Investigator Award. His research interests include planetary atmospheres and planetary
astronomy, with a focus on the odd case of Jupiter's moon Io. He enjoys teaching at all levels and is active in
efforts to improve undergraduate astronomy education. Off the job, he enjoys exploring the outdoors with his
family and figuring out how things work.



 
Mark Voit
Mark Voit is a professor in the Department of Physics and Astronomy at Michigan State University. He
earned his B.A. in astrophysical sciences at Princeton University and his Ph.D. in astrophysics at the
University of Colorado in 1990. He continued his studies at the California Institute of Technology, where he
was a research fellow in theoretical astrophysics, and then moved on to Johns Hopkins University as a
Hubble Fellow. Before going to Michigan State, Mark worked in the Office of Public Outreach
at the Space Telescope, where he developed museum exhibitions about the Hubble Space Telescope and was
the scientist behind NASA’s Hubble Site. His research interests range from interstellar processes in our own
galaxy to the clustering of galaxies in the early universe. He is married to coauthor Megan Donahue, and
they try to play outdoors with their three children whenever possible, enjoying hiking, camping, running, and
orienteering. Mark is also author of the popular book Hubble Space Telescope: New Views of the Universe.
 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles Settles:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled The
Essential Cosmic Perspective (7th Edition) - Standalone book? Maybe it is for being best activity for you.
You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Amy Zambrano:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what
kind of book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want experience happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The The
Essential Cosmic Perspective (7th Edition) - Standalone book is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Ernesto Harrell:

Beside this kind of The Essential Cosmic Perspective (7th Edition) - Standalone book in your phone, it could
give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may got
here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow town.
It is good thing to have The Essential Cosmic Perspective (7th Edition) - Standalone book because this book
offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh
come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to
read it from currently!



Lisa Martin:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the
top collection in your reading list is usually The Essential Cosmic Perspective (7th Edition) - Standalone
book. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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